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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2006 to February 2007 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

Although temperatures varied substantially during the winter, the winter 
average temperature was above normal. There were noticeably more individuals of 
"half-hardy" species reported, possibly as a consequence. These included Yellow­
bellied Sapsucker, Mourning Dove, Loggerhead Shrike, Hermit Thrush, and Yellow­
rumped Warbler. 

Otherwise, the period was unremarkable omithologically. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

SOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CBC: Christmas Bird Count; Cem: 
Cemetery; FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; GPO: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar-Knox 
Cos; HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; LO: L 
Ogallala, Keith Co; m.ob.: many observers; NC: Nature Center; NOURC: Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; PL: 
Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: Reservoir; S-BOL: Seward-Branched Oak L; SL: 
Sewage Lagoon(s). 

GAZETTEER 

DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Harvard Marsh WPA: Clay Co; Johnson Res: 
Gosper-Dawson Cos; Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co; Wildcat Hills: Scotts Bluff­
Banner Cos. 

OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff; AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; AO: Alan Orr, Cedar Falls, 
lA; AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney; BB: Bob Barry, Missouri Valley, IA; BFH: Bill 
F. Huser, South Sioux City; B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY; CH: 
Carolyn Hall, Bassett; CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; DH: Dave Heidt, 

· Norfolk; DK: Dan Kim, Grand Island; DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln; DSt: Dave Stage, 
Elkhorn/Omaha; OW: Duane Wolff, Norfolk; D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, 
Albion; D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames; EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; GB: Gary 
Berthelsen, Lincoln; G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma; JGr: Jan Greer, Council 
Bluffs, IA; JEt: James Etherton, Doniphan; JF: John Flavin, Chadron; JG: Joe 
Gubanyi, Seward; JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln; JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; JK: 
J. Kirk, Lincoln; JM: John Miller, Lincoln; JR: Juanita Rice, Fairmont; JT: Jerry 
Toll, Omaha; KO: Kathy Delara, Mitchell; KK: Ken Kranik, Sterling, CO; KL: 
Keith Lacy, Lincoln; LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; LK: Lee Kenitz, Gering; LO: 
Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville; LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; LRB: Linda R. Brown, 
Lincoln; L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City; L&BP: Loren & Babs 
Padelford, Bellevue; MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; NB: Norma Brockmoller, 



Vol. 75 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 5 

Winside; PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; PJ: Pete Janz.en, Wichita, KS; PR: Paul 
Roisen, Sioux City, IA; RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD; RE: Rick Eades, 
Lincoln; RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue; RH: Robin Harding. Gibbon; RL: Richard 
Luehrs, Kearney; RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Scottsbluff; SID: Stephen J. Dinsmore, 
Ames, IA; TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady; TS: Teny 
Sohl, Brandon, SD; WF: William Flack, Madison; WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Unexpectedly late were 2 at LO 28 Dec (SJD) and 5 
at Desoto NWR 3 Jan (BB). First arrivals reported were in Gage and 
Lancaster Cos 26 Feb (WF); several hundred were between North Platte and 
York 27 Feb (AO). 

Snow Goose: Large numbers arrived "overnight" in cen .. Nebraska 20 Feb (JEt), 
with 2000 at Fairmont SL 20 Feb (JR) and 7000 at Harvard Marsh two days 
later (PD). 

Ross's Goose: Arrival was at the end of Feb. A dark morph bird photographed at 
Harvard Marsh 26 Feb (PD) was Nebraska's 5th record (http://ph.groups. 
yahoo.com/group/NEBirds/photos/browse/88e l ?b= 17 &m=t&o=O). 

Cackling Goose: Wintering birds are most numerous in cen. and w. Nebraska; two 
in Sarpy Co l Jan (L&BP) and another (probably the resident bird) there 
l Feb (WF), one at GPD 5 Jan (BFH), and one in Lancaster Co 28 Jan (LE) 
were easterly. Best count was an excellent 400 at Johnson Res 27 Dec 
(SJD). 

Canada Goose: Largest counts were 6381 on the Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec (fide AK) 
and 6100 at DeSoto NWR 3 Jan (BB). 

Trumpeter Swan: Traditional wintering areas in the Sandhills hold large numbers; 
a Nebraska Game and Parks survey 2 Jan found 100 on the Loup River and 
66 on Birdwood Creek (fide JG]). Unusual were 5-10 at DeSoto NWR 
through the period; 10 were present 17 Jan, 31 Jan, and 7 Feb (BB). 

Wood Duck: Unusual mid-winter stragglers were 2-3 on Salt Creek in Lincoln 28 
Jan and 4 Feb (LE). There are only 18 reports 6 Jan-17 Feb. 

Gadwall: Over-wintering is unusual; candidates were IO at GPO 20 Jan (RD), one 
in Sarpy Co 1 Feb (WF), and at least one at Scottsbluff SL 5 Feb (KO). 

American Wigeon: As with Gadwall, over-wintering is unusual; 1-2 were reported 
from Scottsbluff SL 5 Feb (KO), and Polk and Platte Cos 8 Feb (WF). 

Mallard: Best counts were 28,700 at DeSoto NWR 20 Dec (BB), 16,000 at 
Johnson Res 27 Dec (SJD), and 12,000 at Sutherland Res the same day 
(SID). 

Northern Shoveler: The only mid-winter report was from Scottsbluff SL 5 Feb 
(KO); over-wintering is not expected away from the North Platte Valley. As 
many as 109 were still present for the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec, a record high 
(fide LRB). 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 
Green-winged Teal: A good mid-winter count was the 34-35 over-wintering on a 

spring-fed stream at FF 27 Jan-11 Feb (CNK). This species is often found in 
mid-winter. 

Canvasback: Rather late stragglers were 12 in Sarpy Co IO Jan (CNK) and 5 in 
Lincoln 11 Jan (LE). Over-wintering is rare. 
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Redhead: Twelve in Lincoln l Jan, dwindling to 4 there on 11 Jan (LE), were late. 
Fewer than usual were reported for the period. 

Ring-necked Duck: Usually only casual in mid-winter away from the North Platte 
Valley, there were several reported. A male apparently over-wintering was on 
Salt Creek in Lincoln 28 Jan and 4 Feb (LE), 6 probable early arrivals were 
at a bubbler in Schuyler 7 Feb (WF), and singles were in Colfax Co 7 Feb 
(WF), and Polk and Platte Cos 8 Feb (WF). As with other diving ducks, 
spring arrival coincides with ice break-up, sometimes in early to mid-Feb. 

Greater Scaup: Unusually late for the location was one in Lincoln 9 Jan (JGJ). An 
excellent count was the 86 at LM as late as 27 Dec (SID). 

Lesser Scaup: Rare mid-winter reports away from the North Platte Valley were 13 
in Scotts Bluff Co 9 Jan (KD), 2 in Sarpy Co 10 Jan (CNK), and 1-4 at 3 
locations in Lincoln 11 Jan-4 Feb (JGJ,LE). 

Black Sooter: A female/immature was at BOL l Dec (LE) for the only report. 
Bufflehead: A rare mid-winter report at the location was one in Scotts Bluff Co 26 

Jan(KK). 
Common Goldeneye: Best count was a moderate 669 at LM 28 Dec (SID). 
Barrow's Goldeneye: A female at Scottsbluff SL 27 Feb (KD) was at a regular 

wintering location. 
Hooded Merganser: Routine reports. 
Common Merganser: Best count was a relatively moderate 11,750 at LM 28 Dec 

(SID). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Rather late, although at a regular wintering location for 

small numbers, were the 6 at LM 27 Dec (SJD). GPD may be a regular 
wintering site also: 3-9 were there 20-28 Jan (RD). 

