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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2007

Compiled by W, Ross Silcock
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653
silcock@rosssilcock.com

INTRODUCTION

Extremes of weather conditions and resulting variation in water conditions
were noteworthy this spring. The west was very dry, but the Rainwater Basin had
ample rains resulting in excellent breeding conditions for various waterbirds, notably
Eared Grebe and American Coot. Shorebird numbers were unremarkable, although
there was plenty of variation between species. Indeed, Dunlin, with record numbers,
and Ruddy Turnstones were numerous. Arrival dates were pushing early, but not
record early. Species earlier than average were American Golden-Plover, Mountain
Plover, Black-necked Stilt, White-rumped Sandpiper, and Stilt Sandpiper.

Increasingly associated with wetlands, albeit unrelated to water levels, Greater
Prairie-Chicken continued to use grassy margins of wetlands in the Rainwater Basin
for lek sites. Leks were also noted in agricultural fields. Use of these habitats
suggests ability to adapt and bodes well for the future of this species in southeast
. Nebraska, where it is also doing very well in its traditional native grassland habitats.

. Red-shouldered Hawks are being reported away from the traditional breeding

site at Fontenelle Forest, the only site known in the state. Other species continuing

range expansions and increasing in numbers are Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Carolina
Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and Summer Tanager.

It was a fun spring for rarity-seckers, with a putative first state record Zone-

tailed Hawk, one of fewer than 5 records on the Great Plains north of the breeding

. range, a state 7th record Curve-billed Thrasher, found, appropriately, by the state’s

Non-game Bird Program Manager, and a 9th state record Golden-crowned Sparrow.

Lesser highlights, but still major zooties, were Common Crane, Prairic Warbler,

Connecticut Warbler, and Cape May Warbler,

ABBREVIATIONS

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City;

BOL: Branched Oak L SRA, Lancaster Co;
Cem: Cemetery;

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co;

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos;
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co;

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos;
L: Lake;

LM: L McConaughy SRA, Keith Co;

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co;

LO: L Ogallala SRA, Keith Co;

m.ob,: many observers;

NC: Nature Center;

NOURC: Nebraska Omithologists’ Union Records Committee;
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NWR: National Wildlife Refuge;

PL: Pawnee L SRA, Lancaster Co;

Res: Reservoir;

RWB: Rainwater Basin; eastern RWB mostly Fillmore, Clay and surrounding
counties, western RWB mostly Phelps Co;

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co;

SHP: State Historical Park;

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s);

SP: State Park;

SRA: State Recreation Area;

WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State);

WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal);

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, s. Sioux Co.

GAZETTEER:

Boyer Chute;: NWR, Washington Co;

Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co;

Jack Sinn: Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos;

Kiowa: WMA, Scoits Bluff Co;

Rowe Sanctuary: Lillian Annette Rowe Bird Sanctuary, Buffalo Co;
Sandhills: large area of sand prairic and wetlands in central Nebraska;
Tamora;: WMA, Seward Co;

Valentine NWR: Cherry Co;

Waco-Spikerush: Waco WPA and Spikerush WMA, York Co;

OBSERVERS

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff;

AEK: Allen E. Kurth, Bellevue;

AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA;

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering;

ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue;

B&DW: Bruce and Donna Walgren, Casper, WY,
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City;
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue;

BH: Brian Hula, Bellevue;

BN: Brent Nelson, Scottsbluff;

CB: Charles Brown, Tulsa, OK;

CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett;

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Believue;
CWH: C.W., Huntley, Ogallala;
D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion;
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames;
DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA;

DK: Dan Kim, Wood River;

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom;

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue;
G&WH: Glen and Wanda Hoge, Alma;
GW: Gordon Warrick, Blair;
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HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitcheli;
JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln;

JE: John Flavin, Chadron;

JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Seward;

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha;

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln;

JI: Jan Johnson, Wakefield;

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Raymond;
JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington;

JP: Jerry Probst, Sioux City, IA;
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha;

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha;

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha;

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha;

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell;

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln;

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney;

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue;
L&CF: Laurence and Carol Falk, Nebraska City;
LB: Laurel Badura, Keamey;

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln;

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon;

LS: Larry Snyder, Kimball,

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton;
MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoin;

NF: Nelli Falzgraf, Bellevue;

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln;

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings;

PH: Pat Heller, Louisville, CO;
PS: Phil Swanson, Papillion;

RB: Roland Barth, Bellevue;

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD;
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln;

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon;

RHe: Renae Held, Lincoin, NE;
RS: Rick Schmid, Bellevue;

RW: Rick Wright, Tucson, AZ;
SB: Steve Brown, Colorado Springs, CO;
SK: Sarah Knutie, Tulsa, OK;

SR: Sarah Rehme, Seward;

ST: Scott Taylor, Lincoln;

TB: Tom Bloom, Apple Valley, MN;
TF: Tim Fennell, Round Rock, TX;
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow;
TIW: T.J. Walker, Brady;

TM: Tracy Morfeld, Valley;

TP: Theresa Pester, Walton;

TS: Tom Stehn, Austwell, TX;
VOB: Valerie O’Brien, Tulsa, OK;
WF: William Flack, Madison;
WM: Wayne MollhofY, Ashland;
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA.
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Greater White-fronted Goose: Routine reports.

Snow Goose: Best counts were 350,000 between Gothenburg and Kearney 4 Mar
(SB) and 200,000 at Harvard Marsh 16 Mar (PD). Of interest was the
composition of the flock of 100,000 near North Platte 8 Mar: 20-30% “Blue
Geese”, in contrast to the virtual absence of this color morph nearby in the
Panhandle as recently as 1990 (TJW, Richard Rosche).

Ross's Goose: Best count was a moderate 100 at PL 11 Mar (LE). One in Dakota
Co 14 May (BFH) was tardy.

Cackling Goose: Best count was the “hundreds” at GPD 8 Mar (RE).

Canada Goose: Best tally was the 100,000 between Gothenburg and Kearney 4 Mar
(RE). The medium-sized subspecies inferior is generally thought to occur
primarily in eastern Nebraska (Birds of North America), and so of interest
was the observation by an experienced observer that “interior types were
common” in central Nebraska 28 Mar (RW). A pair with 9 “fluffballs” was at
Gering SL 27 Apr (KD).

Trumpeter Swan: Routine reports,

Tundra Swan: Three were found at Rowe Sanctuary 4 Mar (SB,KS); this is arare
spring migrant,

Wood Duck: The 15 at GPD 9 Mar (MB) were on the early side.

Gadwall; Routine reports.

Eurasian Wigeon: The only report of this rare, but essentially annual, migrant was
rather early in York Co 6 Mar (RE); it is the 26th spring record.

American Wigeon: Routine reports.

Mallard: Routine reports.

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports.

Cinnamon Tesl: Usually 10-12 can be found at Kiowa, and so the amazing 50 there
22 Apr was a surprise, as well as a record count (KD). Easterly were a single
at BOL 22 Mar (JGJ), and a hybrid with Blue-winged Teal there 24 Mar
(JGJ) and 13 Apr (AG,BG).

Northern Shoveler: A rather early brood of 4 ducklings with a hen was in Seward
Co 20 May (JG). This is only the Sth report of a brood in the e. RWB since
1990,

Northern Pintail: Routine reports.

Green-winged Teal: Three at Harvard Marsh 28 May (PD) were rather late.

Canvasback; Two in Sarpy Co 17 May (CNK) were rather late that far east. Also
rather late was one identified as a female at LO 29 May (JM). Best count was
a mediocre 200 at BOL 9 Mar (JGJ).

Redhead: Best count was a moderate 1000 at BOL 9 Mar ((JGJ). Two in the e.
RWB 26 May (JGJ) were suggestive of breeding, which occurs occasionally
there.

Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports,

Greater Scaup: About 13 were reported statewide through 24 Apr, the last a male in
Dakota Co (BFH).

Lesser Scaup: Last away from breeding areas were a single at Harvard Marsh 28
May (PD) and a pair at LO 29 May (JM). Breeding is limited to the westem
Sandhills. :

Surf Scoter: Only the 5th spring record with details was a first spring bird at Funk
WPA, Phelps Co, 6 May (KS). The 5 records are 29 Apr-15 May.
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White-winged Scoter: Also rare in spring, only the 23rd and 24th records were a
female at GPD 4-9 Mar (RD,MB) and a single at LNB 19 Mar (RE). Both
dates are rather early, the GPD bird 3rd earliest.

Long-tailed Duck: A surprise location hosted the only one reported: the small pond
across the road from Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux Co, had a basic male 28
Mar (WF).

Bufflehead: Routine reports.

Common Goldeneye: A female in Sarpy Co 12 May (CNK) was rather late.

Hooded Merganser: Routine reports.

Common Merganser: Routine reports.

Red-breasted Merganser: Routine reports.

Ruddy Duck: Nesting is rare in the e. RWB, but 2 pairs at Tamora 20 May (JG)
and 2 males displaying to females in York Co 26 May (JGJ) were suggestive,

Gray Partridge: The only reports from the main range in the northeast were of a
road-killed bird near Brunswick 27 Mar (D&JP) and 2 birds 6 miles ne. of
O’Neill 26 May (DSt). The small population in s. Sioux Co is hanging on;
6 were huddled behind a barn at WSR 28 Mar (HKH).

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports.

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports.

Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species is doing well in se. Nebraska and is
expanding its range by establishing new leks at wetlands surrounded by
agricultural lands, as well as in crop ficlds themselves. It is yet to be seen,
however, whether prairie-chickens will adapt to nesting (as opposed to
displaying) in nontraditional habitats. But, as noted by Joel Jorgensen, “The
Greater Prairie-Chicken story in the Rainwater Basin continues”. A lek at
Rauscher WPA, Fillmore Co, with 10 birds present 9 Apr continues for its
3rd year (JGJ), and a new lek established in the middle of intensely-farmed
countryside at Kirkpatrick Basin South WMA, the first for many years in
York Co, had 2 males 18 May (JGJ). Booming was heard at Harvard Marsh
28 May (PD), one was at BOL 24 Mar (D&JP), and 6 were at Hultine WPA,
Clay Co, 30 Mar (BFH,JP). Farther afield, but still in the southeast, 6 were
on a lek 20 Apr in sw. Nuckolls Co in a field of old com stubble with inter-
planted wheat (DE); birds have been seen displaying in comnfields in the
RWB also (fide JGJ). More traditionally, 6 were just west of SCP 2 Apr, in
native prairie (KP), and one was easterly in sandy prairie in extreme sw.
Platte Co 20 May (WRS).

