
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Nebraska Bird Review Nebraska Ornithologists' Union

6-1997

Nebraska Bird Review ( June 1997) 65(2), WHOLE
ISSUE

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev

Part of the Ornithology Commons, Poultry or Avian Science Commons, and the Zoology
Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Bird Review by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.

"Nebraska Bird Review ( June 1997) 65(2), WHOLE ISSUE" (1997). Nebraska Bird Review. 982.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev/982

http://digitalcommons.unl.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebornithologists?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1190?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/80?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/81?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/81?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev/982?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnebbirdrev%2F982&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Nebraska Bird Review 
gazine of Ornithology of the Nebraska 

Region 
Volume 65 June 1997 Number 2 

Published by the 

Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, Inc. 
Founded 1899 

ISSN 0028-1816 

Nebraska Bird Review (June 1997) 65(2), WHOLE ISSUE. Copyright 1997 Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union. 
Used by permission.



46 The Nebraska Bird Review 

A GEORGE MIKSCH SUTTON BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Paul A. Johnsgard, School of Biological Sciences 
Univ. of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68588-0188 

Vol. 65 

Members of the Nebraska Ornit~ologists' Union often do not 
realize that the reason a George Miksch Sutton sketch of a 
burrowing owl is used as the logo of our organization, and also 
appears on the cover of every issue of The Nebraska Bird Review, is 
because Dr. Sutton was a native Nebraskan. He was born in Bethany 
(now part of northeastern Lincoln) in 1898, and several years of 
his childhood were spent there before the family left the state 
permanently. In spite of Dr. Sutton's great influence on American 
ornithology and bird art, no bibliography of his writings has ever 
been published. In conjunction with research into a planned short 
book dealing with a collection of Sutton paintings in the Field 
Museum of Natural History, Chicago, the following bibliography of 
more than 270 of Dr. Sutton's publications has been prepared. While 
every effort has been made to make this bibliography as complete as 
possible, some minor items have no doubt been missed while scanning 
a literature base covering the seven decades of Sutton's amazingly 
prolific writing career, involving both popular and technical 
publications. Additionally, hundreds of Dr. Sutton's illustrations 
appeared as frontispiece plates in journals or magazines, or were 
used as text illustrations in books, articles or papers written by 
others. Such contributions have not been included in this 
bibliography. 

Books 

1928. An Introduction to the Birds of Pennsylvania. Harrisburg: J. 
Horace McFarland Co. 169 pp. 

1934. Eskimo Year. New York: Macmillan. 321 pp. Reprinted 1985, 
Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 

1936. Birds in the Wilderness: Adventures of an Ornithologist. New 
York: Macmillan. 200 pp. 

1951. Mexican Birds: First Impressions. Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma 
Press. 282 pp. 

1961. Iceland Summer: Adventures of a Bird Painter. Norman: Univ. 
of Oklahoma Press. 252 pp. 

1967. Oklahoma Birds: Their Ecology and Distribution, with Comments 
on the Avifauna of the Southern Great Plains. Norman: Univ. 
of Oklahoma Press. 674 pp. 

1971. High Arctic. A Visit to the Unspoiled North. New York: Paul S. 
Eriksson,Inc. 116 pp. 

1972. At a Bend of a Mexican River. New York: Paul s. Eriksson, 
Inc. 184 pp. 

1975. Portraits of Mexican Birds. Fifty Selected Paintings. Norman: 
Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 106 pp. 

1977. Fifty Common Birds of Oklahoma and the Southern Great Plains. 
Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 113 pp. 
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1979. To a Young Bird Artist. Letters from Louis-Agassiz Fuertes to 
George Miksch Sutton. Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 147 
pp. 

1980. Bird Student. An Autobiography. Austin: Univ. of Texas Press. 
216 pp. 

1986. Birds Worth Watching. Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 207 
pp. 

Monographs & Museum Publicatlons 

1926. Notes on birds observed in southern Florida. Annals Carnegie 
Museum 16:409-430. (E. G. Hall & G. M. Sutton) 

1928. The birds of Pymatuning Swamp and Conneau Lake, Crawford 
County, Pennsylvania. Annals Carnegie Museum 18:19-239. 

1932. The exploration of Southampton Island, Hudson Bay. part 2. 
Zoology, sect. 2. The birds of Southampton Island. Memoirs 
Carnegie Museum vol. 12:1-275. 

1934. Notes on the birds of western Oklahoma. Annals Carnegie 
Museum 24:1-50. 

1935. A new Red-tailed Hawk from Texas. Univ. of Michlgan Museum of 
2oology, Occasional Papers 321:1-6. (G. M. Sutton & J. Van 
Tyne) 

1935. The postjuvenal molt of the Grasshopper Sparrow. Museum of 
Zoology, Univ. of Michigan, Occasional Papers 336:1-7. · 

1935. The juvenal plumage and postjuvenal molt in several species 
of Michigan sparrows. Bull. Cranbrook Inst. of Science 
3:1-36. 

1937. The birds of Brewster County, Texas. University of Michigan 
Museum of Zoology, Miscellaneous Publications, No. 37. (J. 
Van Tyne & G. M. Sutton) 

1937. The juvenal plumage and postjuvenal molt of the Chipping 
Sparrow. Univ. of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Occasional 
Papers 355:1-5. 

1939. A list of birds observed on the 1938 Sempel expedition to 
northeastern Mexico. Louisiana State Univ. Museum of Zoology, 
Occasional Papers 3:15-46.(G. M. Sutton & T. D. Burlelgh) 

1940. Birds recorded in the state of Hidalgo, Mexlco, by the Sempel 
Expedition of 1939. Annals Carnegie Museum 28:169-186. 