Ruddy Duck: Rather late were 5 at Ogallala 27-28 Dec (SJD); the only report of a 
spring arrival was of one in Scotts Bluff Co 28 Feb (AK). 

Gray Partridge: The 4 west of Creighton 27 Jan were one of only 3 sightings in 
recent years (MB). No others were reported; numbers in the state are at a low 
currently. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: A large aggregation of 100-150 birds, about half males, 
was present in sw. Dixon Co during the last two weeks of Feb (JJ). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best counts were I 00+ ne. of Brady 28 Jan (TJW) and 97 

in Boone Co 17 Jan (WM). 
Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 
Northern Bobwhite: Routine reports. 
Common Loon: Lingering very late were single juveniles at LM and Sutherland 

Res 27 Dec (SID). 
Red-necked Grebe: A juvenile at LM 27-28 Dec (SID) was rather late, and one of 

only about 30 fall records for the state. 
Western Grebe: Since the 1990s, over-wintering has occurred at LM or Sutherland 

Res; this winter "a few" were still at the latter location 7 Jan (TJW). 
Clark's Grebe: One was at LM 28 Dec (SJD); there are only 3 later records, all at 

LM, two of which involved over-wintering. 
American White Pelican: Late away from favored wintering sites like Sutherland 

Res was one on the North Platte River in Lincoln Co 3 Jan (JGJ). Rather 
early was one at HCR 25 Feb (G&WH); wintering has occurred there. 

Double-crested Cormorant: A juvenile lingered at LM until 28 Dec (SJD); there are 
few later reports. 
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Great Blue Heron: Numbers are lowest in Jan; one at Lincoln 11 Jan (JM) was 
unexpected, although as many as 14 were still present for the CBC there 17 
Dec (fide LRB). 

Turkey Vulture: First reported was one rather early at Alliance 26 Feb (KK). 
Apparently Nebraska's first documented winter record, pending NOURC 
approval, was one near Gering 15 Jan (AK, LK, details). This was probably 
the same bird reported at the Riverside Zoo in Scottsbluff 11 Jan by the 
z.oo's raptor specialist (fide AK). 

Bald Eagle: A total of 18 northward migrants in 3 kettles were about on time over 
Sarpy Co 11 Feb (CNK). As is usual, an adult was incubating by 27 Feb in 
Loup Co (CH). 

Northern Harrier: An excellent count was 52 at the west end ofLM 27 Dec (SID). 
Seven were feeding on goose carcasses at Harvard Marsh 26 Feb (PD); this 
appears to be an unusual food item for harriers. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: An excellent CBC tally was the 6 at S-BOL 16 Dec (fide 
JG). 

Cooper's Rawle The 4 on the S-BOL CBC 16 Dec (fide JG) was a good count 
Northern Goshawk: The 2 reports, about the norm for a winter, were of singles 

near Scottsbluff 12 Dec (KO) and near North Platte 6 Jan (TJW). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was of one in e. Richardson Co 22 Feb 

(RE). NE reports are even fewer in winter than in summer, but with a recent 
"explosion of extra-limital reports" in KS (fide PJ), reports in NE might be 
expected to increase. 

Red-tailed Hawk: The 86 on the S-BOL CBC 16 Dec (fide JG) was an excellent 
CBC total. A pair was finishing a nest near HCR 25 Feb (G&WH). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 
Rough-legged Hawk: A good CBC count was the 14 at Harrison 2 Jan (fide WM). 
Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 
American Kestrel: Routine reports. 
Merlin: Routine reports. 
Prairie Falcon: Easternmost were singles in Seward Co 12 Jan (JGJ) and Sarpy Co 

16 Feb (CNK). Although rare, a few occur in extreme e. NE each winter. 
Best count was 5-6 in Scotts Bluff Co 5 Feb (KO). 

Peregrine Falcon: The pair that nests on the Capitol Building at Lincoln may be 
resident; singles were seen 19 Jan (JGJ) and 21 Jan (GB), but 2 together 
were not seen until 26 Feb (GB). The Omaha pair, Zeus, in his 12th year, 
and Hera, in her 2nd, wintered in the vicinity (lvww.woodmen.com/falcons). 

King Rail: One (unseen) near Brady 15 Dec was identified by its single ''kek~ calls, 
in contrast to the doubled "kek-kek" calls of Virginia Rail (TJW); if indeed 
it was this species, it would be the 2nd record in Dec for the state, the other 
was on 17 Dec near Lewellen. 

Virginia Rail: As has become expected, 2 were at LO 28 Dec (SID). 
American Coot: A few will linger into mid-winter wherever non-moving open water 

occurs, usually spring-fed or aerated sites. Thus 73 were at Holmes L, 
Lincoln, 11 Jan, but a storm reduced the number to 2 by 15 Jan (LE). 
Similarly, a few were at Scottsbluff SL 5 Feb (KO), and 5 were at GPO 16 
Jan (MB). 
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Sandhill Crane: Last reported for fall was an adult rather late in Scotts Bluff Co 1 
Dec (AD); Dec records are surprisingly few. First returning birds were at 
Rowe Sanctuary by 5 Feb (fide RL); earliest are often seen in late Jan. Some 
1000 were in Hall Co by 22 Feb (PD) and 10.000 were between Chapman 
and Kearney 27 Feb, where "the season has started with a bang. not a 
trickle" (DK). 

Killdeer: Midwinter reports are expected at certain sites in the North Platte Valley. 
such as the 3 near Morrill 20 Jan (KD). but elsewhere. reports are few. Thus 
one in w. Douglas Co 4 Feb (DSt) was unusual. One or two had returned to 
Lancaster Co by 28 Feb (LE. JM). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Only the 6th record mid-Jan to mid-Feb was one at LO 28 Dec 
(SJD; details). 

Baird's Sandpiper: One at PL in late Nov was seen again 1 Dec (LE). only the 4th 
Dec report for the state. 

Wilson's Snipe: Reports are fewest mid-Jan to mid-Feb; 2 were in Scotts Bluff Co 
15 Jan (KD) and another was near GPD 16 Jan (MB). 

Franklin's Gull: Singles appear in mid-winter on occasion. usually in alt 
plumage, and are probably very early migrants. Singles were at GPD 5 Jan 
in alt. plumage (BFH) and at BOL 12-15 Jan (LE), the 16th and 17th mid­
winter records. 

Ring-billed Gull: Best count was 1200 at LM 27 Dec (SID). 
California Gull: The 34 ads. still at LM 27-28 Dec (SID) was a good count. Few 

remain into Jan. although over-wintering of a few birds is expected at LM. 
Surprising was the appearance of 30 with a group of 5oo+ Ring-billed Gulls 
at HCR 23 Feb; the observers lived for many years in Washington and are 
familiar with this species (G&WH. details). The sighting suggests some 
movement north-south within the Great Plains; there are fairly regular 
sightings of this species southward to Texas. 

Herring Gull: The 293 at LM 28 Dec was considered ''fewer than usual" at that 
time (SJD). 

Thayer's Gull: The only reports were of one in Lincoln 30 Nov- I Dec (JGJ.LE) and 
3 (2 ads. and ajuv.) at LM 27-28 Dec (SJD). 