Wild Turkey: Routine reports.

Northern Bobwhite: One at Gering 17 Apr (AK) continues reports of this species’
presence throughout the North Platte Valley.

Common Loon: Record early was one at HCR 11 Mar (G&WH), and also rather
early was a single at BOL 22 Mar (JGJ). A good count was the 7 in alternate
plumage at LM 21 Apr (BFH,JP).

Pied-billed Grebe: Although not record early for the state, 2 in Harlan Co 11 Mar
were the observers’ earliest ever there (G&WH).

Horned Grebe: This species was widely reported 13 Mar-28 Apr, with at least 58
found, including 13 in Knox Co 17 Apr (MB). In addition, a straggler was
still in Keith Co 20 May (JM).

Eared Grebe: What may be the first records of attempted breeding south and east of
the central Sandhills were provided by a pair (2 of 14 birds present) building
a nest at Waco-Spikerush, 26 May (JGJ), and one (of 28 present) “exhibiting
nesting behavior” similar to that described by Jorgensen at Waco-Spikerush at
Harvard Marsh 28 May (PD).
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Western Grebe: The usual spring “thousands” were at LM 20 Apr (BFH,JP), while
uncommon eastern sightings were of singles in Douglas Co 28 Apr (JSt),
Sarpy Co 12 May (CNK), and at Decatur 24 May (TJW). One in Knox Co 17
Apr (MB) was rather early for the east.

Clark’s Grebe: Routine reports.

American White Pelican: Two at LO 1 Mar (JGJ) were rather early; earliest dates
for migrants are in late Feb. Best count was a moderate 500 in Lancaster Co
13 Apr (RE).

Double-crested Cormorant; One at Alma SL 18 Mar (G&WH) was rather early, and
the 5000 at Wagon Train L, Lancaster Co, 13 Apr (RE) tied the high count
for spring. Breeding may be retumning to the LM area after an absence of
about 60 years; one was on a nest below Kingsley Dam there 28 Apr (MB).
Some 40+ were nest-building at a traditional site at Valentine NWR 26 May
(TH).

American Bittern: Reports were widespread, beginning with one at FF 14 Apr
(L&BP). A nest with 6 eggs was photographed at Harvard Marsh 28 May
(PD); on the same day, an excellent tally of 7 individuals was made (PD).
There are very few nesting records for the RWB; this appears to be the first
documented.

Least Bittern: The only report was of one at Harvard Marsh 28 May (PD), where
water conditions were good.

Great Blue Heron: Several rookeries were reported in the Panhandle
(AK,KD,B&DW), but colonies in the east are more unusual; surprising were
the 60+ nests along the Platte River in Sarpy Co 6 May where 38 nests were
counted 23 Apr (CNK). By 28 Jun the rookery had 120+ birds, including
adults and nearly-fledged young (CNK). A rookery with 12 nests near
Waverly was unexpected (NP).

Great Egret: One in Lancaster Co 2 Apr (KP) was rather early.

Snowy Egret: Surprisingly, only one was reported, that at Father Hupp WPA,
Thayer Co, 11 May 2007 (JGJ).

Little Blue Heron: Although rarely found in spring, usually more than one is
reported; this spring the only sighting was of one at FF 15 May (CNK).
Cattle Egret: One in Otoe Co 26 Mar (L&CF) was record early by 3 days. Reports

were widespread, but numbers low, with only about 50 found.

Green Heron: Northwesternmost was one in Lincoln Co 28 Apr (TJW).

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports.

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported; this is a rare spring migrant in
the southeast, but with few recent reports

Glossy Ibis: Nebraska’s 16th record, and only the 3rd report away from the RWB,
was one in Sarpy Co 25 May 2007 (EB).

White-faced Ibis: A flock of 21 at Harvard Marsh 13 Apr (PD) was rather early. In
all, some 75 were reported statewide, although the only report east of the
RWB was of 6 near Mead 13 May (D&CN).

Turkey Vulture: Routine reports.

Osprey: Routine reports.

Mississippi Kite: As expected, 3-5 were at Ogallala 20-23 May (CNK,JM), but one
in Lancaster Co rather early on 7 May (LE) was a surprise; it is only the 9th
spring record away from Keith Co.

Bald Eagle: The 40 at HCR 5 Mar (G&WH) was a good count. A nest that was
successful in 2006 in Cass Co had an adult present 25 Mar but was
abandoned by 1 Jun (CNK).
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Northern Harrier: The resident pair (since 1999, JT) was seen at Boyer Chute 27
May (WRS). Potentially a local breeder was one at Jack Sinn 12 May (LE).

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports.

Cooper’s Hawk: This species is becoming rather common as a breeder, even in
cities; a nest with 5 eggs was located in Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 24 May
(LE,WM), and nest-building was underway in Bellevue 24 Mar (L&BP).
Another was carrying prey over Seward 21 May (JG).

Northern Goshawk: About par for the spring, the single report was of a female in
Knox Co 17 Apr (MB).

Red-shouldered Hawk: Something is happening with this species; extra-limital
reports (those away from FF) are increasing. A single bird was seen 3 times
12 Apr-4 May at PL. (LE), and another was at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 22
Mar (LE).

Zone-tailed Hawk: An amazing first state record (pending NOURC approval)
involved sharp-eyed observers noticing one roosting with 6 Turkey Vultures
at LO 25 Apr and photographed (CB,VOB,SK; details). It could not be
found there 28 Apr among the 28 vultures on the roost (MB).

Broad-winged Hawk: Only 10 were reported, all from the east, 19 Apr-9 May (m.
ob.).

Swainson’s Hawk: Best count was only 16, those in Buffalo Co 23 Apr (LR,RH).

*  Single dark morphs were reported at opposite ends of the state: FF on 21 Apr
(AEK) and Morrill Co the same day (KD).

Red-tailed Hawk: The pale “Krider’s Hawk” color morph was reported in Sarpy Co
2 Apr (CNK) and Douglas Co 10 Apr (TP); easterly reports are uncommon,
Most Krider’s Hawks are gone from the east by mid-Apr.

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports.

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports.

Golden Eagle: Routine reports.

American Kestrel: Routine reports,

Merlin: A report of the long-distance migrant columbarius from the e. RWB 22
May (JGJ) was rather late for this subspecies.

Prairie Falcon: Easterly was one in Lancaster Co 3 Mar (LE).

Peregrine Falcon: Nebraska’s 2 resident pairs continued. The Lincoln pair at the
State Capitol in their 3rd year had 4 eggs 11 Apr, after fledging 4 young the
past two years, and the Omaha pair on the Woodmen Tower had four 3-week-
old chicks banded 24 May; some 49 young have been fledged in Omaha in
the past 16 years. The subspecies tundrius is the more common of the two
migratory subspecies occurring in Nebraska, and so an anatum in the RWB
27 Apr (JGJ) was unexpected and was indeed the observer’s first for the
RWB.

Virginia Rail: One at WSR was “singing incessantly” in cattails 11 Apr and was
still there 16 May; no nesting evidence was noted, however (HKH).

Sors: The 7 at Harvard Marsh 28 May (PD) and 2 in Sarpy Co 31 May (CNK) were
suggestive of local breeding, but no evidence was noted. Breeding records in
both the east and the RWB are rare.

Commeon Moorhen: One photographed at Tamora 17 May (JG) is the first in
Nebraska for several years and is indicative of the excellent water conditions
in the e. RWB this spring.

American Coot: As mentioned above, water conditions allowed for “what could be a
banner coot production year” (JGJ) in the e. RWB. Some 48 nest mounds
were found at 4 e. RWB sites 26 May, including 27 at Tamora (JGJ). Six
platforms with 6-10 eggs each were at Harvard Marsh 26 May (PD).
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Sandhill Crane: Highest estimate was 200,000 “in the Platte Valley” 12 Apr (CH).
Good numbers move through the Panhandle; “hundreds” were at Winters
Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 17 Mar (AK). Easterly, where rare in spring, were
one over Bellevue 19 Apr (BH) and 3 over Washington Co 29 Apr (CNK).
The 2-3 west of Burwell 20 May, seen by a driver in a hurry to get to a
wedding and unable to stop (MUs) were possibly breeding there (must have
been an important wedding).

Common Crane: One with about 1000 Sandhill Cranes was reported by a group of
birders from Boulder, CO, on private property east of Lewellen 10 Mar (PH).

Whooping Crane: A single bird 16 Mar “on the Platte River” was thought to be
the individual now in its third winter that has never been to Aransas (TS).
However, there were 2 near Rowe Sanctuary the next day (CNK) and 1-2 were
reported in the general area through 1 Apr (m. ob.). An airplane survey 14
Mar located a surprising 25 birds in the Platte Valley (fide CH). Finally, 2
adults and 2 juveniles were on a private wetland in Phelps Co 16-17 Apr
(LB).

Black-bellied Plover: Routine reports.

American Golden-Plover: Five at Harvard Marsh 19 Mar (PD) provided the 2nd-
earliest arrival date ever by a day. An excellent 500 in the e. RWB 6 May
(including 326 in one group) and 346 in one field in York Co 25 Apr (JGJ)
were excellent, but not record, counts.

Snowy Plover: With water levels a bit higher at LM, none were reported from there.
The only report was of single migrants in Seward Co 6 May (JGJ) and near
York the same day (JGJ).

Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports,

Piping Plover: Of interest was one at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 28 Apr (KD);
nesting attempts have been made there in recent years, but only a single bird
was found this year and water levels were high (KD). Seven at LM 20 Apr
(BFH,JP) and 3 at HCR 28 Apr (G&WH) were at locations where breeding
has occurred, the latter site of particular interest. The remaining reports, of
some 14 birds, were from traditional eastemn locations. Very early were
singles at Ashland 2 Apr (RHe) and, a belated report, at Valley 4 Apr 2006

(RHe).