1941. The juvenal plumage and postjuvenal molt of the Vesper 
Sparrow. Univ. of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Occasional 
Papers 445:1-10. 

1941. The plumages and molts of the young Eastern Whip-poor-will. 
Univ. of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Occasional Papers 
446:1-7. 

1943. Blrds of Linares and Galeana, Nuevo Leon, Mexico. Louisiana 
State Unlv. Museum of Zoology, Occasional Papers 
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16:273-291. (G. M. Sutton & O. S. Pettingill, Jr.) 

1943. Notes on the behavior of certain young fringillines. Unlv. of 
Michigan Museum of Zoology, Occasional Papers 474:1-14. 

1959. The nesting fringillids of the Edwin s. George Reserve, 
southeastern Michigan. Pt. 1. Jack-pine Warbler 37:2-11, 
37-50, 77-101, 127-151. 

1960. The nesting fringillids of the Edwln s. George Reserve, 
southeastern Michigan. Pt. 2. Jack-pine Warbler 38:3-15, 
46-65, 125-139. 

1974. A check-list of Oklahoma birds. Stovall Museum of Sclence & 
History, Unlv. of Oklahoma, Norman. Pp. 1-48. 

Journal Artlcles and Notes 

1916. Cape May Warbler in Virginia in winter. Auk 35:203. 

1922. Notes on the Road-runner at Fort Worth, Texas. Wils. Bull. 
34:3-20. 

1923. Notes on the nesting of Wilson's Snlpe In Crawford County, 
Pennsylvania. Wils. Bull. 35:191-202. 

1925. Notes on the nesting of the Goshawk in Potter County, 
Pennsylvania. Wils. Bull. 47:193-197. 

1925. The present status of the Ruffed Grouse in Pennsylvania. 
American Midland Naturalist 9:373-378. 

1925. American Egret (Casmerodius americanus) and Little Blue Heron 
(Florida cerulea) in Brooke County, West Virginia. Auk 
42:129. 

1925. Swimming and diving activity of the Spotted Sandpiper 
(Actitus macularia). Auk 42:580-581. 

1925. The American Egret (Casmerodius americanus) in eastern and 
central Pennsylvania. Auk 42:586-587. 

1925. Strange nesting-site of the Chimney Swlft (Chaetura 
pelagica). Auk 42:586-587. 

1926. The Egret at Wildwood Lake, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania. Auk 
43:233. 

1926. Little Black Rail in Illinois. Auk 43;233. 

1926. Long-eared Owl capturing Ruffed Grouse. Auk 43:236. 

1926. The Egret in Clinton and Lycoming Counties, Pennsylvania. Auk 
43:366. 

1927. White Pelican in southeastern Pennsylvanla. Auk 44:94. 

1927. Madeira Petrei (Oceanodroma castro) in Pennsylvania. Auk 
44:556. 

1927. Cackling Goose (Branta canadensls minima) in southeastern 
Michigan. Auk 44:559. 
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1927. Goshawk nesting ln Clarion County, Pennsylvania. Auk 44:563. 

1927. Mortality among Screech Owls in Pennsylvania. Auk 44:563-564. 

1927. Snowy Owl killed by automobile. Auk 44:564. 

1927. Flocking, mating, and nest-building habits of the Pralrle 
Horned Lark. Wils. Bull. 39:131-41. 

1927. The invasion of Goshawks and Snowy Owls during the winter of 
1926-27. cardinal 1, No 2. 

1928. Notes. Cardinal 2:4-5. 

1928. A new swift from Venezuela. Auk 45:135-136. 

1928. Abundance of the Golden Eagle in Pennsylvania in 1927-28. Auk 
45:375. 

1928. Extension of the breeding range of the Turkey Vulture in 
Pennsylvania. Auk 45:501-503. 

1928. Notes on the flight of the Chimney Swift. Cardinal 2:85-92. 

1928. A collection of hawks from Pennsylvania. Wils. Bull. 40:84-
95. 

1929. White Pelican in Chester County, Pennsylvania. Auk 46:104. 

1929. Yellow-headed Blackbird in Chester County, Pennsylvania. Auk 
46:119. 

1929. How can the bird-lover help to save the hawks and owls? Auk 
46:190-195. 

1929. Can the Cooper's Hawk kill a Crow? Auk 46:235. 

1929. Photographing Wild Turkey nests in Pennsylvania. Auk 46:326-
328. 

1929. Insect catching tactics of the Screech Owl. Auk 46:545-546. 

1929. The summer birds of cook Forest. Cardinal 3:68-74. 

1929. Tactics of the domestic pigeon in evading the Duck Hawk. 
Wils. Bull. 41:41-42. 

1929. Does the Great Horned Owl have a poor memory? Wils. Bull. 
41:247. 

1930. The nesting wrens of Brooke County, Virginia. Wils. Bull. 
42:10-17. 

1930. Four eggs in the nest of a Mourning Dove. Wils. Bull. 42:54. 

1930. Notes on the Northern Pileated Woodpecker. Cardinal 3:207-
217. 

1931. Notes on birds observed along the west coast of Hudson Bay. 
Condor 33:154-159. 
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1931. The Blue Goose and Lesser Snow Goose on Southampton Island, 
Hudson Bay. Auk 48:335-364. 