Glaucous-winged Gull: A gull photographed at LM 28 Dec looked very much like 
a juv. of this species, but also had some features reminiscent of Herring 
Gull; it thus was most likely an introgressant between the two species 
(SJD); a similar bird was photographed (not nearly as well!) at LO a few 
years ago (JGJ. WRS). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: This now-regular migrant was reported at 3 sites: single 
adults were at LM 27-28 Dec (SID), GPD l Jan (TS, photo). and BOL 5-12 
Jan (JGJ, m.ob.). The BOL bird is the latest ever; there are no records of 
over-wintering. 

Slaty-backed Gull: During the period that one was present at nearby L Manawa in 
Iowa, somewhat surprisingly only a single sighting from Nebraska was 
received. of a bird at Offutt Base L. Sarpy Co. at 3 pm 21 Dec (RG). No 
details were provided. Sightings were reported from L Manawa on 21 Dec 
before and after this sighting; the report would be a fust state record for 
Nebraska if accepted by the NOURC. 

Glaucous Gull: There were 3 reports involving 4 birds: a juv. was at BOL 10 IJec.. 
12 Jan (LE, JGJ photo. m.ob.). another juv. was at LM 27-28 Dec (SJD), 
and two (un-aged) were at HCR 25 Feb (G&WH). 

Rock Pigeon: The 842 on the Ames CBC 3 Jan (D&JP) was among the highest 
CBC counts, most of which are from Lincoln. 
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Eurasian Collared-Dove: The last county to record this species is Keya Paha; 4 
were there 18 Feb (WF). The state's first record was at Shelton in 1997. 
Best counts were 88 on the Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec (fide AK), 46 on the 
Crawford CBC 3 Jan (B&DW), and 40 at Stapleton 28 Jan (TJW). Twigs 
were being gathered 23 Feb in a Sidney yard where 4 broods were raised last 
summer (AS). 

Mourning Dove: More than usual were noted in southern and eastern parts of the 
state, including 8 as far north as Norfolk on the CBC 23 Dec (fide DW), as 
well as 39 in Alma 6 Jan. 33 on the Ames CBC 3 Jan (D&JP), and 32 in 
the observers' Bellevue yard 31 Jan (L&BP). Somewhat unusual were 2 near 
Doniphan I Feb (JEt) and 12 in Scotts Bluff Co 21 Dec (KD). 

Inca Dove: Only the 6th NE record was one at a Keystone feeder 28 Dec (SID, 
photo). All 6 records have been of singles at feeders in winter. 

Barn Owl: Only the 8th record for Dec-Feb since 1976 was one photographed at LO 
28 Dec (SJD). Most depart by late Oct. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 
Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 
Snowy Owl: The only report was of a juv. female at LM 27-28 Dec (SID, photo). 
Barred Owl: Somewhat westerly were 2 at Rock Creek Station, Jefferson Co, 18 

Feb (RE). 
Long-eared Owl: Best count was 14 on the S-BOL CBC 16 Dec (LE, fide JG). 

One in deciduous woodland in Washington Co 9 Feb was considered 
unusual (JT). 

Short-eared Owl: An excellent count was the 17 at the west end of LM 27 Dec 
(SJD). An additional 7 reports of 11 birds were received, all from the Platte 
and Loup Valleys southward. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only reports were of singles on the DeSoto-Boyer 
Chute CBC 23 Dec (WRS,EB) and the Norfolk CBC the same day (fide 
OW). 

Belted Kingfasber: Routine reports. 
Red-beaded Woodpecker: One on the Norfolk CBC 23 Dec (fide OW) was 

northerly for the date. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Westernmost was one during Count Week on the 

Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec (fide AK). A few have established in Scotts Bluff 
Co in recent years. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: More than usual were found through the period in the 
southeast; about 8 in all. Westernmost were 2 males at Rock Creek Station, 
Jefferson Co, 18 Feb (RE). 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 
Pileated Woodpecker: This species appears to be consolidating its fairly low 

numbers in the relatively limited habitat available in the lower Missouri 
Valley. One or two were reported from a regular location, FF and 
neighboring Haworth Park. Bellevue, through the period (CNK). Away from 
this area, one was in the Hummel Park. Omaha. area 8 Dec (fide JGr) and 
another was in Richardson Co 22 Feb (RE). 

Northern Shrike: An excellent CBC count was the 8 at S-BOL 16 Dec (fide JG). 
Loggerhead Shrike: Four were reported for the period, more than usual, although 

all were from the southeast, as expected. Singles were on the S-BOL CBC 
16 Dec, the 2nd in 14 years (fide JG), in Otoe Co 22 Dec (L&CF), in 
Lancaster Co 29 Jan (LE), and in Richardson Co 22 Feb (RE). 
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Blue Jay: Routine reports. 
Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 
Clark's Nutcracker: None were reported. 

Vol. 75 No. 1 

Black-billed Magpie: Low numbers continue to be a concern; the species was 
missed on the S-BOL CBC 16 Dec for only the 3rd time in 14 years (fide 
JG), and, even in the west, the 9 found on the Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec was 
the lowest tally since 1976 (fide AK). 

American Crow: Routine reports. 
Homed Lark: After driving I03 miles on 16 Feb through windy, snow-covered 

countryside in Lancaster, Gage, and Saline Cos, the IO 19 Homed Larks 
found were concentrated at 3 cattle feedlots in Saline Co (LE). This species 
is well-known for its attraction to bare ground in snowy conditions, usually 
along roadsides. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Some apparently good news for this species was this 
year's Lincoln CBC tally of 79, up from 26, 27, and 56 in 2003-2005 (fide 
LRB). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were consistent with an average, non-invasion 

winter for this species. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 
Carolina Wren: Westernmost were two pairs, a pair wintering at each of 2 

locations in North Platte; they were still present 14 Feb (fide TJW). Other 
reports were from the east, north to Ames (D&JP). 

Winter Wren: Four CBCs, all in the southeast as expected, reported Winter Wrens: 
DeSoto NWR on 23 Dec (fule IT), Lincoln on 17 Dec (fule LRB), Omaha 
on 16 Dec (D&JP), and S-BOL on 16 Dec (fide JG). 

Manh Wren: One was unexpected as far north as the GPO area 16 Jan (MB), while 
anodler on the LM CBC 28 Dec (SJD) continues regular CBC occurrences 
there. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: The IO on the Ames CBC 3 Jan (D&JP) was a good 
count for the date; even further north and west were 3 on the Beaver Valley 
CBC 28 Dec (D&CN) and 2 at LM 28 Dec (SJD). Wintering is expected 
only in the southeast. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One on the Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec was the first there 
since 1966 (AK); by Dec this species is rare away from the southeast. 

Eastern Bluebird: Recent years have seen this species becoming more conspicuous 
in late fall and early winter; thus noteworthy were 5 at Bridgeport in Feb 
(KK), as many as 65 on the Ames CBC 3 Jan (D&JP), and a count high of 
143 on the S-BOL CBC 16 Dec, where the 80 last year was the previous 
high (fide JG). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 
Townsend's Solitaire: Easternmost was one on the S-BOL CBC 16 Dec (fide JG). 
Hermit Thrush: This species does not occur in Jan-Feb every year, and so the 5 

reports of 7 birds were a surprise. Probably the same bird was seen twice in 
a Lincoln yard 31 Jan and 24 Feb (RE), one was in Cedar Co 5 Feb (WF), 3 
were at FF 11 Feb (CNK), one was at Dodge Park, Omaha, 20 Feb (fide 
IT), and one was in Bellevue 22 Feb (EB). One on the Calamus CBC 23 
Dec was also unexpected (fide DH). 