Killdeer: Small fledglings were reported 4 May in Lancaster Co (LE), early, but not
startlingly so.

Mountsain Plover: Displaying and copulation was noted among 3 pairs and a group
of 3 in Kimball Co 26 Mar (LS) and 2 were courting sw. of the Kimball
Airport 21 Apr (BFH,JP). The first date, 26 Mar, is rather early for this
species.

Black-necked Stilt: Rather early were the 6 at Lakeside 12 Apr (WM); two at
Chilibaba Pond near Scottsbluff 18 Apr (AK) and another near Kiowa 26 May
(AK) were the only others reported.

American Avocet: Routine reports.

Spotted Sandpiper: The 25 in Lincoin Co 8 May (TJW) was a good tally.

Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports.

Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports.

Willet: More than usual were easterly; about 65 were reported east of the RWB,
including 36 in Lancaster Co 22 Apr (LE).

Lesser Yellowlegs: The 500 in the e. RWB 27 Apr (JGJ) was an excellent spring
count, The 3 high spring counts are in the short period 24-29 Apr.

Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports.
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Whimbrel: None were reported; this is a rare but regular migrant in spring.

Long-billed Curlew: Ten birds near North Platte 26 Mar (fide TIW) were rather
early; earliest spring dates are 20-22 Mar.

Hudsonian Godwit: Best count was a moderate 92, in the e. RWB 28 Apr (JGJ).
Tying the 3rd-earliest arrival date were 30 at LBN and 11 in Platte Co on 11
Apr (D&JP). Also early were 58 at Harvard Marsh 13 Apr (PD) and 30 in the
¢. RWB 14 Apr (JGJ).

Marbled Godwit: Generally rare in the east, several showed up there: 8 were at
LBN 11 Apr (D&JP), 2 in Lancaster Co 12 Apr (LE), one in Seward Co 2
May (TJW), and 3 near Waverly 5§ May (WRS).

Ruddy Turnstone: Good numbers were reported, including a remarkable near-record
44 near Utica 19 May (JGJ). In all, about 20 others were reported 4-24 May
(m. ob.). Of interest was one using a dry field in the e. RWB 4 May (JGJ);
the observer’s studies have shown that several species other than Buff-breasted
Sandpipers use such habitat,

Sanderling: Routine reports.

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Routine reports.

Western Sandpiper: None were reported; this is a regular but rare spring migrant,

Least Sandpiper: One at BOL 24 Mar (JGJ) was somewhat early.

White-rumped Sandpiper: The 4000 in the e. RWB 17 May (JGJ) was an
excellent count; the 3 high counts are in the very short period 16-20 May,
Another in the e. RWB 27 Apr was photographed (JGJ); this is only 9 days
later than the earliest documented date.

Baird’s Sandpiper: Routine reports.

Pectoral Sandpiper: The 350 at Father Hupp WMA, Thayer Co, 11 May (JGJ),
was an excellent count.

Dunlin: This may have been a record spring for this species; an all-time e. RWB
high count of 235 (3 times the previous high) on 17 May included a single-
site tally of 133 at Renquist WMA, York Co (JGJ), and some 250 more were
reported 2-24 May (m. ob.).

Stilt Sandpiper: The 2nd- and 4th-earliest on record were 5 in Seward Co 4 Apr
(LE) and one in the e. RWB 9 Apr (JGJ). Numbers were considered low early
on (JGJ), but good numbers were reported starting mid-May. Best count was
a moderate 500 in the e. RWB 19 May (JGJ).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Interestingly, the first to appear were in the northeast, 5
in Dakota Co 29-30 Apr (BFH). Best counts, as expected, were 250 in the e,
RWB 17 May (JGJ) and 226 in Thayer Co 11 May (JGJ). Last were 35 in the
e. RWB in 4-inch-tall corn 26 May (JGJ).

Short-billed Dowitcher: The reports were of about 60 birds in the expected period
10-20 May (m. ob.).

Long-billed Dowitcher: Rather early were 2 at Tamora 18 Mar (L&BP) and 2 at
Harvard Marsh 21 Mar (PD). An excellent count was the 1900 in the e. RWB
4 May, including 976 at Sora WMA, Fillmore Co (JGJ). The 3 highest
counts are in the short period 1-4 May.

Wilson’s Snipe: Winnowing birds were heard in Lancaster Co 12-13 Apr
(LE,AG,BG); breeding has been reported in Lancaster Co in the past,
although winnowing may continue for days or weeks before breeding takes
place. Somewhat early, if indeed migrants, were the 5 at Harvard Marsh 16
Mar (PD), where wintering generally does not occur.
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American Woodcock: Sightings in the Sandhills suggest that the breeding range
may extend farther west than generally realized; 3 were near Dannebrog 13
Mar (WF) and 2 at Goose L., near Chambers, 23 Mar (WF). Well to the west
of expected Platte Valley reports was one well-seen near Hershey 27 Mar
(TJW); this is about the 4th report from Lincoln Co, all Mar-Jun.

Wilson’s Phalarope: One in Scottsbluff Co 17 Mar (AK) was record early by a day.
Large numbers were seen in the e. RWB, where 2600 were estimated 28 Apr
(JGJ). Breeding has occurred in the e. RWB, but records are few, and so
copulation at Sora WMA, Fillmore Co, 9 May (JGJ), and two nests each
with 4 eggs at Harvard Marsh 14 and 29 May (PD) were significant finds.

Red-necked Phalarope: Unexpected in the east, where rare in spring, was one in
Sarpy Co 22-26 May (CNK,EB,JR). There are only about 30 spring records
from the eastern half of the state.

Franklin’s Gull: Routine reports.

Bonaparte’s Gull: Routine reports.

Mew Gull: An adult at Salt L, Lincoln, 13 Mar (JGJ) was a surprise; this is only
the 11th spring record.

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports.

California Gull: The only reports were of one in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Mar (AK), a
rather early date away from LM, and, unexpectedly, one easterly at BOL 24
Mar (D&JP), only the 6th spring record for the east.

Herring Gull: Routine reports.

Thayer’s Gull: The only report was of an adult at LO 1 Mar (JGJ).

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Now regular in occurrence, 3 were reported: adults
(possibly the same bird?) at BOL 10 Mar (JGJ) and Sait L, Lincoln, 13 Mar
(JG)), and a single at L.O 28 Apr (MB).

Glaucous Gull: Two were reported: a first-year at BOL 9-11 Mar (JGJ,LE,CNK)
and a single at HCR 4 Mar (G&WH).

Least Tern: Most reports were from traditional eastern locations and from the LM
area. However 2 nests and a total of 8 birds at a public beach in Saunders Co
28 May (CNK) were unexpected; by 29 Jun 11 adults, 5 on nests, and 2
mobile young were present (CNK). A county first for the observer was one in
Antelope Co 29 May (MB).

Caspian Tern: The usual small numbers for spring were reported: 5 at BOL 7 May
(LE) and singles in Sarpy Co 29 May (CNK) and at LO 29 May (JM).

Black Tern: Routine reports.

Common Tern: Only 3 were reported: singles at Harvard Marsh 10 May (PD), a
rather early date, LO 29 May (JM), and in Antelope Co 30 May (MB), a
county first for the observer.

Forster’s Tern: Nesting was underway at Valentine NWR by 26 May (TH).

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports.

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Best count was 20 in Bassett 3 Mar (CH).

White-winged Dove: The increase in reports continues, with 3 this spring. One was
in Omaha 25-30 Mar (RS, m,ob.), another was photographed in a Papillion
yard 20 May (PS), and one was in Scotts Bluff Co 26 May (AK). Most
reports are Apr-Oct, and the Omaha sighting is only the 4th outside this
period.

Mourning Dove: Singles in Dixon Co 11 Mar (JJ) and Scotts Bluff Co 16 Mar
(KD) were rather early at those locations,
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Inca Dove: A Texan experienced with this species reported 3 in Lincoin 31 May
(TF); unfortunately no photographs were taken. This species, like White-
winged Dove, is moving northward on the Great Plains,

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A good count was the 16 at FF 10 May (JR), and rather
carly for the location were singles in Lincoln Co 20 May (D&JP) and in
Keith Co the same day (JM).

Black-billed Cuckoo: Five were reported, 3 of these from Otoe Co on 9, 12 and 31
May (L&CF). The others were at FF 10 May (JR) and in Garden Co 20 May
(M).

Barn Owl: Rather early arrivals were one roosting on a rock face at ICSP 18 Mar
(WF) and another retumning to the Creighton nest site at the northeast edge of
the summer range 22 Mar for the 3rd year (MB).

Eastern Screech-Owl: Rare in Nebraska, a red morph road-killed bird was found in
Cass Co 18 Mar (WM). Two young fledglings were in a Lincoln yard 26
May (MUs).

Great Horned Owl: Nestlings were found in Sheridan Co 12 Apr (WM) and Scotts
Bluff Co 19 Apr (KD), and two fledglings with an adult were in Washington
Co 29 Apr (CNK).

Burrowing Owl: Reports from the e. RWB are increasing; 1-2 were seen at a
“ghost” prairie-dog town in Clay Co from 9 Apr (JGJ), one was at Hultine
WPA, Clay Co, 2 Apr (PD), and one was at Harvard Marsh 9 Apr (PD).

Barred Owl: This species appears to be undergoing a westward expansion in both
the Platte and Republican Valleys. One was flushed from an apparent nest site
in Nuckolls Co 20 Apr (DE), and 1-2 were along the Republican River in sw.
Nuckolls Co 1 Apr (LR,RH). Eggs hatched in a Douglas Co nest box around
14 Apr (DSY).

Long-eared Owl: None were reported.

Short-eared Owl: Six reports were received of 8 birds through 17 Apr (m.ob.); the
reports were statewide.

Northern Saw-whet Owl: “Simple, evenly-spaced tooting whistles” were heard 26
May at Valentine NWR (TH); the reporter assumed it was this species. The
summer distribution of this species in Nebraska is poorly-known,

Common Nighthawk: Arrivals showed the typical east-west difference in arrival
dates: 2 May in Otoe Co (L&CF) and 24 May at WSR (HKH); both dates
were fairly early at those locations.