1931. The status of the Goshawk in Pennsylvania. Wils. Bull. 
43:108-113. 

1932. Notes on the molts and plumages of the Old-squaw. Auk 49:42-
51. 

1932. Nesting of the Harris' Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula) at 
Churchill, Manitoba. Auk 49:166-183. (J. B. Sempel & G. 
M. Sutton) 

1932. Deposition of eggs in time of snowstorm. Auk 49:366-367. 

1932. Notes on a collection of birds from Mansel Island, Hudson 
Bay. Condor 34;41-43. 

1934. Double nest of Baltimore Oriole. Wils. Bull. 46:124-125. 

1934. A new Bewick's Wren from the western panhandle of Oklahoma. 
Auk 51:217-220. 

1934. Little Blue Heron and American Egret in the West Virginia 
panhandle. Auk 51:226. 

1934. Hudsonian Curlew ln the West Virginia panhandle. Auk 
51:231. 

1935. Note on the breeding range of the Black Pigeon Hawk. Auk 
52:79-80. 

1935. A new Blue Jay from the western border of the Great Basin. 
Auk 52:176-177. 

1935. An abnormally colored cardinal. Auk 52:314-315. 

1935. An expedition to the Big Bend country. Cardinal 4:1-7. 

1936. Food capturing tactics of the Least Bittern. Auk 53:74-75. 

1936. The Turkey Vulture's ability to carry food in its beak. Auk 
53:76. 

1936. Palm Warbler in the northern panhandle of west Virginia. A 
correction. Auk 53:89. 

1936. Connecticut Warbler in the northern West Virginia panhandle. 
Auk 53:90. 

1936. Blue Grosbeak in the northern panhandle of west Virglnla. 
Auk 53:90-91. 

1936. White-winged Crossbill on Baffin Island. Auk 53:91. 

1936. Man-0 1 -war Bird in Oklahoma. Auk 53:438. 

1936. Notes from Ellis and Cimarron counties, Oklahoma. Auk 
53:432-435. 

1936. Lincoln's Sparrow and Lark Sparrow in the northern West 
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Virginia panhandle. Auk 53:453-454. 

1938. Good lantern slides of birds. Wils. Bull. 50:170-175. 
(G. M. Sutton & o. s. Pettingill, Jr.) 

1938. Glaucous-winged Gull in Oklahoma. Auk 55:277-278. 

1938. Oddly plumaged orioles from Oklahoma. Auk 55:1-6. 

1938. An abnormal Blue Jay primary. Auk 55:281-282. 

1938. An unfortunate Pine Warbler. Auk 55:282. 

1938. some findings of the Semple Oklahoma expedition. Auk 
55:501-508. 

1939. The Mississippi Kite in spring. Condor 41:41-53. 

1939. The Mississippi Kite. Oologist 56:92. 
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1939. A new Abeille's Grosbeak from Tamaulipas. Proceedings of the 
Biological Society of Washington 52:145-146. 

1939. A new Blue Bunting from Tamaulipas. Auk 56:71-72. 

1939. A new Screech Owl from Nuevo Leon. Auk 56:174-175. 

1939. Parasitic Jaeger on Cayuga Lake, New York. Auk 56:185-186. 

1940. Birds of Valles, San Luis Potosi, Mexico. Condor 
42:259-262. (G. M. Sutton & T. D. Burleigh) 

1940. A new Tufted Flycatcher from Hidalgo. Wils. Bull. 52:30-31. 
(G. M. Sutton & T. D. Burleigh) 

1940. Washed birdskins. Wils. Bull. 52:91-95. (G. M. Sutton & 
w. Montagna) 

1940. Birds of Tamazunchale, San Luis Potosi. Wils. Bull. 
52:221-233. (G. M. Sutton & T. D. Burleigh) 

1940. Birds of Las Vigas, Veracruz. Auk 57:234-243. (G. M. Sutton 
& T. D. Burleigh) 

1940. Black-capped Petrel in New York. Auk 57:244. 

1940. A new Warbling Vireo from Hidalgo. Auk 57:398-400. (G. M. 
Sutton & T. D. Burleigh) 

1940. Black Gyrfalcon in New York State. Auk 57:401. 

1940. Winter range of the Short-billed Marsh Wren. Auk 57:419. 

1941. A new race of Chaetura vauxi from Tamaulipas. Wils. Bull. 
53:231-233. 

1941. Blue Goose in Tioga County, New York. Wils. Bull. 53:236. 

1941. Wilson's Thrush in Oklahoma. Wils. Bull. 53:237. 
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1941. Baltimore Oriole in Tompkins County, New York, in winter. Auk 
41:411. 

1941. Probable breeding of the Beautiful Bunting in the United 
States. Auk 58:265-266. (G. M. Sutton, A. R. Phillips, & L. 
L. Hargrave) 

1941. An egg of the Marbled Murrelet. Auk 58:580-581. 

1941. Hylocichla fuscescens salicola in Tamaulipas: a correction. 
Auk 58:584. 

1941. Does the Southern Hairy Woodpecker occur in Oklahoma? Wils. 
ID.!!!..... 53:127-128. (G. M. Sutton & E. P. Edwards) 

1941. Some birds recorded in Nuevo Leon, Mexico. Condor 43:158-160. 

1942. Is Sutton's Warbler (Dendroica potomac) a valid species? 
Cardinal 5:151-154. 

1942. A pensile nest of the Red-wing. Wils. Bull. 54:55-56. 

1942. Notes on birds of the Monterrey district of Nuevo Leon, 
Mexico. Wils. Bull. 54:199-203. (G. M. Sutton, o. s. 
Pettingill, Jr. & R. Lea) 

1942. A nest of the Brown Jay. Wils. Bull. 54:213-214. (G. M. 
Sutton & o. s. Pettingill, Jr.) 

1942. Birds of the Gomez Farias region, southwestern Tamaulipas. 
Auk 59:1-34. (G. M. Sutton & o. S. Pettingill, Jr.) 

1942. Mexican Black Hawk in Tamaulipas; a correction. Auk 59:108. 

1942. Turkey Vulture and Killdeer in Newfoundland. Auk 59:304-305. 

1942. Birds recorded in the Federal Republic and States of Puebla 
and Mexico by the 1939 Sempel Expedition. Auk 59:418-423.(G. 
M. Sutton & T. D. Burlelgh) 

