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WHOOPING CRANE SIGHTINGS DURING FALL MIGRATION, 1993

Steven Anschutz, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
203 West Second St., Grand island, NE 68801

During the summer of 1993, an all-time record of 45 whooping-crane
nests were confirmed on the breeding grounds at Wood Buffalo National
Park. Suspected mortality included two nesting females. A total of 143
whooping cranes (127 adult/subadult and 16 young) arrived at Aransas
between October 20 and November 22. As of December 30, five juveniles
were missing and presumed dead. The only verified mortality during
migration was a crane near Midland, Texas which died November 5 after
apparently flying into a fence. The first dates for confirmed
observations of migrating whooping cranes were August 16 in
Saskatchewan, Canada, and September 17 in North Dakota; the last
sighting date was November 1 in Texas. Sightings were reported from
Saskatchewan (28), Montana (1), North Dakota (3), South Dakota (4),
Nebraska (8), Kansas (8), Oklahoma (5), and Texas (1).

Dates and locations of Nebraska sightings are as follows:

Fall '93 No. cfanes Location
Dates

Confirmed Sightings

10/1-18 2 adults Loup Co., 5 mi. northwest of Taylor,
North Loup River. T21N, R19W, S12, SW4.

10/3-7 2 adults Cherry Co., 1% mi. west of Cornell
Dam, Niobrara River. T34N, R27W, S27, 34.
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Fall '93 No. Cranes Location
Dates

Confirmed Sightings

10/9-27 2 adults Kearney Co., 2% mi. north of Axtell.
T6N, R16W, S4, Wk,
10/22-24 2 adults Buffalo Co., 10 mi. north, 2 west of
1 young Kearney. T10N, R16W, S3.
10/22-11/2 6 adults Custer Co., 1% mi. south of Gates.
1 young T19N, R20W, S17, NE4, SE4.
10/23 1 adult Buffalo Co., 1 mi. south, 1 east of
Elm Creek.
10/24 1 adult Harlan Co., 4 mi. south, 1% east of
Alma. T1N, R18W, S26, E%.
10/24-11/5 2 adults. Custer €o., 2% mi. nerth, 1% west of
1 young Hwy 92/2 jct. T18N, R22W, S24, SE4.

Probable Sightings

10/4 4 adults Loup Co., 6 mi. west, 1 north of
Taylor, North Loup River. Flying.

10/21 3 adults Hall Co., flying over Platte River, 2%
ni. west of Wood River bridge.

10/22 2 adults Custer Co., 6% mi. west of Oconto.

10/22 2 adults Custer Co., 11 mi. south of Callaway.

10/22 1 adult Buffalo Co., 3 mi. north, 2 west, and

1% mi. south of Glenwood Park.

10/23 2 adults Kearney Co., near Ft. Kearny. Flying.
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