Common Poorwill: There are occasional reports of this species in the east, usually
in grasslands in the southeast. One was heard singing at SCP 21 May (fide
KP).

Chuck-will’s-widow: Somewhat westerly, but within the expected range were
singles at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 12 May (LE) and in w. Douglas Co
23 May (DSt).

Whip-poor-will: One in Lincoln 22 Apr (JED) was rather early.

Chimney Swift: Routine reports.

White-throated Swift: Routine reports.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Nest-building was under way in Lincoln 12 May
(MUs).

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports.

Red-headed Woodpecker: Singles at FF 23 Mar (CNK) and 28 Mar (RW) were
early for non-wintering birds; a few winter there, or at least not far to the
south most years.
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Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: A female in Thomas Co 25 Mar (WF) was westerly.

Red-naped Sapsucker: One identified as this species in Hall Co 5 Mar was well-
described, with no apparent hybrid characters (WF); it would be only the 2nd
spring record for Nebraska if accepted by NOURC, albeit easterly and early
for this species.

Powny Weodpecker: Routine reports.

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine repotts.

Northern Flicker: Routine reports.

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were from the FF area, where a pair nested at the
sw. comer of the area (CNK). Young were being fed 13 May but had fledged
by 28 May (CNK). It is unsure how many breeding pairs are in the area, but
it seems unlikely there are more than two.

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One in Lincoln Co 19 May (L&BP) was westerly; it is rare
as far west as the Panhandie.

Western Wood-Pewee: One in Lincoln Co 19 May (CNK, details) was easterly; the
species breeds east to the LM area, and apparently occurs farther east during
migration, but most reports east of there are undocumented. The other reports
were, as expected, from the Panhandle.

Eastern Wood-Pewee: The 20 at FF 10 May (JR) was a record spring tally.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: About the norm for a spring, one report was received: a
single was at SCP 21 May (KP),

Acadian Flycatcher: None were reported; arrival is around mid-May.

Alder Flycatcher: Banding data indicate that this species is a common migrant in
the LM area; thus singles there 20 and 24 May (JM) may not be too
surprising, Another was in Seward Co 30 May (JG) and 4 were counted at FF
16 May (JR).

Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports.

Least Flycatcher: Routine reports.

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Rarely reported in migration, one at WSR 30-31 May
(HKH) was only the 1 1th spring report away from the breeding range.

Eastern Phoebe: First reported was in Otoe Co 13 Mar (L&CF), about on time, but
one in Lincoln Co 16 Mar (TJW) was early for the location.

Say’s Phoebe: First was in Frontier Co 23 Mar (TJW), about on time.

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at ICSP 28 Apr (EB) was about on time, too.

Cassin’s Kingbird: None were reported; arrival is in early May.

Western Kingbird: Routine reports.

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Now reported yearly, even as a breeder, this species
continues to engender increased reports. A pair retumed to a breeding site sw.
of Kearney 23 May for the 3rd year (KS), and at least one was seen on 4
occasions at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, during May (JT). The Eppley birds
have been present for some 5 years and nested during at least 2 of those years
(fide JT). Singles were reported as well in Hall Co 12 May (TB) and Colfax
Co 17 May (LE).

Northern Shrike: Last to leave was one in Dixon Co 9 Mar (1)), an early departure
date.

Loggerhead Shrike: Arrival was on time. First to appear were singles at BOL 11
Mar (JGJ) and in Harlan Co the same day (G&WH). Singles reached Dakota
Co 20 Mar (WF) and Scotts Bluff Co a little late on 28 Apr (AK).
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Bell’s Vireo: Routine reports.

Yellow-throated Vireo: Nest-building had started in Lincoln 14 May and 4 eggs
were present 24 May (LE,WM).

Plumbeous Vireo: The only report was of a migrant at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 16
May (BN); the migration period is 9-28 May.

Blue-headed Vireo: The 8-10 in Douglas Co 4 May (TP) was a good count
(estimate?). Westerly was one near Orleans 11 May (G&WH), one of still
very few reports away from the east.

Warbling Vireo: Earliest were rather early at FF 21 Apr (L&BP) and PL 22 Apr
(LE; 2 birds). Nest-building had started by 8 May at FF (ARy).

Philadelphia Vireo: Singles in Seward Co 4 May (JG) and at ADF 25 May
(L&CF) were as expected, but a good find was one in Scotts Bluff Co 26
May (KD, details), only the 4th Panhandle record.

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports,

Blue Jay: One on a nest in Cass Co 1 May (LE) was on the early side for this
species; published egg dates are 30 Apr-20 Jun.

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this species becomes secretive in the nesting
season, but even so, there is very little definite evidence that it nests in the
state in any numbers,

Black-billed Magpie: Reports from the northeast were encouraging: 2 near
Creighton 8 Mar were the observer’s first there for 2 years (MB), and 4 more
were found in Knox Co 11 Mar (RD). Two were in Colfax Co 23 Mar (LE),
and 2 were in Seward Co 7-8 Mar (SR), both easterly locations.

American Crow: Routine reports,

Horned Lark: An unusual sight was the 16 at the observer’s feeder in sw. Dixon
Co 2 Mar; they were chased by juncos but finally accepted (JJ). Juveniles
were fledged by 21 Apr in Nuckolls Co (DE); it is not unusual to see fledged
birds in Mar.

Purple Martin: One at Ogaliala 19 Mar (CWH) was rather early; earliest dates are in
mid-Mar. The 8 that arrived in Alma 2 Apr departed during a cold snap
(G&WH). Other early birds were 7-8 in Nuckolls Co 1 Apr (LR,RH). One at
Stapleton 6 May was one of few records from the western Loup drainage (LR,
RH).

Tree Swallow: Three at Alma 18 Mar (G&WH) were early; record early date is 15
Mar,

Violet-green Swallow: Routine reports.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports.

Bank Swallow: Routine reports.

CIHT Swallow: Routine reports.

Barn Swallow: Routine reports.

Black-capped Chickadee: The first for 3 years in the observer’s yard at Brady
appeared 11 Mar (TJW). This species, along with Blue Jay and American
Crow, were notable by their absence in Nuckolls Co 20 Apr (DE). It appears
the recovery still has a way to go, especially in south-central parts of the
state. On the other hand, 20 were in a canyon in se. Lincoln Co 23 Apr
(TIW).

Tufted Titmouse: One in n, Thurston Co 17 May (BFH) was a rare sighting that far
north; it was only the 3rd sighting for Thurston, Dakota or Dixon Cos, the
first in 2003. Nest-building was noted at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 19 Apr
(JGr), rather early.
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Red-breasted Nuthatch: Usually an early arrival in fall and late to leave in spring,
one at Omaha 21 May (RS) was tardy. Latest dates away from breeding areas
are at the end of May.

White-breasted Nuthatch: All birds seen west to Hall Co 28 Mar were of the
eastern subspecies (RW) as expected; breeding in the Platte Valley is rare west
of Dawson Co, and most birds seen there in winter are likely not residents.
The extent of winter movement of the western subspecies (which breeds in the
Pine Ridge) is not well known, but appears to be limited.

Pygmy Nuthatch: A pair was again nesting in a large snag at Wildcat Hills NC,
Scotts Bluff Co, 24 May (AK). Nesting has become the norm in this area
since the mid-1990s.

Brown Creeper: Routine reports.

Rock Wren: Routine reports.

Carolina Wren: Reports in the last 2-3 years show the range covering about half the
state; the western limits were defined well this spring by reports of one
singing in Knox Co 17 Apr (MB), 2 in Nance Co 8 Apr (LR,RH), one in
Hall Co 5 Mar (WF), one singing in Keamey Co 1 Apr (BFH), and singles at
McCook 26-27 May (LR,RH). Nest-building started in Bellevue 2 Apr, with
the first egg laid 6 Apr, 4 eggs present 9 Apr, and 5 young hatched from 6
eggs 28 Apr, despite 20 degree temperatures (ARy).

House Wren: Routine reports.

Winter Wren: The 4 reports of 5 birds were all from FF 17 Mar-10 Apr (m. ob.), a
typical spring.

Sedge Wren: Most migrants pass through by mid-May, and so pairs seen after this
may stay to breed, generally an uncommon occurrence in Jun in Nebraska
(although the numbers that reappear in mid-Jul may breed also). Thus of
interest were 8 in tall grass at Boyer Chute 27 May, and 3 in rough grassland
near Arlington the same day (WRS). Apparently this species has been present
at Boyer Chute Jun-Aug each year since 1999 (JT,BG).

Marsh Wren: One at BOL 24 Mar (D&JP) was early if a migrant, although birds
were on territory in Holt Co as early as 23 Mar (see below). Three singing at
Harvard Marsh 28 May (PD) were near the s. edge of the breeding range.
Singing males on territory as early as 23 Mar at Goose L, Holt Co, were of
the western song type (WF), possibly a separate species. In Nebraska westemn
birds occur eastward to the edge of the Sandhills and are separated from
eastern types by a strip lacking suitable marsh habitat running southeastward
from O’Neill,

Golden-crowned Kinglet: One in Lincoln 14 Mar (LE) was rather early; wintering
can occur on occasion in the southeast,

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Numbers continue to increase as the range expands and
consolidates; 30 were along Old Stage Rd, Scotts Biuff Co, 24 May (KD),
where the species has been found since 1998. One was in Keith Co 20 May
(JM), where numbers are still low.

Eastern Bluebird: Routine reports.

Mountain Bluebird: At least one was back at the breeding site at Wildcat Hills
NC, Scotts Bluff Co, by 6 Mar (AK) and by 9 Mar at nest boxes near
Chadron (JF). This species is usually common in cedar canyons in se.
Lincoln Co, but none were found 8 Mar (TJW); perhaps they had departed for
the breeding grounds.
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Townsend’s Solitaire: Routine reports.

Veery: The only report was of 2 at FF 8 May (NF).

Gray-cheeked Thrush: A total of 7 were reported, 6 in the east 7-17 May
(L&BP,LE,JR), and one unexpectedly at Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co (JM).
There are about 30 Panhandle records for spring.