1942. June bird life of the Papago Indian Reservation, Arizona. 
Condor 44:57-65. (G. M. Sutton & A. R. Phillips) 

1942. Winter range of Oklahoma's hybrid orioles. condor 44:79. 

1942. The Brown Jay's furcular pouch. Condor 44:160-165. (G. M. 
Sutton & P. W. Gilbert) 

1942. The northern races of Piranga flava. Condor 44:277-279. (G. 
M. Sutton & A. R. Phillips) 

1943. The Alta Mira Oriole and its nest. Condor 45:125-132. (G. M. 
Sutton & O. s. Pettingill, Jr.) 

1943. Hudsonian Godwit in Wayne County, New York. Auk 60:108. 

1943. Records from the Tucson region of Arizona. Auk 60:345-350. 

1943. The wing molt of adult loons: a review of the evidence. Wils. 
Bull. 55:145-150. 
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1944. The kites of the genus Ictinia. Wils. Bull. 56:3-8. 

1944. Yellow Rail in Rice County, Minnesota. Auk 61:474-475. 

1945. The Bronzed Grackle as a species. Auk 62:170. 

1945. Autumnal dueling among Mockingbirds. Auk 62:301. 

1945. Arkansas Kingbird in southeastern Florida. Auk 62:462. 
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1945. Behavior of birds during a Florida hurricane. Auk 62:603-606. 

1946. Wing-flashing in the Mockingbird. Wils. Bull. 58:206-209. 

1946. Great Blue Heron swallows large snake. Auk 63:97. 

1946. Notes on the winter birds of Attu. Condor 48:83-91. (G. M. 
Sutton & R. S.Wilson) 

1946. Notes on the winter bird life of Fairbanks, Alaska. Condor 
47:264-267. 

1947. Greenland Wheatear in southern Baffin Island. Auk 64:324-325. 

1948. The Curve-billed Thrasher in Oklahoma. Condor 50:40-43. 

1948. The nest and eggs of the White-bellied Wren. Condor 
50:101-112. 

1948. Small Pine Grosbeak collected in Tompkins County, New York. 
Auk 65:125-126. 

1948. Breeding of Richmond's Swift in Venezuela. Wils. Bull. 
60:189-190. 

1948. White-throated or Bat Falcon in Nuevo Leon, Mexico. Auk 
65:603. 

1949. Rose-throated Becard, Platypsaris aglaiae, on the lower Rio 
Grande of Texas. Auk 66:365-366. 

1949. Validity of the shorebird genus Pseudoscolopax. Condor 
51:259-261. 

1949. Meeting the west on Florida's west coast. Florlda Nat. 
22:23-33. 

1950. Notes on the ranges and breeding habits of certain Mexican 
birds. Bird-Banding 21:45-59. 

1951. Dispersal of mistletoe by birds. Wils. Bull. 63:235-237. 

1951. Empidonax albigularis in southwestern Tamaulipas. Wils. Bull. 
63:339. 

1951. Subspecific status of the Green Jays of northeastern Mexico 
and southern Texas. Condor 53:124-128. 

1951. Caprimulqus ridgwayi in Michoacan, Mexico. Condor 53:261-262. 

1951. A new race of Yellow-throated Warbler from northwestern 
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Florida. Auk 68:27-29. 

1951. Birds and an ant army in southern Tamaulipas. Condor 53:16-
18. 

1952. A Hooded Warbler from Churchill, Manitoba. Canad. Field Notes 
66:75. 

1952. Stoddard's Yellow-throated Warbler in Bay County, Florida. 
Wils. Bull. 64:49. 

1952. New birds for the state of Michoachan, Mexico. Wils. Bull. 
64:221-223. 

1953. Terns recorded at Lake Texoma, Oklahoma, in the summer of 
1951. Auk 70:205-206. 

1953. The Carolina Chickadee in Kansas. Wils. Bull. 65:277. (A. 
Wetmore & c. M. Sutton) 

1953. The future of ornithology in Oklahoma. Oklahoma Quarterly 
2:20-22, 30. 

1954. Nesting of the Snow Bunting on Baffin Island. Wils. Bull. 
66:159-179. (G. M. Sutton & D. F. Parmelee) 

1954. Western Grebe in Oklahoma. Condor 56:229. 

1955. Summer activities of the Lapland Longspur on Baffin Island. 
Wils. Bull. 67:110-127. (G. M. Sutton & D. F. Parmelee) 

1955. Glossy Ibis in Oklahoma. Condor 57:119. 

1956. On certain anatids of Frobischer Bay, Baffin Island. Arctic 
8:139-147. (G. M. Sutton & D. F. Parmelee) 

1956. The Rock Ptarmigan in southern Baffin Island. Wils. Bull. 
68:52-62. 

1956. On certain charadriiform birds of Baffin Island. Wils. Bull. 
68:210-223. 

1956. On the loons of Baffin Island. Auk 73:78-84. (G. M. Sutton & 
D. F. Parmelee) 

1956. The breeding of the Surfbird in southeastern Baffin Island. 
Condor 58:273-282. 

1957. The Purple Sandpiper in southern Baffin Island. Condor 
57:216-220. (G. M. Sutton & D. F. Parmelee) 

1959. Birds of Roman Nose State Park. In: Guide to Roman Nose State 
Park. Oklahoma Geological Survey, Guidebook 9:25-26. 