American Robin: Routine reports. 
Varied Thrush: Three were reported, all in the southeast, including 2 different birds 

in Lancaster Co. One appeared in mid-Dec near Roca and was still present at 



Vol. 75 No. I The Nebraska Bird Review 11 

the end of the period (fide DL,LE), and the other was in Lincoln 15-25 Feb 
(JK, KL). A third was in Nebraska City for a few days up to and including 
23 Jan (L&CF, photo). These are only the 9th-1 lth records since 1991, out 
of a total of 37 for the state, but 6 of these have been reported 2005-2007. 

Northern Mockingbird: Over-wintering is rare, with fewest reports in Feb. 
However, one was in Lancaster Co 28 Feb (LE). The only other report was 
of one on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB). 

Brown Thrasher: The only report was of one at a suet feeder on the S-BOL CBC 
16 Dec (fide JG). Dec reports in the southeast are not unusual. 

European Starling: Best CBC count was a moderate 7872 at Norfolk 23 Dec (fide 
DW); elsewhere, 4500 were at a cattle feedlot in Lancaster Co 28 Feb (LE). 

Bohemian Waxwing: The only reports were of a flock of 60 near Chadron 7-8 Feb 
and a smaller flock there 21 Feb (JF). . 

Cedar Waxwing: Best count was 400 at Brady 23 Feb (TJW). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Other than a single female on the LM CBC 28 Dec 

(SID), reports were from the southeast. There are few reports after mid-Jan 
and in Feb, and so surprising were the 4 reports of 6 birds 14 Jan-20 Feb: a 
female remained in the observer's Bellevue yard 14 Jan-5 Feb (CNK), one 
was in Platte Co 4 Feb (LR,RH), two were in Lincoln 6 Feb (LE), and two 
were at Dodge Park, Omaha, 20 Feb (fide JT). These Feb reports are only 
the 13th-16th for the state. 

Pine Warbler: Two birds near North Platte 7 Dec were identified from the 
observer's description as males of this species (TJW); this species is cold­
tolerant for a wood-warbler, with at least 5 prior Dec reports. 

Spotted Towhee: Routine reports. 
American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Fox Sparrow: There are only 4 reports of over-wintering; latest fall dates are in Jan. 

Thus singles in Nebraska City 17 Feb (L&CF) and near Roca 23 Feb (CNK) 
were probably early migrants; there were 2 prior late Feb reports. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Swamp Sparrow: Very rare in late Jan and in Feb, singles in Cass and Sarpy Cos I 

Feb (WF) were thus of significance. 
White-throated Sparrow: Midwinter reports are rare, even in the southeast, and so 

of interest was one singing in Lincoln 26 Jan (TEL). A Bellevue feeder 
hosted at least one for most of the period except 11 Jan-12 Feb (L&BP). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Rare also in mid-winter, especially in the east, one was 
in Omaha l I Jan (L&BP). Wintering is more usual in the west; some 19 
remained in a Mitchell yard through 15 Jan (KD). 

Harris's Sparrow: Less common westward, 7 appeared at a North Platte feeder 8 
Jan after a month's absence (TJW), 2 were at Wilsonville 18 Feb (LO), and 
two were at Keystone 28 Dec (SID). 

Dark-eyed Junco: Best tally was the 940 on the S-BOL CBC 16 Dec, including 4 
"Oregon" Juncos (fide JG). Best easterly count of "Oregon" Juncos was the 
13 on the Lincoln CBC 16 Dec (fide LRB). The only "White-winged" 
Juncos reported were 2 on the Crawford CBC 3 Jan (B&DW) and one on the 
LM CBC 28 Dec (SJD); this form is uncommon in winter. 

Lapland Longspur: Best count was 1000 in Dodge Co 21 Feb, most flying 
northeast (D&JP). A single flock of 800 was in Lancaster Co 5 Jan (LE). 

Snow Bunting: More than usual were reported, including 36 on the LM CBC 28 
Dec (SJD), 21 on the Harrison CBC 2 Jan (WM), and a total of about 15 in 
cen. and e. Nebraska (m. ob.). 



12 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 75 No. l 

Northern Cardinal: A female wintered near Gering and another was counted on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec (AK); there is a small population in Scotts Bluff 
Co. First song reported was in Lincoln 25 Jan, 6 days earlier than the 
observer's previous earliest (RE). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Wintering flocks are unusual, but several were noted: 300 
wintered near Gibbon (LR,RH), birds were present through the period in 
Scotts Bluff Co (AK), including a surprising 2000 there 25 Jan (RSg), and 
3000 were near Alma 19-25 Jan (G&WH), likely very early migrants. First 
"yard male" noted was in Fairmont 22 Feb (JR). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports. 
Western Meadowlark: First singing birds reported were in Lancaster Co 16 Feb 

(LE). A good mid-winter count was the loo+ in Washington Co 24 Jan 
(JT). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Last reported was an adult male near Alma 23 Dec 
(G&WH). 

Rusty Blackbird: More than usual were reported, including an excellent CBC tally 
of 34 at S-BOL 16 Dec (fide JG). Other CBC reports were of 5 at Ponca SP 
23 Dec (fide BFH) and 6 at Norfolk the same day (fide OW). A few winter 
in the southeast; 2 were at an Ames-area feeder 4 Feb (D&JP), one was at 
Madison 6 Feb (WF), and 12 were at a Clatonia feedlot 16 Feb (LE). 

Brewer's Blackbird: The only report of this rare winter visitor was of a single on 
the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (LE). 

Common Grackle: Unexpected were the 60 near Alma 19 Jan, with 54 still there 8 
Feb (G&WH); wintering occurs in the south and east most years, but 
usually singles or very small groups. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Best count was the 80 near Alma l Dec (G&WH), while 
unexpected mid-winter reports were of 1-7 "hanging around Lincoln" 19 Jan-
4 Feb (LE). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Last were two radter northerly on the Norfolk CBC 23 
Dec (fide OW). Two males in Wayne Co 11 Feb (BFH) may have been early 
migrants or possibly wintered in or near Nebraska. 

Purple Finch: Numbers were generally low, although 21 were counted on the S­
BOL CBC 16 Dec (fide JG). Elsewhere, about 15 were reported from the 
eastern half of the state (m. ob.). The only report from the west, where rare, 
was of one near Mitchell 2 Dec (KO). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 
Red Crossbill: Routine reports. 
Common Redpoll: The only reports were of 9 at Boyer Chute NWR 23 Dec 

(EB,WRS), 2 on the LM CBC 28 Dec (SID), 8 on the Harrison CBC 2 Jan 
(WJM), and singles at feeders in Winside 30 Jan (NB) and Lincoln 18 Feb 
(RE). 

Pine Siskin: Numbers were low except in the west, where 76 were counted on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec (fide AK) and 50 were at Wildcat Hills NC 22 Feb 
(AK). Only about 20 were reported elsewhere (m. ob.). 

American Goldfinch: Best CBC count was the 705 at S-BOL 16 Dec (fide JG). 
House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow: Potentially a first state record, one was photographed near 

Norfolk 3 Feb (MB) and again there 11 Feb (PR,BFH). This species has 
been gradually expanding northwestward in Iowa over the last few years; the 
nearest Iowa record is from Greene Co, in west-central Iowa. 