Swainson’s Thrush: Record early by 2 days was one at ADF 16 Apr (L&CF); a
good count was the 45 at FF 10 May (JR).

Hermit Thrush: Singles in Dixon Co 30 Mar (JJ) and at FF 12 May (CNK)
marked the extremes of the normal migration period.

Wood Thrush: Routine reports.

American Robin: A group of 350 at Plattsmouth Cem 6 Apr (CNK) were late for
such a large number,

Gray Csatbird: Routine reports.

Northern Mockingbird: One was as far north as Wayne Co by 23 Apr (D&JP);
even in summer this species is scarce north of the Platte River.

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports.

Curve-billed Thrasher: The long-staying bird (since Oct 2002!) at the Frimann
Ranch in se. Sioux Co was singing and trying to make a nest 14 Apr (fide
AK); perhaps it will meet the one found and photographed near Madrid in
Perkins Co 22 Apr (JGI). The latter is only the 7th documented for
Nebraska,

European Starling: Routine reports,

American Pipit: Sightings from 19 Mar at LNB (RE) through 19 May in Logan Co
(D&JP) define the normal migration period.

Sprague’s Pipit: The three reports were of 3 on the grassy north side of Harvard
Marsh 16 Apr (PD), 15-20 on the edge of a field of small grain in Clay Co
23 Apr (WM), and singles in Dakota Co 29-30 Apr (BFH).

Cedar Waxwing: Nest-building was noted in Scotts Bluff Co 26 May (AK),
somewhat early for this species.

Blue-winged Warbler: Two were found together in Scotts Bluff Co 8 May (AD),
and one was seen at the site later (KD, details), for only the 4th spring
Panhandie record.

Golden-winged Warbler: A typical spring for this species had 3 reported: singles
in Washington Co 5 May (JT), at ADF 6 May (L&CF), and at FF 8 May
(L&BP).

Tennessee Warbler: Routine reports,

Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports.

Nashville Warbler: Only about 10 were reported, all in the east (m. ob.).

Northern Parula: Routine reports.

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports.

Chestnut-sided Warbler: The only two reported were in Sarpy Co: 9 May (L&BP)
and 12 May (CNK).

Magnolia Warbler: The 5 reported were all in the southeast 9-14 May (m. ob.).

Cape May Warbler: There was a good showing for this normally casual spring
migrant; the 3 reported were in Lancaster Co 7 May (LE), in Lincoln 11 May
(ST,JGJ), and at Seward Cem 17 May (LE). These are only the 18th-20th
spring reports since 1982, all in the period 7-20 May.

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Routine reports.

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: None were reported.
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Black-throated Green Warbler: The only report was of one in Douglas Co 12 May
(TP).

Blackburnian Warbler: The only two reported were singles at FF 9 May (CNK)
and a bit westerly at Stromsburg 14 May (LR,RH).

Yellow-throated Warbler: Usually the first wood-warbler to arrive in spring, arrival
was record-early this spring by 4 days, with 2 at FF 1 Apr (RS). All reports
were from FF, where best count was 4 on 19 Apr (KS), and the last song
heard was 10 May (L&BP).

Prairie Warbler: This species occasionally appears far northwest of its usual range;
one along the Niobrara River in extreme e. Cherry Co 28 May (GW) was only
the 7th documented spring record for the state.

Palm Warbler: Only two were reported: singles at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 26 Apr
(JWH), and in Sarpy Co 6 May (CNK).

Bay-breasted Warbler: Rare in spring, the only report was of one in Douglas Co
12 May (TP).

Blackpoll Warbler: Good numbers were reported, about 40, in the short period 1-
17 May (m. ob.). Westernmost was one in Broken Bow 11 May (TH).
Cerulean Warbler: At least one was at FF: one was at the upper boardwalk 7 May
(L&BP) and another was heard singing briefly in Mormon Hollow 9 May
(JR). Surprisingly far west was one singing and seen well at Hastings 10 May

(PD). There are only about 20 reports away from the Missouri Valley.

Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports.

American Redstart: Uncommon in the west, singles were at North Platte 19 May
(TIW) and in Garden Co 24 May (JM). A good count was the 30 in Thurston
Co 17 May (BFH).

Prothonotary Warbler: The only report was of one gathering nest material at FF 8
May (L&BP,ARy).

Ovenbird: The 4 at ICSP 28 Apr (L&BP,EB) were a bit early.

Northern Waterthrush: There were several reports, totaling about 12 birds, 27 Apr
(L&BP) through 19 May (LE,D&JP),

Louisiana Waterthrush: Reports were mostly from FF, where carliest was there 2
Apr (ARy,RB), only a day after a Yellow-throated Warbler, and 2 were found
19 Apr (KS). The only other report was of 3 at Platte River SP, Cass Co
(RE).

Kentucky Warbler: The 3 reports were from FF, probably of the same bird, a male
on territory 10-12 May (L&BP,JR, fide CNK). This species has not been
reported very often from FF.

Connecticut Warbler: There were 2 reports of this rare migrant: one was singing in
Douglas Co 12-13 May (TP), and another was at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 12
May (L.&BP).

Mourning Warbler: Routine reports.

MacGillivray’s Warbler: Routine reports.

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports.

Hooded Warbler: The only report was of a singing male well seen at Hastings 7
May (PD). This species can pop up almost anywhere in spring.

Wilson’s Warbler: Only 7 were reported, all in the east 2-13 May
(L&BP,L&CF,TP).

Canada Warbler: None were reported, a surprise.

Yellow-breasted Chat: Routine reports.
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Summer Tanager: This species was widely-reported westward on the Great Plains
of Kansas and Colorado this spring. Nebraska reports included one
photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Apr (KD), only the 18th record away
from the east and a record early date. It would be interesting to know whether
these westerly birds are of the southwestern subspecies cooperi; available
photos are equivocal. The pair at ICSP 11 May (L&CF) were at a traditional
location, but reports continue to increase at FF, where at least 3 were reported
beginning 2 May (JR, m.ob.), also very early. A female was gathering nest
material at FF 9 May (L&BP) and territorial activity was seen there 10 May
(JR). One was in a Bellevue yard 10 May (L&BP).

Scarlet Tanager: Routine reports.

Western Tanager: Routine reports.

Spotted Towhee: Most depart from the east by early May, but one lingered in
Lincoln until 24 May (LE). A well-described hybrid was in Bellevue 23 Apr
(ARy).

Eastern Towhee: Good numbers had arrived in FF by 31 Mar, when 8-10 were
reported, all males (JR). Phenotypically pure birds occur westward in the
Republican Valley to about Orleans; one was singing in Nuckolls Co 20 Apr
(DE); another was near Gibbon 22 Apr, where Spotteds predominate in
summer (LR,RH). Most surprising was a phenotypically pure silent male at
LM 21 Apr (BFH); banding studies there (Brown et al.) found no
phenotypically pure Eastern Towhees.

Cassin’s Sparrow: None were reported; arrival is in mid- to late May.

American Tree Sparrow; One at Hummel Park, Omaha, 4 May (JR) was rather
late

Chipping Sparrow: Rather early were singles at ADF 22 Mar (L&CF) and in
Buffalo Co 25 Mar (RW).

Clay-colored Sparrow: Routine reports.

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report was of 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 28 Apr (KD).

Field Sparrow: Arrival was early, with at least 8 birds found in late Mar (m. ob.).
Earliest was in Frontier Co 23 Mar (TIW); there are very few earlier records
for the state. Nest-building in Dixon Co 28 Apr (BFH) was early.

Vesper Sparrow: A nest in Dodge Co with 5 eggs 16 May had 5 young 23 May; it
was located in small patch of alfalfa and grass near larger alfalfa and row-crop
fields (D&JP). This species (eastem subspecies?) has adapted to nesting in
row-crop fields in the east.

Lark Sparrow: A nest with 6 eggs ne. of O’Neill 26 May (DSt) was a little early.

Lark Bunting: A major surprise both by location and date was a male well seen in
York Co 4 Apr (LE). Spring stragglers occur in the northeast on occasion, but
are much rarer southeastward.

Savannah Sparrow: One in Otoe Co 13 Mar (L&CF) was rather early. A major
influx was noted in Nuckolls Co 20 Apr, when “hundreds per mile of fence-
line” were found; surprisingly, none were there the next day (DE).

Grasshopper Sparrow: One in Hall Co 26 Mar (DK) was rather early; earliest dates
in the literature are earlier than this, but are undocumented.

Henslow’s Sparrow: Earliest reported were 2 at SCP 11 May (KP) and 7 in a
lightly-grazed native grass pasture near Palmyra 12 May (WRS). Generally
this species avoids pastures that are grazed to the extent that the preferred
structure is damaged (standing dead stalks and significant litter layer). A
single was a surprise in native grassland at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 23
May (LE).
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Le Conte’s Sparrow: The only report was of one in Otoe Co 17 Apr (L&CF).

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: The only report was of one at SCP 21 May (KP);
this is at peak migration timing for this species.

Fox Sparrow: Good numbers were reported 8 Mar-16 Apr (m. ob.), including
counts of 8-10 at FF 21-29 Mar (JR,RW,RS,L&BP).

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Routine reports.

Swamp Sparrow: One at FF 17 Mar (EB) was early if a migrant; over-wintering
may occur on occasion in the southeast, Early dates for migrants are in late
Mar, ‘

White-throated Sparrow: Routine reports.

White-crowned Sparrow: Most of this species in Nebraska are the pale-lored
subspecies gambelii; black-lored birds are rarely reported, and may originate
either from the Rocky Mountains (subspecies oriantha) or Canada (subspecies
leucophrys). Thus of interest were 2 reports of black-lored birds from
opposite ends of the state: one at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 22 Apr (KD) and
another in South Sioux City 23 Apr (BFH). There is evidence that leucophrys
occurs statewide in Nebraska and in eastern Colorado in winter, when most
oriantha are presumed to have departed. Thus it is difficult to determine
subspecies of dark-lored birds in the west in spring and fall, although there
are Nebraska specimens from there that resemble oriantha.

Harris’s Sparrow: Routine reports.