1960. Flammulated Owl in Lubbock County, Texas. Southwestern 
Naturalist 5:173-174. 

1960. Semipalmated Sandpiper and Western Sandpiper in Tamaulipas. 
Auk 77:83. 

1963. Birds of Beavers Bend State Park. In: Guide to Beavers Bend 
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State Park. Oklahoma Geological Survey, Guidebook 11:35-37. 

1963. Interbreeding in the wild of the Bob-white (Colinus 
virginianus) and Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata) in 
Stonewall County, northwestern Texas. Southwestern Naturalist 
8:108-111. 

1963. On the Yellow-billed Loon. Wils. Bull. 75:83-87. 

1965. Interbreeding of the Eastern and Western Meadowlarks in 
central Oklahoma. Southwestern Naturalist 10:307-310. (G. M. 
Sutton & G. w. Dickson) 

1967. Behavior of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper at the nest. Arctic 
20:2-7. 

1968. Bird hybridization in Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. Ornith. Soc., 
1:1-7. 

1968. Curve-billed Thrasher in Jackson County, southeastern 
Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. Ornith. soc., 1:19. 

1968. Williamson's Sapsucker in Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. Ornith. Soc., 
1:25-26. 

1968. Young Curve-billed Thrashers attended by adult Brown Towhee. 
Auk 85:127-128. 

1968. The natal plumage of the Lesser Prairie Chicken. Auk 85:679. 

1968. Sexual dimorphism in the Hudsonian Godwit. Wils. Bull. 
80:251-252. 

1969. A Chuck-will's-widow in post-nuptial molt. Bull. Okla. 
Ornith. Soc., 2:9-11. 

1969. Harlan's Hawk in Roger Smith County, Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. 
ornith. Soc., 2:4. 

1969. Knot in Cimmaron County, Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. Ornith. Soc., 
2:22. 

1969. The Red Phalarope in Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. Ornith. soc., 
2:26-28. 

1970. Early spring and late fall Oklahoma records for the Cassin's 
Kingbird. Bull. Okla. Ornith. Soc., 3:7-8. 

1971. Western Tanager in Cimarron County, Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. 
Ornith. Soc., 4:8. 

1971. The Black-throated Blue Warbler in the southwestern United 
States. Bull. Okla. ornith. Soc., 4:11-15. 

1971. Fourth specimen of Sharp-tailed Sparrow from Oklahoma. Bull. 
Okla. Ornith. Soc., 4:20. 

1971. A new bird for Oklahoma: Mottled Duck. Bull. Okla. Ornith. 
Soc., 4: 29-31. 

1972. Tree Swallow in Cimarron County, Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. 
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Ornith. Soc., 5:22. 

1972. Did S. W. Woodhouse ever see the Black-throated Blue Warbler 
in Indian Territory? Bull. Okla. Ornith. Soc., 5:23-24. 

1972. Winter food of a central Oklahoma Roadrunner. Bull. Okla. 
Ornith. Soc., 5:30. 

1972. Verdin collected in Jackson County, Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. 
Ornith. Soc., 5:32-33. (G. M. Sutton & R. c. Lawrence) 

1973. Early nesting of the Cardinal in central Oklahoma. Bull. 
Okla. ornith. Soc., 6:8. 

1973. Mockingbirds eat flowers. Bull. Okla. Ornith. Soc., 6:16. 

1974. An irruption of Clark's Nutcracker in Oklahoma. Bull. Okla. 
Ornith. Soc., 7:1-4. 

1974. May an adult Canyon Wren become flightless during late summer 
molt? Bull Okla. Ornith. Soc., 7:15. 

1974. Did this Great Blue Heron die of starvation? Bull. Okla. 
Ornith. Soc., 7:60-61. 

1975. When does the Cardinal start singing in spring? Bull. Okla. 
Ornith. Soc., 8:7-8. 

1975. Which subspecies of Vermilion Flycatcher inhabits Oklahoma? 
Bull. Okla. Ornith. Soc., 8:19. 

1975. A junco is a junco is a junco. The Nebraska Bird Review 
43:66-67. 
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The Lake Ogallala State Recreation Area (LOSRA) is located 
immediately downstream from Lake Mcconaughy, which was formed by 
the construction of Kingsley Dam across the North Platte River, and 
includes riparian woodland, shrubland, grassland, marsh, sandbeach, 
rivers, ponds, and lakes. Birds were surveyed in LOSRA from 1988 to 
1992 and censused in the southwest campground of LOSRA from late 
May to mid July during the 1991 and 1992 breeding seasons. Seventy­
five bird species (56 terrestrial and 19 aquatic) were observed, 
including several hybridizing species. Thirty-one terrestrial 
species inhabited the southwest campground, but only 60% of these 
were counted during biweekly censuses; a consistent set was not 
counted. Total bird abundance declined during the 10 week census 
periods. Three avian nest predators and one brood parasite were 
observed in the southwest campground. Species diversity decreased 
as survey area decreased. 

Key Words: brood parasites, guild structure, nest predators, 
species diversity 

INTRODUCTION 

In grassland ecosystems, riparian-woodland habitats are 
important sources of avian diversity (Zimmerman 1993). In western 
Nebraska, cottonwood trees form a ribbon of woodland habitat along 
the North Platte River, where it passes the southern edge of the 
Sandhills Prairie -- more than 18,000 square miles of sand-dune 
topography formed during the Pleistocene (Weaver and Albertson 
1956). Lake Mcconaughy, formed by the construction of Kingsley Dam 
across the North Platte River, proliferated a variety of 
terrestrial and aquatic habitats, including riparian woodland, 
shrubland, grassland, marsh, sandbeach, stream, river, pond, and 
lake. 