Vol. 75 No. l The Nebraska Bird Review 

HENSLOW'S SP ARROW STATUS IN NEBRASKA 

Henslow•s Sparrow habitat: Pawnee Prairie WMA., Pawnee County, Nebraska (Photo by 
Ross Silcoclc) inset: Juvenile Henslow's Sparrow (photo Powdennill Avian Research 
Center, used with permission) 
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Tabor, IA 51653 
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Henslow's Sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii) is a grassland species of 
considerable conservation concern endemic to southern and eastern North America 
(Herkert et al. 2002; Reinking 2002). Annual declines of about 7.5% from 1966 -
2000 (Sauer et al. 2001) and the extirpation of breeding birds from large portions of 
the historic range have led to the sparrow being listed as a species of "Highest 
Concern"' on the Partners in Flight National Watch List (PIFNWL: 
htt:p://www ,partnersinfliiht.o~ont plan/PIF3 Part2WEB.pdt). 

While the Henslow's Sparrow is not listed as federally threatened or 
endangered, most species on this list are prime candidates for such consideration. 
The Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan (Schneider et al. 2005) considers the Henslow's 
Sparrow a "Tier I At-Risk Species". 

Henslow's Sparrow is a rare but regular summer resident and breeder in 
southeast Nebraska (Sharpe et al. 200 l ). In the United States, the breeding range has 
apparently expanded northwestward in the last two decades (Herkert et al. 2002; 
Reinking 2002). Nebraska reports were few prior to 1990 and none were reported in 
the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas project 1984-89 (Mollhoff 200 l ). A set of eggs 
and a female were said to have been collected in Douglas County prior to 1900 
(Bruner et al. 1904), and there are 3 specimens in the University of Nebraska State 
Museum, all collected near Lincoln 26 Apr-18 May 1899-1920 (Sharpe et al. 2001 ). 
The only other published report prior to 1980 was of a singing male at Nine-Mile 
Prairie, Lancaster Co, 8 Jul 1951; no others were seen and no nesting evidence was 
found (Baumgarten 1953). 

Since the mid-1980s, however, Henslow's Sparrows have been found with 
regularity in small numbers at several locations in southeastern Nebraska, notably 
Burchard Lake Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Pawnee County, Audubon 
Spring Creek Prairie in Lancaster County, Boyer Chute NWR in Washington 
County, University of Nebraska's Allwine Prairie in Douglas County, Hall County 
sites owned by Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust and The Nature 
Conservancy, and Pawnee Prairie WMA in Pawnee County (Figure 1). 

The first singing male was found on the south side of Burchard Lake in 
Pawnee County 6 May 1985 (Wright 1985); this bird was photographed and seen by 
others through 31 May (Sharpe et al 2001). Since 1985, Henslow's Sparrows have 
been reported from the Burchard Lake area, both within the WMA and on adjacent 
privately-owned land (Sullivan 2005); Sullivan found 27 singing birds on and 
around Burchard Lake WMA as well as a nest with 4 eggs on adjacent private land 
(Sullivan 2005). 

In Lancaster County, a singing Henslow's Sparrow was found by Joseph 
Gubanyi in 1994 at Spring Creek Prairie, an Audubon Society-owned site near 
Denton (Silcock and Rosche 1994). Since then, a few Henslow's Sparrows have been 
found there most years, although no breeding activity has been reported (Kevin 
Poague, pers. comm.). 

Beginning in 2000, singing birds were found in a restored prairie at Boyer 
Chute National Wildlife Refuge in Washington County (Jerry Toll, pers. comm.). 
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In Douglas County, 1-2 Henslow's Sparrows have been found at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha's 65-hectare (160-acre) Allwine Prairie Preserve in northwest 
Omaha in 2004 and 2005 (John P. McCarty and L. LaReesa Wolfenbarger, pers. 
comm.). 

Farther west there are records of breeding birds on properties owned by the 
Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust and The Nature Conservancy in 
Hall County in the central Platte River Valley. Native grasslands are being restored 
and managed by rotational grazing and burning at these sites, with grassland bird 
species monitored at the Trust by Daniel Kim and for The Nature Conservancy by 
Chris Helzer. Beginning in 2004, Henslow's Sparrows were found on Trust property 
consisting of tall-grass prairie remnants within a large area of grasslands (Kim 2005). 
At least one nest was found in 2004 (Kim 2005). In 2006, singing Henslow's 
Sparrows were present on Trust property in May and dependent juveniles were seen 
later in the summer, numbers of singing birds increased through August (Dan Kim, 
pers. comm.). Nearby at the Caveny Tract owned by The Nature Conservancy, there 
have been multiple sightings 1995-2005 (Chris Hetz.er, pers. comm.; Kim 2005). 
Sullivan (2005) found 8 singing birds in the southwest part of Pawnee Prairie WMA 
and 2 on adjacent private land in 2004. A nest was found at Pawnee Prairie also 
(Sullivan 2005). 

FIGURE 1. Current breeding distribution of the Henslow's Sparrow in Nebraska. Shaded 
areas right (east) of line represent overall range. Dots are sites where Henslow's Sparrow 
has been reported since 1990, including I) Burchard Lake-Pawnee Prairie area, Pawnee 
County, 2) Audubon's Spring Creek Prairie, 3) Whooping Crane Trust and Nature 
Conservancy properties, Hall County, 4) Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge, 
Washington County, and 5) Stanton County CRP tracts (Negus 2005). 

There are additional sightings from other locations, although these sites do 
not consistently support Henslow's Sparrows. Searches by Concordia University 
professor Joseph Gubanyi and students from 1994-2000 yielded reports from near 
Bennet in Lancaster County 25 May 1994, at Meadowlark Lake WMA, Seward Co, 
each year (maximum 2 singing birds) 1997-2000, and at Redtail WMA, Butler 
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County, 24 June 2000 (Sharpe et al 2001). The westernmost reports are sightings 
by Chris Helz.er (pers. comm.) at The Nature Conservancy's Willa Cather Prairie in 
Webster County, including 6 singing males there 4 Jun 1999. There are only 4 
records for the Rainwater Basin, all in June and July from Clay County, the first in 
1999 (J. Jorgensen, pers. obs.). 

Whether recent records indicate an increase in numbers and range of 
Henslow's Sparrows in Nebraska or have resulted from increased searches for this 
species remains unknown, although, as noted above, this species appears to be 
expanding its range. The Henslow's Sparrow is a species of considerable 
conservation concern and may easily go undetected even when present, so there is a 
clear need to monitor the species status in the state on a regular basis. 
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2006-2007 Christmas Bird Counts in Nebraska 

Despite snow and ice stonns which forced postponement of several counts 
and prevented participation by a number of birders, all 14 counts which were held 
last winter took place again this winter. The total number of species (131) was two 
more than last year's 129, and the total number of individuals was 177,590, down 
some 30,000. 

Waterfowl numbers were about nonnal. Canada Goose numbers were down 
16,000 from last year, but this is a number which fluctuates on that scale from year 
to year. Northern Pintails are becoming more abundant on Christmas Counts. Their 
tallies in the early 1990s were in the single digits, last year's count was 96, and this 
year 146 were counted, highest since 157 in 1966. 

Great Blue Herons hit an all-time high this year with 42 tallied, 14 of those 
on the Lincoln count. Likewise Northern Harriers were counted in record numbers 
this year: 106 was this year's count and the previous high was 103 in 1994. Red­
tailed Hawks have been increasing during every decade since the 1960s. The average 
number seen on Christmas counts in the l 960s was 32, in the 1970s the average was 
81, in the 1980s it was 208, in the 1990s it was 250, and from 2000 to 2005 it was 
373. This year's count of 542 was an all-time high. 