Golden-crowned Sparrow: Nebraska’s 9th record, 4th documented, was of one
with White-crowned Sparrows photographed near Glen, Sioux Co, 4 May
(B&DW).

Dark-eyed Junco: Reports of “Pink-sided Junco” in the east persist; while its
occurrence there is not impossible, of course, this form is poorly-documented
in the east. The few available photos show at best intergrades of “Oregon” and
“Pink-sided” Juncos; phenotypically pure “Pink-sideds” are striking, brightly-
marked birds.

McCown’s Longspur: The two reports were from Kimball Co: several groups were
there 26 Mar (L.S), and “hundreds” were migrating 21 Apr (L&BP).

Lapland Longspur: “Hundreds” migrating over LM 21 Apr (BFH,JP) were very
late; peak migration is in Mar,

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Two had arrived at WSR by 15 Apr (HKH) and, near
the eastern edge of the Nebraska summer range, 2 males were 6 miles ne. of
O’Neill 26 May (DSt).

Northern Cardinal: A pair in the observer’s yard near Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co, 16
May were the first there since Jun 2006 (KD); small populations have
established in the western North Platte Valley in the last few years. Another
was in Morrill Co 30 Mar (WF). The western limits of the summer range in
the Sandhills are not well known, but birds in Blaine Co 24 Mar and Thomas
Co 25 Mar (WF) were at the putative western limits.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Westerly was one in Lincoln Co 19 May (CNK);
migrants occur some distance west of the summer range. Unusual was one at
Hastings 7 May with the red color on its bib replaced by lemon-yellow (PD).
Nest-building in Lincoln 12 May (MUs) was rather early.

Black-headed Grosbeak: Only the observer’s 2nd for Knox Co was one at
Creighton 14-15 May; the other was 3 May 1992 (MB). A male in Sarpy Co
12 May (EB; details) was only the 5th in the east since 1981,
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Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports.

Lazuli Bunting: Spring migrants regularly (but rarely, i.e. in small numbers)
appear in the east; this year one was at a Douglas Co feeder 9 May (DSt), one
was near Valley 16 May (TM), and 2 were in Raymond 20 May (JLL). A bit
farther west was one in Hastings 10 May (PD).

Indigo Bunting: Routine reports.

Dickeissel: Unexpected westerly this early were singles in Lincoln and Hayes Cos
19 May (CNK,LR,RH).

Bobolink: Good numbers were present in Lincoln Co this spring (TIW),

Red-winged Blackbird: A flock of 4000 in Dawson Co was early on 4 Mar
(LR,RH); large numbers usually appear later in Mar.

Eastern Meadowlark: Early dates are in early Mar, usually singing birds; one such
was at PL 11 Mar (LE). Scattered populations occur in Sandhills wetlands; a
single bird was “singing persistently” at Box L, Arthur Co, 26 Mar (WF).

Western Meadowlark: A nest with 2 eggs near Osceola 20 May (WRS) was a bit
early. :

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Six nests with 1-4 eggs were found at Harvard Marsh
28 May (PD), a typical situation for that date.

Rusty Blackbird: The only reports of this apparently-declining species were of 1-2
in Dixon Co 11-22 Mar (JJ) and 2 females with grackles at BOL 22 Mar
(LE).

Brewer’s Blackbird: A rare migrant in the east, 22 were in Lancaster Co 12 Apr
(LE) and one was there 13 Apr (AG,BG).

Common Grackle: Typical of first arrivals was a single at a feeder as far north as
Dixon Co 2 Mar (J1).

Great-talled Grackle: Males were on territories near North Platte by 18 Apr (TIW).

Brown-headed Cowbird: As with Common Grackle, first arrivals are singles at
feeders; one such was in Lincoin 3 Mar (LE). Most arrive in Apr; “thousands”
were in Nuckolls Co 20 Apr (DE) and a flock of 450 was in Cass Co 2 Apr
{CNK).

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports,

Baltimore Oriole: Routine reports.

Bullock’s Oriole: There are few records east of the Panhandle, and so of interest was
a singing male seen well in Arthur Co 20 May (CNK).

Purple Finch: Last reported was a female at a Bellevue feeder 9 Apr (ARy).

House Finch: Routine reports.

Red Crossbill: The only reports were of singles in the Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff
Co, 12 and 26 May (AK).

Common Redpoil: The only report was of a male which reappeared after an absence
at a feeder in se. Wayne Co 15-16 Mar (JJ).

Pine Siskin: Only moderate numbers were reported, best counts 25-30 near Gering
29 Mar-5 Apr (AK). One at a feeder in Dixon Co 29-30 May (JJ) was a
surprise; nesting can occur almost anywhere, but usually after winters with
large numbers present,

Lesser Goldfinch: One was reported at Wildcat Hills NC by a visitor 25 May (fide
AK); no details were provided. The sighting does fit the pattern of previous
late May arrivals in the west,

American Goldfinch: Routine reports.

House Sparrow: Routine reports.
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INTRODUCTION

The decline in numbers of Henslow’s Sparrows in North America (Sauer et
al. 2001) is generally considered to be due to reduction in the extent of its preferred
breeding habitat, “relatively large fields consisting of tall, dense grass, a well-
developed litter layer, standing dead vegetation, and sparse or no woody vegetation”.
(Herkert et al. 2002). Since 1985, however, the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) has allowed payments to landowners by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) through the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to idle croplands and
to seed them to various grasses. This has provided habitat that appears to have
stabilized Henslow’s Sparrow numbers in some parts of the breeding range (Herkert
1997; Herkert et al. 2002; Reinking 2002; McCoy 2000). Nebraska has 472,000
hectares (1,166,000 acres) of CRP grassland, about four times more than the
remaining area of tallgrass prairie (Steinauer and Collins 1996), but most is aging,
unmanaged, and less attractive to most grassland birds (Negus 2005).

To better understand the occusrence of Henslow’s Sparrow in Nebraska, we
surveyed grasslands south and east of Lincoln from May to August 2006. The
survey goals were to search for grassland sites that might provide suitable nesting
habitat, count Henslow’s Sparrows at each site, and use point counts to estimate
abundance of Henslow’s Sparrows in this region.

METHODS
Location of ial Henslow's S habi

The study area covered southeast Nebraska south and east of Lincoln, and
included all of Otoe, Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee, and Richardson Counties, the
eastern edge of Gage County, and the southeastern comer of Lancaster County
(Figure 1). This area contains a large number of noncontiguous grasslands of varying
quality. The largest tallgrass prairie tract in the study area contains some 1400
hectares (3460 acres) in and around Burchard Lake WMA, but is of “fairly low
quality”, with “very low forb diversity” and “common to abundant cool season
grasses” (Steinauer 2003). Geographic Information System (GIS) data layers
representing grassland tracts greater than 20 hectares (50 acres) in the study area were
provided by Andy Bishop (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Grand Island). In
addition, maps of CRP-Managed Access Program (CRP-MAP) areas for each county
were used to locate grassland tracts.
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FIGURE 1. 2006 study area (shaded) in southeast Nebraska.

I stratified sites as suitable or unsuitable by starting with 279 grassland
tracts and then deductively eliminating sites judged as having a lower likelihood of
having Henslow’s Sparrows. This was done by examining each site from county
roads. Sites were judged as unsuitable simply by noting the absence of standing
dead material (dead grasses from previous summers), a key breeding habitat
requirement of Henslow’s Sparrow. In most cases this process was straightforward,
as such grasslands were grazed, hayed, or burned during the previous summer or
early spring just prior to the evaluation. Sites that had extensive encroachment by
woody plants such as Eastern Red-Cedar (Juniperus virginiana), small trees such as
Green Ash (Oleaceae fraxinus), dense stands of weeds, or sites with homogeneous
stands of European Smooth Brome (Bromus inermis) were also judged unsuitable.

Clearly, this stratification process depends heavily on the judgment of the
observer regarding Henslow’s Sparrow habitat, and thus introduces bias into the
results. This search was designed as a pilot study to obtain baseline information
regarding Henslow’s Sparrow numbers and distribution; resources were not available
for a complete search of every site.

Data collection

Two types of data were collected: 1) simple counts of Henslow’s Sparrows
found at each location during walk-in inspections, and 2) data derived from point
counts. Walk-in inspections involved searching the entire site for areas of suitable
habitat for singing birds and observing behavior of any birds found. Wherever
Henslow’s Sparrows were found, the location was recorded using a handheld Global
Positioning System (GPS), and the area around the birds was checked for extent of
occupation and simple counts of singing Henslow’s. In July and August, sites with
Henslow's Sparrows as well as additional sites without sparrows were selected
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randomly from a list of 49 sites (see RESULTS) and were checked using point
counts. These counts were conducted at least twice during the breeding season,
ending in mid-August.

Point transects were arranged systematically along straight lines within each
grassland tract. Points were located at least 90 meters (220 feet) from field
perimeters on a grid and points were placed along gridlines 180 meters (440 feet)
apart. I recorded all birds during a four minute count. Counts were not run,
however, if wind was generally above about 25 km (16 miles) per hour, or the
temperature rose above 29° Celsius (84° Fahrenheit),

RESULTS
Grassland Tract Selection

A total of 279 grassland sites were investigated for potential Henslow’s
Sparrow breeding habitat. Sixty-three sites were judged as suitable. After obtaining
permission from landowners, many of these 63 sites were checked on foot, Within
each site, all parts of the site that were judged as potentially suitable habitat were
searched carefully for Henslow’s Sparrows. During this process, the list of 63 sites
was reduced to 49, usually because of minimal or absent ground litter cover or high
content of clover or alfalfa, features not readily visible from the earlier roadside
evaluations. A few were not checked for lack of landowner permission. The final 49
sites were distributed among the counties as follows: 2 in Otoe, 1 in Lancaster, 8 in
Gage, 13 in Johnson, 17 in Pawnee, 8 in Richardson, and none in Nemaha.

S- ,]!I l Iy s

Only 2 grassland sites had Henslow’s Sparrows by mid-August that could be
presumed to have bred, and only 5 of the 49 sites deemed suitable had Henslow’s
Sparrows at all. Of these 5 sites, 2 had Henslow’s Sparrows only in the spring,
heavy grazing in July eliminated the sparrows at another, and by August only 2 sites
still held Henslow’s Sparrows. A total of 45 birds was observed at the § sites
(Table 1); 18 of these were found on point counts and the remainder were found
while the observer was walking between points or during searches conducted in May
and June.