Three-hundred-five avian species have been observed in the 
Lake Mcconaughy area (Rasche and Johnsgard 1984, Rasche 1994, Brown 
et al. 1996); 119 of these are summer residents (86 terrestrial and 
33 aquatic) including two endangered species -- the Piping Plover 
(Charadrius melodus) and Least Tern (Sterna antillarum). Several 
hybridizing taxa, including the Western (Aechmophorus occidentalis) 
and Clark's (A. clarkii) Grebes (Labedz 1987), Northern Flicker 
(Colaptes auratus, red- and yellow-shafted), Rose-breasted 
(Pheucticus ludovicianus) and Black-headed (P. melanocephalus) 
Grosbeaks, Indigo (Passerina cyanea) and Lazuli (P. amoena) 
Buntings, Eastern (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) and Spotted (P. 
maculatus) Towhees, Eastern (Sturnella magna) and Western 
(S.neglecta) Meadowlarks, and Baltimore (Icterus galbula) and 
Bullock's (I. bullockii) Orioles, inhabit the Lake Mcconaughy area 
(Rasche and Johnsgard 1984, Rasche 1994, Brown et al. 1996), which 
lies within the Great Plains hybrid zone (Rising 1983). The Lake 
Ogallala State Recreation Area (LOSRA), which is included in the 
Lake Mcconaughy area, has, in smaller scale, almost all of the 
habitats found in the larger area. 

Riparian woodlands have greater avian diversity than adjacent 
grasslands largely because of increased structural complexity 
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(Willson 1974). In addition, diversity indices often are related to 
the size of the area surveyed (i.e., area effect); surveys in the 
same general area, but conducted at different spatial scales, may 
have different species richness values (MacArthur 1972). The 
diversity of bird communities also is reflected in the number and 
type of ecologically similar groups (guilds), which are based on 
natural-history traits such as nesting substrate, food type, 
foraging substrate, and migratory status (Root 1967, Simberloff and 
Dayan 1991). Nest predators and brood parasites are important 
sources of nest mortality for many bird species (Ricklefs 1969), 
especially in woodland-edge habitat (Gates and Gysel 1978). 

The purpose of this study was: 1) to note the bird species 
that are summer residents of LOSRA and the southwest campground, 
including hybridizing taxa; 2) to compare bird-species richness 
from surveys at different spatial scales; 3) to census the 
terrestrial bird community in the southwest campground of LOSRA, 
and evaluate its guild structure; 4) to document potential nest 
predators and brood parasites. 

METHODS 

Lake Ogallala was excavated during the 1930's and provided 
some construction material for Kingsley Dam. LOSRA (adjacent to the 
east side of Kingsley Dam) has campgrounds on the southwest, 
northwest, north, and east sides of Lake Ogallala (Fig. 1). LOSRA 
is maintained (e.g., mowing and trash pick-up) by the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission and, during the summer, it is used regularly 
by campers, fishermen, boaters, and picnickers. The riparian­
woodland habitat is composed primarily of cottonwood (Populus 
deltoides) and cedar (Juniperus virginiana) trees, shrubs such as 
prairie wild rose (Rosa arkansana) and poison ivy (Toxicodendron 
radicans), and broad-leaved cattail (Typha latifolia) in marshy 
areas. The interspersed grasslands are composed of mixed to short 
grasses such as buffalo grass (Buchloe dactyloides), blue grama 
(Bouteloua gracilis) , and exotic smooth brome (Bromus inermus) , and 
other herbaceous vegetation including native forbs and plains 
prickly pear cactus (Opuntia polyacantha). 

During summer breeding seasons (1989-1992), LOSRA was visited 
5 to 7 times each week; bird species were noted whenever observed. 
In addition, terrestrial bird species inhabiting (i.e., nested or 
exhibited nesting behavior) the southwest campground were noted. 
Early morning censuses (n=lO) were conducted biweekly during a 10-
week period from late May to late July in 1991 and 1992. I walked 
a standardized route through the southwest campground, recording 
each species and counting each individual observed. Rainy or 
extremely windy days were avoided. The total number of birds for 
each census was compared with census date using simple regression 
(Zar 1984). Guild information was developed from literature 
sources for four natural-history traits: nesting substrate, food 
type, feeding substrate, and migratory status (see Table 1). 
Potential nest predators and brood parasites were noted as 
observed. 

RESULTS 

Seventy-five species were observed in LOSRA (56 terrestrial 
and 19 aquatic) including several hybridizing taxa: Western and 
Clark's Grebes, the eastern, "yellow-shafted" sub-species of the 
Northern Flicker, Indigo and Lazuli Buntings, Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks, and Baltimore and Bullock's Orioles. Thirty-one 
terrestrial bird species inhabited the southwest campground of 
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Figure 1. Lake Ogallala State Recreation Area (LOSRA) and 
surrounding area in Keith County, Nebraska (41° 13 1 N, 101° 40'W). 
LOSRA surrounds Lake Ogallala with campgrounds on southwest (SW), 
northwest (NW), north (N), and east (E) sides. CPBS =Cedar Point 
Biological Station. 
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Piciformes (n = 4) were represented by more than one species (Table 
1). There were 8 non-passerine and 10 passerine families; 
Emberizidae had 8 representatives, and Picidae had 4. Of the 31 
species, 13 nest in trees, 6 in cavities (primary or secondary), 4 
in shrubs, 4 on the ground, 2 in marsh, 1 in a bank, and 1 is a 
brood parasite. During the breeding season, 16 species are 
insectivores, 11 omnivores, and 1 each is a granivore, carnivore, 
piscivore, and vermivore. Thirteen species forage on the ground, 5 
in the air, 5 in shrubs, 4 in trees, 2 on bark, 1 in marsh, and 1 
in water. Fifteen species are short-distance migrants, 11 are 
neotropical migrants, and 5 are year-round residents. 