Unusual birds this year included the Greater Yellowlegs at Lake 
McConaughy, only once previously recorded on a Christmas count in 1993 at the 
same location, and the Slaty-backed Gull at Omaha. The second-ever Inca Dove was 
found on the Lake McConaughy count; one was counted in 1987 in Kearney. Other 
doves continue to increase in numbers: Eurasian Collared--Doves were unsurprisingly 
at an all-time high of 296, and the Mourning Dove tally of 394 was the 5th-highest 
count. 

Seven owl species were counted, despite the fact that Short-eared Owls were 
missed altogether. The Barn Owl at McConaughy was only the 4th on a Christmas 
count, and the Snowy at the same location was only the 7th record, including count 
week birds in 1976 and 1980. The two Northern Saw-whet Owls (DeSoto and 
Norfolk) tied the previous high count (Mcconaughy in 2000). The 14 Long-eared 
Owls at Branched Oak-Seward contributed to the total of20, 5th-highest count. 

Good numbers of Belted Kingfishers were found: 47, 13 of which were on 
the Lincoln count. Red-bellied Woodpeckers also were abundant; 416, second only 
to last year's 433. Only 3 Red-headed Woodpeckers were found; their average count 
since 2000 is 35. The Black-billed Magpie tally (39) was the lowest since 1967. 
American Crows were scarce, too, despite the 1840 counted at Calamus. This year's 
total of 3079 is low compared to the average of 7133 since 2000. 

Black-capped Chickadee numbers are now in a more nonnal historical range 
statewide, although they have not recovered to their pre-2003 levels at several central 
Nebraska counts. They were missed entirely at Calamus, where their pre-2003 
average was 62, and only 3 were found at Grand Island, where their pre-2003 average 
was 101. 
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White-breasted Nuthatches were at an all-time high of 858, with 229 of those 
counted at Omaha. Carolina Wrens also appeared to be having a good year. The 
total of 47 (on 5 counts) was an all time high count. Just the 22 seen at Omaha 
would have been an all time high. More Eastern Bluebirds (397) were counted than 
ever before while American Robins (3793) were at their lowest in 10 years. 

Last year's all-time high count of Snow Buntings (31) was easily eclipsed 
this year with 61, seen at Calamus, Harrison and Lake Mcconaughy. Northern 
Cardinals crept up to a new high count of 913, missed only at Crawford and 
Harrison. 

2006-07 CBC Participants 

Ames Joe Gubanyi, Clem Klaphake, Steve Lamphere, Jeanne Miller, Wayne 
Mollhoff, Elizabeth Mulliken, Jerry Mulliken, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, 
Neal Ratzlaff, Carolyn Sonderman, Jerry Toll (12) 

Beaver Valley Mitzi Fox, Wayne Mollhoff, Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker 
(compiler), Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Elsie Wheeler (7) 

Branched Oak- Seward Alex DeGarmo, Kevin DeGarmo, Paul Dunbar, Rick Eades, 
Larry Einemann, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Robin Harding, Joel Jorgensen, Robert 
Kaul, Vince Kingston, Thomas E. Labedz, John Quinn, Lanny Randolph, Sarah 
Rehme, Mary Steinbeck, Shane Tucker, Bill Wells, Gertrude Wood (18) 

Calamus-Loup Ben Brogie, Mark Brogie, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), 
Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (6) 

Crawford Kathy Delara, Phyllis Drawbaugh, John Flavin, Ruben Siegfried, Bruce 
Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren Feeder Watcher: Marilee Cargill (6 +I feeder 
watcher) 

DeSoto Bob Barry (compiler), Elliott Bedows, Laurine Blankenau, Dave Crawford, 
Nelli Falzgraf, Betty Grenon, Jason Grundman, Suzanne Gucciardo, Steve 
Lamphere, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Rosalie Noteman, Molly O'Dell, Tom O'Dell, 
Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Dawn Price, Ross Silcock, Greg Stoiber, Jon Strong, 
Jerry Toll, Betty Young (22) 

Grand Island Gordon Backer, Anton Curtis, Blake Hatfield, Ann Kruse, Ron 
Kruse, Ray Kusek, Connie McCartney (compiler), Jim Meyer, Steve Morris, 
Patricia Smith, Vern Throop Feeder Watchers: Kathy Aubushon, Jim Etherton, 
Lewis Hilligas (l l + 3 feeder watchers) 

Harrison. Wayne Mollhoff (compiler), Bruce Walgren, Donna Walgren (3) 

Lake McConaughy Stephen J. Dinsmore (compiler), Bill Huntley, Rodger Knaggs 
(3) 
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Lincoln Irene Alexander, Sue Allen, Linda R. Brown (compiler), Jackie Canterbury, 
Barbara DiBernard, James Eades, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann. Joe Gubanyi. 
Matthew Hans.en, Paul Johnsgard, Tim Knott. Josef Kren, Thomas E. Labedz, 
Daniel Leger, Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, John Miller, Kathy Putensen, 
Juan Ramirez, Ken Reitan, Jules Russ, Laura Safarik, Charles Spence, Leo Spence, 
Brooke Stansberry, Moni Usasz (27) 

Norfolk Joyce Borgelt, Norma Brockmoller, Ben Brogie, Ed Brogie, Mark Brogie, 
Donna Christiansen, Joyce Bucker, Darlene Fink.house, David Heidt, Tony Jacobsen, 
Kyle Knedsen, Lyla Koehlmoos, Tyler Sherman, Matt Stanley, Jan Uttecht, Clayton 
Wainstad, Duane Wolff(compiler), Bonnie Wylie (18) 

Omaha Elliott Bedows, Laurine Blankenau, David Crawford, Fritz Davis, Nelli 
Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon (compiler), Suzanne Gucciardo, Maria Hicks, 
Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, 
Urban Lehner, Sue Mattix, Rosalie Noteman, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don 
Paseka, Janis Paseka, Willard Piercy, Dick Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Kelly Rezac, 
Jean Richter, Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, Eric Scholar, Vicki Scoville, David 
Smith, Greg Stoiber, Penny Zahurones (33) 

Ponca Chris Anderson, Bill Bossman, Bill Brown, Warren Dunkel, Pat Dunn, Jeff 
Fields, Art Huser, Bill Huser (compiler), Jan Johnson, Luke Johnson, Richard 
Johnson, Jerry Probst, Jerry Von Ehwegen (13) 

Scottsbluff Kathy Delara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, 
Michelle Hoff, Helen Hughson, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Ed Newbury, Bonnie 
Schoen, Ruben Siegfried (10) 
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2006-2007 Christmas Bird Counts 
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2006-2007 Christmas Bird Counts 
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Lesser Scauo 225 4 l 8 239 

Bufflehead 34 4 ___ ___12 ----

Common Goldeneve 669 25 3 108 4 508 l,834 
-~-

Hooded Merganser 5 6 7 6 29 ----

Common Merl!llnser ll,754 7 104 17 13,966 

Red-breasted Merganser 4 5 

Ruddy Duck 3 l 4 --

Riniz-necked Pheasant 10 21 21 l 10 2 164 ---

Sharp-tailed Grouse 3 23 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 18 60 

Wild Turkey 41 33 301 10 977 

Northern Bobwhite 3 12 _90 --- ---

Common Loon cw 
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------- ---·--- ~·---- -------