Sites 1 and 2, located 5 miles north and 2 miles west of Tecumseh and 5.5
miles south and 5 miles west of Tecumseh respectively, had sparrows in late May
and early June, but these had gone by mid-July. These birds may have been
migrants. Habitat at both sites appeared unchanged in mid-July except for normal
growth; due to dry conditions in the study area, growth was minimal, however. Site
1 was hayed sometime after mid-July and before mid-August, but, as already noted,
the sparrows had probably departed prior to haying.

Site 5, Pawnee Prairic WMA, also had sparrows in early June and 2 were
still present July 9 at the same places as in early June; a complete search was not
done July 9, however, as aggressive bulls were in the area. A large number of cattle
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'«g‘g\ “ © Henslow's Sites
* %*  County Seat

FIGURE 2. Grassland tracts >20 hectares (50 acres) in southeast Nebraska in dark
gray; visited tracts are in light gray; numbers indicate sites where Henslow’s
Sparrows were found in 2006,

was present by mid-July, when the unburned south part of the WMA containing the
sparrows was grazed and trampled. No Henslow’s Sparrows were present 16 July,
presumably as their habitat had been destroyed.

Sites 3 and 4, located 4 miles north and one mile east of the east edge of
Table Rock and 5.5 miles south and one mile east of Crab Orchard respectively, had
sparrows from early June through mid-August (Site 3 was not checked in carly
June). Interestingly, numbers of sparrows increased at both sites, with mid-August
counts of 11 at Site 3 and 10 at Site 4, These were all singing males, and thus the
increase was not aftributable to the presence of juveniles. At both sites, the areas
occupied in mid-July were expanded in mid-August, rather than new areas within the
overall site being established. Similar increases in late summer have been observed
previously at major sites in Kansas (Zimmerman 1993) and Oklahoma (Reinking et
al. 2000), and are possibly examples of conspecific attraction (Ahlering and Faaborg
2006), a phenomenon previously noted in Baird’s Sparrow (Ahlering 2005) and
other grassland birds (Green et al. 2002).

Interestingly, all Henslow’s Sparrows found in this study were at or near the
highest elevation within each site; none were found in draws or low areas. This
finding is similar to that of Negus (2005), who found Henslow’s Sparrows on
hilltops where vegetation was less dense than in valleys,
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TABLE 1. Counts of Henslow’s Sparrows at 5 sites 29 May-13 August 2006. |
County  Site 29May 2-3June 16 & 22 July 13 Aug Max count
Johnson 1 ] 5 0 0 8
Johnson 2 X 9 0 X 9
Pawnee 3 X X 4 11 i1
Pawnee 4 X 2 4 10 10
Pawnee 5 X 7 0 0 7
Total 45
X = no count
DISCUSSION

Henslow’s Sparrows were found at only five sites during the survey. While
some Henslow’s Sparrows were certainly not detected because of survey limitations,
it is apparent that the species is neither common nor widespread in southeast
Nebraska. The relatively small number of fields possessing suitable habitat is likely
the primary factor limiting the number of Henslow’s Sparrows in this region.
Improvement of conservation lands for Henslow’s Sparrow will likely benefit an
entire suite of grassland birds.

Although habitat preferences of Henslow’s Sparrow are well known (Herkert
et al. 2002), there are two major problems in determining management of grasslands
in order to enhance numbers of breeding birds, especially in Nebraska, where most
grasslands are privately-owned. These are (1) low site fidelity, and (2) the
disjunction of the usually-practiced annual grassland management procedures with
the longer-term changes necessary for development of suitable habitat.

In many cases involving preservation or management of habitat for certain
bird species, the target bird species return each year to the same site. This is
generally not true for grassland birds, most notably Henslow’s Sparrow (Herkert et
al. 2002; Reinking et al. 2000). Thus there is no guarantee that effort and expense
spent maintaining what might appear to be suitable breeding habitat will be rewarded
if the birds do not return. Of interest in this respect were experiments carried out
with Baird’s Sparrows in North Dakota (Ahlering 2005). Because of strong
conspecific attraction in grassland sparrows, some sites are abandoned as birds
gravitate to areas occupied by experienced birds that continue to sing and thus attract
conspecifics well into the breeding season. This effect may have occurred in this
study as well. Ahlering (2005) found that Baird’s Spatrows could be attracted to
areas of suitable but unoccupied habitat by playing taped songs. These taped songs
attracted birds that then bred successfully, Because only a smail percentage of
Nebraska grasslands are in public hands and presumably more amenable to
management for Henslow’s Sparrows, this technique might allow the use of fewer
sites or possibly smaller areas of managed grassland to maintain or enhance existing
numbers of Henslow’s Sparrows.
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Of course, the technique described above is still dependent on existence of
suitable habitat, albeit somewhat less of it. Grassland management techniques for
Henslow’s Sparrow are well-known and may be summarized as follows (extracted
from Herkert 1998, revised 2002);

(1) provide at least 25 hectares (60 acres) of contiguous grassland, more if not
within a grasslands iandscape,

(2) avoid disturbance (burning, mowing) on an annual basis,

(3) leave occupied grasslands undisturbed 15 April-15 September,

(4) provide dense and tall (>5 feet) grassy vegetation,

(5) remove woody vegetation taller than the grassy vegetation,

(6) native grasses and forbs should comprise at least part of the vegetation
mix.

Most grassland managers achieve these objectives by inter-seeding desired
species and using prescribed burns on a rotating basis. A grassiand should be
divided into at least three equal areas, one burned each year. This allows at least two
years of undisturbed growth, which provides sufficient standing dead stalks and
ground litter to attract Henslow’s Sparrows, as well as limiting encroachment of
woady vegetation. The management techniques listed above suggest at least 25
hectares (60 acres) of contiguous grassland is required for Henslow’s Sparrow use,
but the exact figure is not well-characterized (Herkert 1998, revised 2002). If
rotational buming is used, it would be advisable to use a total minimum area of
about 80 hectares (200 acres), divided into 3 parts, to meet the minimum suggested.
A recent modification of rotational burning, called patch burn grazing (PBG;
Fuhlendorf and Engle 2001, Vermeire et al. 2004) attempts to mimic historical
modification of prairies by lightning-caused fires and bison grazing. It involves
rotational burning as described above, but grazing cattle are allowed access to the
entire area, but spend most of their time in the most recently-burned sections. This
practice promotes grassland heterogeneity, which in turn allows the entire suite of
native grassland species to coexist in the area (Fuhlendorf et al. 2006).

Since 1985, setting aside significant areas of poorer-quality cropland and
seeding them to grassland in the Federal (USDA) CRP program has provided an
opportunity to provide more habitat for Henslow's Sparrows. Initially, fields in the
program were seeded to homogeneous stands of European Smooth Brome combined
with various legumes (Negus 2005); such fields, if unmodified, are not attractive to
Henslow’s Sparrows. Indeed, of more than 45,000 hectares (111,200 acres) of CRP
grassland enrolled in Gage, Johnson, and Pawnee Counties in 1986-1993, more than
80% was planted to European Smooth Brome (Taylor 2000). This increase of brome
grassland has possibly resulted in increases of Greater Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus
cupido) (Taylor 2000), but has likely had limited benefit for the Henslow’s
Sparrows, other grassland birds, and other native organisms.

An important modification of the CRP rules involved generous incentive
payments for “mid-contract management”, which encouraged mowing, grazing,
burning, or disking/interseeding to promote habitat diversity (Negus 2005). These
practices must be used at least once during the CRP contract, but only on a
maximum of one-third of a field in any one year (Negus 2005). Interseeding CRP
fields with native species as part of mid-contract management seems to have
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improved attractiveness of CRP grasslands to Henslow’s Sparrows. This study has
shown that numbers of Henslow’s Sparrows will utilize such fields. Indeed, in this
study the only two sites (sites 3 and 4 in Table 1) with Henslow’s Sparrows by mid-
August were CRP grasslands with significant native grass species present.

Most remaining tallgrass prairic in Nebraska is in private ownership and is
managed for grazing or haying; such grasslands are generally not attractive to
Henslow’s Sparrows. Sullivan (2005) studied the use of such prairies by grassland
birds in Pawnee County and the Denton Hills, just southwest of Lincoln, the latter
area including Spring Creek Prairie. Prairies were ranked according to their natural
purity with the highest ranking assigned to sites with little exotic invasion, high
diversity, and high-quality forbs. Henslow's Sparrows were found at three locations
(Burchard Lake WMA, Pawnece Prairic WMA, and Spring Creek Prairie) and at
private grassiands adjacent to them. Analysis of vegetation at these sites and
comparison with sites that did not have Hensiow’s Sparrows showed Henslow’s
Sparrows preferred sites with greater litter depth and standing residue. This
comports with previously published information (Herkert et al. 2002).

Analysis of Sullivan’s data shows no significant differences between
Henslow’s Sparrow habitat on public lands and that on adjacent private lands,
although it was noted by Sullivan that Henslow’s Sparrows found on private
grassiand adjacent to the west side of Burchard Lake NWR occupied pasture with
“gbundant grass and forb cover”, suggesting that the grasslands studied were
generally lightly grazed. Such light grazing is unusual on privately-owned
grasslands, although studies in Missouri have shown that Henslow’s Sparrows will
use lightly grazed (>30.4 cm vegetation height) pastures (Skinner 1975).

CONCLUSION

This study found that availability of suitable habitat is a major factor
limiting the range and numbers of Henslow's Sparrows in Nebraska. Even if the
relatively limited areas of publicly-owned prairies were managed for the full suite of
grassland birds, including Henslow's Sparrow, the total available area would still be
small. It is obvious that the greatest potential lies in managing privately-owned
grazed grasslands for the benefit of the grassland-bird suite. Clearly, current
management systems will not change unless improved economics and long-term
benefits to grassiand quality can be demonstrated. Fortunately, research on patch
burn grazing is showing great promise in fulfilling these requirements. We urge
grassland managers to give patch burn grazing techniques serious consideration.
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Remembering Sue Amiotte, Mildred Gross and Izen Ratzlaff

This past spring the NOU lost three longtime members whose contributions
to the organization are noteworthy.