Only 60% of the bird species inhabiting the southwest 
campground were counted during biweekly censuses (Table 2). 
Species richness and total number of birds varied little between 
years, but the total number of birds declined significantly through 
the census period (15 May to 20 June) in both years (Fig. 2). The 
eight most abundant species were always counted. Other species such 
as the Northern Flicker, Marsh Wren, Gray catbird, Warbling Vireo, 
and Common Yellowthroat were uncommon in the southwest campground 
but almost always counted. Several of these individuals held known 
territories along the census route. Some species such as the House 
Wren, Yellow Warbler, Orchard Oriole, and American Goldfinch were 
common in the southwest campground, but their census counts varied 
considerably. Other species inhabited the southwest campground but 
were rarely or never counted, including the Ring-necked Pheasant, 
Great Horned Owl, Common Nighthawk, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, and Bullock's Oriole. 

A number of bird species were observed but were not counted, 
because they did not inhabit the southwest campground. For example, 
Cliff swallows (Hirundo pyrrhonota) from a colony at a nearby 
hydro-powerplant foraged temporarily within the southwest 
campground. American White Pelicans (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) and 
Turkey Vultures (Cathartes aura) sometimes soared above the 
southwest campground using updrafts from Kingsley Dam but were 
never observed landing. Other terrestrial species such as the Red­
tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), American Kestrel (Falco 
sparverius), Black-billed Magpie (Pica pica), American Crow (Corvus 
brachyrhynchos) , Indigo Bunting, Lark Sparrow ( Chondestes 
grammacus), Western Meadowlark, and House Sparrow (Passer 
domesticus), were common in LOSRA or the Lake Mcconaughy area 
(Rasche and Johnsgard 1984, Rasche 1994, Brown et al. 1996) but 
were not observed in the southwest campground. Aquatic species 
observed on adjacent Lake Ogallala and Keystone Lake included the 
Common Loon (Gavia immer), Western Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax auritus), Canada Goose (Branta canadensis), Mallard 
(Anas platyrhynchos), Blue-winged Teal (A. discors), Northern 
Shoveler (A. clypeata), Canvasback (Aythya valisineria), Redhead 
(A. americana), Lesser Scaup (A. affinis), and Ruddy Duck (Oxyura 
jamaicensis). The Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) and several 
species of gulls and terns, including the Ring-billed Gull (Larus 
delawarensis), Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia), Forster's Tern (S. 
forsteri), and Black Tern (Chlidonias niger), foraged on Lake 
Ogallala and Keystone Lake. 

Two avian nest predators and one brood-parasite species 
inhabited the southwest campground: in the first category, House 
Wrens were common and Common Grackles were abundant; in the second 
category, Brown-headed Cowbirds were uncommon. Other potential nest 
predators observed in LOSRA included the Blue Jay, Black-billed 
Magpie, American Crow, raccoon (Procyon lotor) and bull snake 
(Pituophis melanoleucus sayi). 



Table 1. Guild structure of the bird species of the southwest campground of the Lake Ogallala State Recreation Area. 

Common name • Scientific name• Order" Family" Nesting substrate b 

Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus co/chicus Gallttormes Phasianidae Ground 
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus Charadriformes Charadriidae Ground 
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura Columbttormes Columbidae Tree 
Great Horned Owl Btbo virginianus Strigformes Strigidae Tree 
Common Nighthawk ChordeiJes minor Caprimulgformes Caprimulgidae Ground 
Belted Kingfisher Ceryle a/cyan Coracittormes Alcedinidae Bank 
Red-headed Woodpecker Me/anerpes erythrocepha/us Picttormes Picidae Cavity 
Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens Picformes Picidae Cavity 
Hairy Woodpecker Picoides vi/losus Picttormes Picidae Cavity 
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus Picttormes Picidae Cavity 
Western Kingbird Tyrannus vertica/is Passerformes Tyrannidae Tree 
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus Passerformes Tyrannidae Tree 
Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata Passe rformes Corvidae Tree 
Black-capped Chickadee Parus atricapillus Passe rttormes Paridae Cavity 
House Wren Troglodytes aedon Passerformes Troglodytidae Cavity 
Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris Passerformes Troglodytidae Marsh 
American Robin Turdus migratorius Passerformes Muscicapidae Tree 
Gray Catbird Dumetella caro/inensis Passe rformes Mimidae Shrub 
Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum Passerttormes Mimidae Shrub 
Cedar Waxwing Bombyci//a cedrorum Passerformes Bombycillidae Tree 
European Starling Stumus vulgaris Passerformes Sturnidae Tree 
Warbling Vireo Vireo gi/vus Passerformes Vireonidae Tree 
Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia Passerformes E mbe rizidae Shrub 
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas Passe rformes Emberizidae Ground 
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus Passe rformes Emberizidae Marsh 
Common Grackle Ouiscalus quiscu/a Passerformes Emberizidae Tree 
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater Passerformes Emberizidae Parasne 
Battimore Oriole /cterus galbu/a Passeriformes Emberizidae Tree 
Bullock's Oriole /cterus bullockii Passerformes Emberizidae Tree 
Orchard Oriole /cterus spurius Passerttormes Emberizidae Tree 
American Goldfinch Cardue/is tristis Passe riformes Fringillidae Shrub 

•Source: American Ornithologists' Union. 1983 and supplements 

•Source: Ehrlich et al. 1988; Best et al. 1996 
0 

lnsectsinsectivore, Omn=omnivore, Gran=granivore, Carn=carnivore, Pisc=piscivore, and Verm=vermivore; Source: Martin et al. 1951; De Graff et al. 1985; 