Pied-billed Grebe ---- _,, __ -·--- 1--------- ----------

Red-necked Grebe 

Western Grebe - -

Clark's Grebe ---------------- - ---------- ------ r-------- ---

American White Pelican I --

Double-crested Cormorant --------·---- --- ----------

Great Blue Heron 5 I 2 4 

Bald Eagle 18 II IO 15 I 36 3 ---

adult 12 27 3 -------- --------- r--- ---- ------·-

immature 6 I 9 --·--- ---- -

-~~ified age II IO 15 

Northern Harrier 4 7 ---- 29 - 4 2 9 8 
~--- ~--·-- ------

Sham-shinned Hawk 2 6 I 3 

Coooer's Hawk I 4 I I 3 2 -----

,NQr:t:ftem Goshawk 
-- i---

I 

Accioiter S£~-----
Red-tailed Hawk -~~ 21 86 II 4 117 28 -- ~-

f erruginous Hawk I I 

Roul!h-leizged Hawk l 4 I 5 14 

Buteo SP. ---- - - ----- --- ----- ----- ~-------
2 -----

Golden Eagle I I --r---------- ----- - -------

A111'!ican Kestrel 13 4 IO 2 7 23 12 cw -----

Merlin I I I I -------- --

Prairie Falcon l l -- - --- -- ---- -----

falcon Sf:l. ------ ------------- -----·--

hawk Sf:l. --- ---·-------- ------------ I 

V!rginia Rail 

~can Coot 8 

Killdeer l - ---- ------

Greater Y ellowleizs 
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Pied-billed Grebe l I . _ ____1 ---- - . ·----

Red-necked Grebe I l 
-··- - ----

W estem Grebe 38 -- ---··---
__ 38 

Clark's Grebe 
-· 

l . ... . -1 
American White Pelican 2 cw 3 --- -

Double-crested Cormorant l I - ~---
2 

Great Blue Heron 8 14 I 2 l 4 ·--~ 
BaldEru?le 53 32 24 14 5 222 

adult 4 46 .. ·-·----~ --· ----·-

immature . J __ ___ll 

uns~ified age .. 53 32 24 J! 1------------ 159 . 

Northern Harrier 12 6 4 3 13 5 10§ 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 9 4 5 3 3 _1§ 

Coooer's Hawk 3 l l l 18 
Northern Goshawk 1 ------ --------- ----------

Accipiter sp. 6 2 l ~ 
Red-tailed Hawk 22 39 40 76 50 3 542 
F erru2inous Hawk I 3 
Roullh-le22ed Hawk l l 2 14 2 --·- 45 
Buteo s12. ---- 3 5 

Golden Rude ____ 1 
American Kestrel 13 17 33 14 _!1 21 186 

·-· 

Merlin l l 2 8 
Prairie Falcon 2 

--~-

falcon so. l l 

hawksp. -·---~--~ I 2 
Virginia Rail 2 2 
American Coot lO 66 4 49 137 
Killdeer 8 2 11 
----~- ------

Greater Y ellowle2s l l 
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I----------+----- -- -· ----------+----+-----+----+------+------l-------1 

Wilson's Sn~--- ____ _ 6 

,__R_in~1g~·-_bi_ll_ed_G_ul_I __ ,___---+-___________ _ ].]?, ---~Q_ ____ _ 

California Gull ------r--------l----+-------+------l-------1----l-------1-----1 

47 2 !!_errin_gG1J!I 

Thaver's Gull 
---!------+-------- ~----·- ---------~-~ ----- -----

·-- ------- --- ----+---l-------+---+-----+------1 

Lesser Black-~!aj_ Guc.cl'--1 ---+---+-----+----f----+----+----1----t 

Slatv-backed Gull ------ ----- ----- ------- ______ _,___ __ ___. 
Glaucous Gull 

gull sp. -------+----+-­ 200 

Rock Pigeon 190 7 99 389 116 5 

Eur. Collared-Dove 9 18 26 30 46 14 4 10 
---+-----+----+----- ----- ---~--- -------

Mourning Dov_e ____ -+--__ 3_3-+----- 11 63 _ _______!l __ _ 

Inca Dove o----------j--------- ~---------1--------J----l-----l-----+----1-----

!J_3!1! ~I ---
Eastern Screech-Owl 2 3 2 2 11 2 

Great Homed Owl 4 3 7 1 3 
!----------+---- ---+---+-----+----+-- --+---+----·- ---

Snowy_ Owl_ __ 

Barred Owl 3 11 

l'll:<:>.rth._~a~:_~_ll~Q~L ----+----

14 Long-eared Owl 2 ------ - --- ----

,_B_e_lted_Ki_'~ng~Jfi_1s_he_r __ ~---- __ 5-+-----+--- ______ _1 ____ _____ 1_ ___ 4'-'-__ __. 

Red-~~· )V<>aj~e~r----+----

~R=ed~·~be~l~l._W_'oodoec----'CL..C-C.lk~e'-r-+------"'3-4~--~5,__6~5 +----1---- 51 11 

Yellow-bell. Sansucker 1 

Downy Woodoecker __ 32 19 __ @ _____ 4 +---8--+-_~82=-+---__ 13-+-___ l_. 

~W_~ ___ k __ er ___ -+-__ 12-+-- 18 4 4 8 3 2 

J"lQ__rthem Flicker 58 ~- 15 91 18 165 38 

Lou.2erhead Shrike 1 --+----+----- --·- c-----l--------'-----1-------' 

~orthe111 Shtik~_ ----+----------<~ _ ___ 8+----51------6-+-----+----- - ___ __1 
Blue Jav 17 3 146 2 4 66 24 
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Wilson's Snine I 5 14 
Rin2-billed Gull 890 65 43 '-· I - 1,322 --

California Gull 27 27 
Herrin2 Gull 293 342 

~-

Thayer's Gull 4 4 ---

Lesser Black-backed Gull I ____ ___! 
---~--

Slatv-backed Gull I I 

Glaucous Gull I 1 

lwtlsp. ----·- L_...... _____ 

-·---·-··-- -~-·--
- --- 200 

Rock Pigeon 7 737 423 672 106 250 3,906 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 51 88 2% 
--

Mourning Dove 6 190 8 64 ..__ 6 
---~-~-----

_ ___J21 ---------

Inca Dove I I 

Barn Owl I I 

Eastern Screech-Owl 1 2 ____ __1 
~--~----1 - 3 35 

Great Homed Owl 2 9 8 I 4 I 44 

Snowy Owl I I 

Barred Owl 3 5 I 24 

North. Saw-whet Owl 
·l--

I 2 
Long-eared Owl I I 2 20 --

~ted Kin11.fisher 2 13 4 7 3 4 47 

Red-headed Woodnecker I I I J 
Red-bellied Woodnecker 2 50 17 152 29 cw 416 
Yellow-bellied Saosucker I 2 
Downv Woodnecker 13 112 42 122 29 IO 550 --

Hairv Woodn=ker 6 12 9 22 8 2 111 
Northern Flicker 13 24 16 85 31 27 582 
Lo1111erhead Shrike I 

Northern Shrike I 3 4 2 I 32 
-~ ----

BlueJav 14 190 17 52 I 34 570 
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Black-billed M~_ ---·--
II 3 

American Crow 24 15 403 -------- ---
1,840 46 244 24 -- 60 

Homed Lark 38 200 73 6 79 34 125 53 
Bl.-caooed Chickadee 61 10 47 62 206 3 9 

--·-···· - --

Tufted Titmouse 
-----~-'------~ 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 7 3 1 2 
White-hr. Nuthatch 57 47 60 5 107 152 4 
Pvgmv Nuthatch 10 20 