In March, Amelia "Sue" Amiotte passed
away in Keamney. Bom in 1942, Sue grew up in
rural Dawes County, attended Crawford High
School and received a B.A. in education from
Chadron State College. She later attended the
University of Nebraska at Lincoln and received an
M.A. in counseling. She worked as a vocational
rehabilitation counselor for many years and
eventually returned to the Chadron area to open her
own business in mental health and workman's
compensation counseling. When she could take
time from her busy schedule, Sue enjoyed reading,
needlework, camping, gardening, and, of course,
birding.

Sue served as Treasurer of the NOU from
1998 to 2000 and was a regular at our meetings for
many years. Her reports of sightings from the .
Panhandle were a welcome feature on NEBirds. Sue Amiotte
She will be remembered for her easy smile and sense of humor. Sue was an
enthusiastic birder and loved to go to new places and find birds she had not seen
before. Her sister Betty reports that the two of them took a trip to Florida a few
years ago, where Sue was delighted to add some southern species to her life list.

Sue will be missed by all who knew her, and especially by her fellow
birders in western Nebraska. She is survived by her son Andrew and sister Betty.
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In April, we lost another loyal member
g in the person of Mildred Gross. Mildred was bom
' in 1920 and, with her husband Everett, was a
familiar sight at NOU meetings for decades.
Everett says that they had long been interested in
birds but didn't get binoculars or discover the
existence of the NOU until about 1966. Mildred
served as President of the NOU in 1970.

Mildred was born at Rokeby, Nebraska,
and graduated as valedictorian from Keamey High
School in 1938, She attended Keamey State
Teachers' College and graduated with a double
major in chemistry and education. While raising
their three children, she and Everett both began
graduate studies and in 1963 Mildred became the
first woman to earn a Ph.D. in mathematics from
the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. Mildred
Mildred Gross went on to teach math at Doane College in Crete
for 25 years.

In addition to her keen interest in all facets of the natural world, especially
birds, Mildred was an avid musician. Her primary instrument was the piano, but
she also played the organ, bassoon, clarinet and oboe. She played in several
community orchestras and bands and was a church organist on and off for most of
her adult life. Mildred is survived by her husband Everett, daughter Donna, and two
sons, Daniel and Damon.

In May, Izen Ratzlaff lost her battle with
cancer. She was born in 1938 in Valentine. She
received her RN degree at Nebraska Methodist
Hospital in 1961 and married Neal the same year.
She practiced nursing in Omaha, Kansas City and
the Republic of the Congo. A gifted artist, she
also received degrees in fine arts and art history
from the University of Nebraska at Omaha.

One can hardly think of the NOU in
recent years without thinking of ‘a Ratzlaff
contribution: members since 1979, Neal was
President from 1994 to 1996 and continues to
volunteer in many capacities, while Izen acted as
the unofficial photographer, welcomer and general
oiler-of-squeaky-wheels at NOU meetings. Her
many albums of photos serve to chronicle our
yearly meetings and field trips. According to
Neal, she actually liked the people in the NOU Izen Ratzlaff
more than she liked the birding. That affection
was abundantly retumed by the members of the NOU. Izen is survived by husband
Neal, daughter Rebecca and son and daughter-in-law Mark and Karen,
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Annual Meeting at North Platte

The 108th Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union was held
in North Platte at the Sandhills Convention Center/Quality Inn on May 18-20,
2007.  Field trips to surrounding counties for the 60 members and friends in
attendance were organized by T. J. Walker and led by Robin Harding, Lanny
Randolph, Wayne Mollhoff and T. J. Walker.

Friday evening's speaker was John Sidle, Threatened and Endangered
Species Specialist with the United States Forest Service in Chadron, who spoke
about efforts to monitor populations of Burrowing Owls and associated species, such
as Ferruginous Hawks and Black-footed Ferrets.

Saturday evening, Dr. Josef Kren, a professor in the Health Science College
at Bryan LGH Medical Center in Lincoln, gave a presentation on the neurobiology
of bird song: how and why birds sing, calls vs. songs, how information gets from
the brain to the vocal chords.

NOU 2007 Annual Meeting - North Platte
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Canada Goose X X
Trumpeter Swan X X
Wood Duck X X X
Gadwall X X X X
American Wigeon X X
| Mallard o X X X X X
Blue-winged Teal X X X X X X X
Northern Shoveler X X X X X
Northern Pintail X
Green-winged Teal X X X X
 Canvasback X X
Redhead X
Lesser Scaup X X
Hooded Merganser X
Ruddy Duck X X
Ring-necked Pheasant X X X X X X
Greater Prairie-Chicken X
Wild Turkey X X X X X X
[Northern Bobwhite X N
Pied-billed Grebe X
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Bam Owl X
Great Homed Owl X
Burrowing Owl X X X X
Common Nighthawk X X X X
Chimpey Swift X X X X X X
Belted Kingfisher X X X
Red-headed Woodpecker X X X X X X
Red-bellied Woodpecker X X
Downy Woodpecker X X X
Northern Flicker X X X
Olive-sided Flycatcher X
Western Wood-Pewee X
Eastern Wood-Pewee X
Willow Flycatcher X X
Least Flycatcher X
Eastern Phoebe X X X X
Say's Phoebe X
Great-crested Flycatcher X X
Western Kingbird X X X X X X X
Eastern Kingbird X X X X X X X
|Loggerhead Shrike X X X X
Bell's Vireo X X X X X
Warbling Vireo X X X X
Red-eyed Vireo X X X
Blue Jay X X X X X
Black-billed Magpie X
American Crow X X X X
Homed Lark X X X X X X
Purple Martin X X
Tree Swallow X X X X X X
Northern Rough-winged Swallow| x X X X X X
Bank Swallow X X
Cliff Swallow X X X X X
Bam Swallow X X X X X X X
Black-capped Chickadee X X
White-breasted Nuthatch X X
Rock Wren X
House Wren X X X X
Marsh Wren X X X X
Eastern Bluebird X X X X
Swainson's Thrush X
American Robin X X X X X X
Gray Catbird X X X
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Northern Mockingbird X X X
Brown Thrasher X X X X X
European Starling X X X X X X X
American Pipit X
Cedar Waxwing X X X X
Yellow Warbler X X X X X X
American Redstart X
Ovenbird X
Northern Waterthrush X X
Common Yellowthroat X X X X
Yellow-breasted Chat X
Spotted Towhee X
Chipping Sparrow X X X X
Clay-colored Sparrow X X
Field Sparrow X X X X
Vesper Sparrow X
Lark Sparrow X X X X X X X
Lark Bunting X X X X X
Grasshopper Sparrow X X X X X
| Song Sparrow X X X
Swamp Sparrow X
Northern Cardinal X X X X
Rose-breasted Grosbeak X
Black-headed Grosbeak X X X
Blue Grosbeak X X X X
Lazuli Bunting X
Indigo Bunting X |
Dickcissel X X X
Bobolink X X X X X X
Red-winged Blackbird X X X X X X X
Eastern Meadowlark X X
Western Meadowlark X X X X X X X
Yellow-headed Blackbird X X X X X
Common Grackle X X X X X X X
Great-tailed Grackle X X X X
Brown-headed Cowbird X X X X X X
Orchard Oriole X X X X X X
Baltimore Oriole X X X X X X X
House Finch X X X X X
American Goldfinch X X X X
House Sparrow X X X X X X
147 77 1131 | 85 | 56 | 66 | 39 | 35
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The Nebraska Bird Review is published quarterly by the Nebraska
Omithologists’ Union, Inc., as its official journal, and is sent to members not in
arrears of dues. Annual subscription rates (on a calendar-ym basis only): $15 in the
United States, $18 in Canada and $30 in all other countries, payable in advance.
Single copics are $4 each, postpaid, in the United States, $5 in Canada, and $8
elsewhere. Send orders for back issues to Mary Lou Pritchard, NOU Librarian, c/o
University of Nebraska State Museum, W-436 Nebraska Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-
0514.

Memberships in the NOU (on a calendar-year basis only): Active, $15;
Sustaining, $25; Student, $10; Family Active, $20; Family Sustaining, $30; Life,
$250. Send dues and subscription requests to Betty Grenon, NOU Treasurer. (see
address below) Contributions to the NOU are tax deductible.

Send manuscripts and notes on bird sightings to Janis Paseka, Editor. (see
address below) Send quarterly bird reports to Ross Silcock. (see address below)

President and Newsletter Editor: Lanny Rnndolph 50370 24th Road, Gibbon, NE
68840-4065; virginiarail@nctc.net

Vice-President: Urban Lehner, 15526 Pierce Circle, Omaha, NE 68144;
urbanity@hotmail.com

Secretary: Kevin Poague, 379 S. 46th St., Lincoln, NE; kpoague@audubon org

Treasurer: Betty Grenon, 1409 Childs Road East, Bellevue, NE 68005;
grenon925@aol.com

Librarian: Mary Lou Pritchard, 6325 O Street #515, Lincoln, NE 68510

Directors:

Loren Padelford, 1405 Little John Road, Bellevue, NE 68005;
Ipdifrd@juno.com (2008)

Steve Lamphere, 3101 Washington St., Apt. 98, Believue, NE 68005;
kingfisher65@aol.com (2009)

Kathy DeLara, 170188 Spring Creck Road, Mitchell, NE 69357;
renosmom(@charter.net (2010)

Records Committee Chairman: Mark Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, NE 68729;
mbrogie@esul.
Editor of The Nebraska Bird Review: Janis Paseka, 1585 Co. Rd. 14 Blvd., Ames,
NE 68621; paseka76@gmml com
- Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, [A 51653;
) sﬂoock@rosssllcock.com

S inator: Wayne Mollhoff,
2354 Euclid St., Ashland NE 68003 wmollhoff@netscape net

NOU Webhsite: http://rip.physics.unk.edu/NOU/

Nebraska Birdline: c/o Josef Kren 402-721-5487, ext, 6490, or
800-642-8382, ext. 6490, or birdsne@yahoo.com
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