Brown Creeoer 2 3 6 2 1 
----·---- --~ 

Carolina Wren 7 2 2 --------- --

Winter Wren 1 I 

Mll!S_h ~ren ----

Golden-er. Kinglet 10 3 13 4 14 4 
Ruby-crowne<l__J(inglet 

··-·--

Eastern Bluebird 65 143 l 83 32 
·---·--·- -

Townsend's Solitaire l 2 2 

Hennit Thrush l 

A1_11erican Robin 493 157 531 220 95 146 5 

Northern Mockingbird 

.fuQ_wn Thrasher - 1 ---

Euronean Starling 
>------

3,357 336 1,180 44 154 l,960 1,282 56 

Cedar Waxwing 86 243 351 II 97 49 

Yellow-rumo. Warbler 1 6 1 

~~-IQ~~ --- L --

American Tree Soarro' 68 94 712 126 113 484 82 37 

Field Sparrow 3 
-

Fox Soarrow l 3 
Soni!. Soarrow 3 l 13 l 10 3 l 

White-throat. Soarrow 1 l 
~- ··--

Harris' Soarrow 5 2 92 51 7 
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Black-bille.d Muulie 16 9 39 
-~· -------

American Crow 1 70 43 216 74 19 _J,079 .. ~-

Home.dLark 76 2 63 120 869 
Black-canned Chickadee 7 79 31 364 9J_ 10 982 ------· --·--

Tufted Titmouse 34 42 -- ----

Re.d-breasted Nuthatch 11 7 1 l _J1 
White-breasted Nuthatch 2 97 55 229 42 l 858 -

Pvwnv Nuthatch 30 

Brown Creeper 24 2 13 l 54 ------

Carolina Wren 14 ----- 22 4?' 
Winter Wren l l .--1 
Marsh Wren --f---•• 

1 
·-

1 ------

Golden-crowne.d Kinglet 2 34 4 88 

~-crowne.d Kinglet -------- l ___ _! 

Eastern Bluebird 7 54 12 397 
·-

Townsend's Solitaire 15 5 25 
Hermit Thrush 

'-
l 

American Robin 203 33 16 354 l,156 384 3,793 

Northern Mockingbird l --- .!...__. ___ --· 
l 

Brown Thrasher l 
-· ---·- ----

Euro..-n Starling 370 5,679 7,872 6,500 830 l,764 31,384 -

Ce.dar Waxwing 24 60 50 165 74 17 l,227 ... 

Yellow-rumned Warbler l 2 11 

Sootted Towhee 5 5 ----

American Tree Sparrow 107 448 550 441 171 2 3,435 
-· 

Field Snarrow 3 
Fox Sparrow 1 5 

Song Snarrow 12 11 4 17 2 78 

White-throated Sparrow 29 5 
·'-

36 

Harris' Soarrow 2 11 24 39 233 
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White-crowned Snarrow 1 

Dark.-eved JU11c.<>. 250 155 940 188 74 910 197 48 
-- ----·. ----- --

Slate-colored 276 29 
-

Oregon 4 21 3 
----·-

--~l!!~~if1_g_ed -- 2 -----

Pink-sided --~-J ~-
unsoecified subs_p__,, ___ 250 155 660 188 19 910 197 45 

_!.,_ap_land Lone;snur 1 53 2 15 
Snow Bunting ----· ---. _____ .f_ 

-~-.. --- [_ ______ --~---·-
21 ---

Northern Cardinal 30 6 134 4 148 31 
--~--

Red-wine:ed Blackbird 300 203 3 34 21 91 ----

W estem Meadowlark. 24 1 1 ---------· --- ·-~- --

meadowlark. so. 26 35 1 60 6 
Rusty Blackbird 34 
Brewer's Blackbird - ----·- ---

Common Grackle l 1 24 --·---------- -------

.Qreat-tailed Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

~~ir:d_~l_). -- - ~-------

1 -- ----·----- -------

Purole Finch 2 3 21 1 --

House Finch 4 34 114 28 12 13 77 

9>'!'lf!lOn_!!:ajpoll_ ___ 
~ 

9 8 
Red Crossbill _§ ------

Pine Siskin 4 14 --- ---------/-.- '--------- - ----- ··-

American Goldfinch 144 186 705 91 191 216 79 5_~ -- -- .. _, ______ - --~ -·----- ·--- -· ----- --

Houses w 365 71 451 2_! 205 293 163 56 

f----

TOTAL SPECIES 51 39 73 56 35 65 60 28 
TOTAL INDIVIDUAL 14 167 2 241 9.001 10.834 1.389 35.201 9934 529 
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White-crowned Soarrow 1 
--~· 

3 5 

Q3:J:k~ed Junco -----··· 318 859 275 155 227 102 5,2~8 ---

Slate-colored 109 158 155 13 1,340 
OreiZon 26 13 18 85 ----- -- --

~Jti~~ingaj ____ ... 1 3 
Pink-sided 25 2 30 

f-----

unsoecified subsoecies 157 688 275 227 69 3,840 

J.aplan4 Lonl!snur 43 114 
Snow Bunting 36 61 
Northern Cardinal 22 212 29 258 _}! 1 --- 913 - - --------- ----- - --------·-

Red-winged Blackbird 8 1 86 250 429 1,111 2,537 
W estem Meadowlark 26 

-·- ,, __ - ----

meadowlark sp. ~- 21 3 62 25 cw 239 
Rusty Blackbird 6 --------1--------

5 45 -------··- ---------

J:lrew~sJJJackbird 1 1 
Common Grackle CW 5 31 
Great-tailed Grackle 1 1 -- ------

Brown-headed Cowbird 1 2 3 --- -

blackbird SJ). 1 ---

Pumlefinch 6 33 -

House Finch 100 166 54 63 19 239 923 
-~-----

~ommon R~J'C>.!L ___ 2 ----- 19 
Red Crossbill 6 
Pine Siskin 
1-----~~--------- ·----- 6 2 3 1 76 1()§ 
,American Goldfinch 77 

~--
298 160 216 34 400 2,851 

House Soarrow 204 606 331 115 130 234 3,912 

---- -----~--- - -- ~-~----

-

TOTAL SPECIES -- ___ 2Q _____ _11 ~~~ ~- 64 ~---1! 59 131 ---------·- .. 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 23.783 14.716 12.642 15.262 6 827 20 691 177 217 



2006-07 CBC Site Data 
Date Species Individuals Observers Low Temp High Temp Sky (am/pm) Precip. 

Ames 3 Jan 07 51 14,167 12 26 42 clear none 

Beaver Valley 28Dec 39 2,241 7 26 36 cloudy none 

Branched Oak/Seward 16Dec 73 9,001 18 34 51 cloudy none 

Calamus-Loup 23Dec 56 10,834 6 10 30 partly cloudy none 

Crawford 3 Jan 07 35 1,389 6 + 1 26 36 mostly cloudy none 

DeSoto-Boyer 23 Dec 65 35,201 22 28 43 cloudy none 

Grand Island 16Dec 60 9,934 11+3 36 52 cloudy none 

Harrison 2 Jan 07 28 529 3 16 46 partly cloudy none 

Lake Mcconaughy 28Dec 90 23,783 3 27 34 clear/partly cloudy none 

Lincoln 17Dec 73 14,716 27 22 42 partly cloudy none 

Norfolk 16Dec 55 12,642 18 38 51 cloudy/partly cloudy none 

Omaha l6Dec 64 15,262 33 38 52 fog/partly cloudy none 

Ponca S.P. 23 Dec 44 6,827 13 26 37 cloudy/clear none 

Scottsbluff 16Dec 59 20,691 10 31 43 partly cloudy none 

Total 131 177,217 189 + 4 

Additional observer numbers at Crawford and Grand Island are feeder watchers. 

r: 
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