Best et al. 1996 

•source:DeGraffetal. 1985; Ehrlichetal.1988; Best et al. 1996 

Food type 0
, 

Feeding substrate• 

Omn, Ground 
Insect, Ground 

Gran, Ground 
Carn, Ground 

Insect, Air 

Pisc, Water 
Insect, Air 

Insect, Bark 
Insect, Bark 

Insect, Ground 

Insect, Air 
Insect, Air 

Omn, Ground 
Insect, Shrub 

Insect, Shrub 
Insect, Marsh 
Verm, Ground 

Omn, Ground 
Omn, Ground 

Insect, Air 
Omn, Ground 
Insect, Tree 

Insect, Shrub 

Insect, Shrub 
Omn, Ground 
Omn, Ground 
Omn, Ground 

Omn, Tree 
Omn, Tree 
Insect, Tree 
Omn, Shrub 

8
Migratory Status: Neotropical=species that breed in North America and spend their non breeding period primarily south of the Unrted States. Species generally 

recognized as neotropical migrants; Short distance=species that breed and winter extensively in North America, although some populations winter south of the 

United States; Resident-species inhabning an area year round. Source: Rosche and Johnsgard 1984; Partners in Flight 1992; Best et al. 1996 

Migratory status• 

Resident 

Short distance 
Short distance 

Resident 

Neotropical 
Short distance 

Short distance 
Resident 
Resident 

Short distance 
Neotropical 
Neotropical 

Short distance 

Resident 
Neotropical 

Short distance 
Short distance 

Neotropical 
Short distance 
Short distance 
Short distance 

Neotropical 

Neotropical 
Neotropical 

Short distance 
Short distance 
Short distance 

Neotropical 
Neotropical 
Neotropical 

Short distance 
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Table 2. Bird species inhabiting the southwest campground of the Lake Ogallala State RecA1ation Area and the results ol biweekly censuses during 1991 and 1992. 

Species names (n=31) • 

Killd-
Mouming Dow 

Belted Kingfisher 

Northern Ficker 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Eastern Kingbird 

Western Kingbird 

Black-C<lpped Chickadee 

House Wren 
Marsh Wren 

AmeriC<1n Robin 

Gray Catbird 

European Starling 

Warbing Vireo 

Yellow Warbler 

Common Yellowthioat 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Common Grackle 

Orchard Oriole 

Baltimore Oriole 

American Goldfinch 

Total number 

No. abundant (>20) 

No. common (5 - 20) 

No. uncommon (<5) 

No. absent (•O) 

05123192 

1 

19 

1 

0 

0 

2 

:?.1 

0 

2 

10 

2 

5 

2 

16 

2 

47 

2 

33 

10 

0 

177 

3 

4 

11 

12 

05131/91 

37 

0 

0 

2 

50 

0 

5 

2 

21 

4 

4 

16 

2 

45 

0 

50 

29 

3 

2 

273 

6 

11 

12 

06/02192 

0 

36 

1 

0 

3 

12 

0 

7 

3 

8 

2 

2 

19 

3 

48 

8 

60 

9 

1 

5 

229 

3 

6 

10 

11 

06110/91 

4 

30 

0 

2 

2 

4 

28 

0 

1 

2 

19 

1 

2 

2 

16 

2 

37 

0 

50 

19 

6 

0 

227 

4 

3 

11 

12 

Date of cen .. s 

06/18192 

1 

28 

0 

0 

6 

20 

0 

5 

4 

13 

2 

0 

3 

17 

2 

42 

0 

38 

20 

1 

3 

206 

5 

3 

9 

13 

06/27191 

31 

1 

2 

2 

2 

30 

4 

4 

3 

10 

2 

2 

0 

6 

38 

0 

29 

14 

2 

3 

184 

4 

3 

13 

10 

07/03/92 

0 

34 

2 

2 

1 

3 

16 

2 

7 

5 

8 

0 

3 

14 

1 

50 

11 

7 

170 

2 

6 

12 

10 

07/011191 

2 

12 

3 

1 

2 

5 

19 

0 

5 

10 

2 

0 

1 

6 

1 

26 

7 

3 

0 

6 

107 

1 

5 

13 

11 

07116192 

0 

17 

2 

2 

3 

4 

24 

0 

9 

4 

10 

2 

1 

2 

11 

3 

21 

0 

7 

2 

4 

129 

2 

5 

13 

10 

07118191 

1 

20 

2 

4 

21 

0 

4 

2 

7 

2 

0 

1 

4 

2 

19 

0 

15 

1 

0 

6 

107 

2 

4 

13 

11 

Species richness• 18 18 19 18 17 20 20 19 20 19 

Total Total Total" 

number number number 

1991 

9 

130 

6 

7 

10 

14 

148 

4 

19 

10 

67 

8 

8 

8 

48 

8 

165 

151 

66 

11 

17 

898 

1992 

2 

134 

6 

6 

4 

18 

93 

2 

30 

17 

49 

8 

10 

10 

77 

11 

208 

11 

143 

53 

5 

14 

911 

combined 

11 

264 

12 

13 

14 

32 

241 

6 

49 

27 

116 

16 

18 

18 

125 

19 

373 

12 

294 

119 

16 

31 

1809d 

•Species inhabiting the southwest campgiound but not counted during bi-weekly censuses: Ring-necked Pheasant, Great Horned Owl, Common Nighthawk, Downy Woodpecker, 

Hairy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, and Bullock's Oriole 

•Total number for a species combined over both 1991 and 1992 

•Ave. rel. abundance ('Yo) • Total number for a species combined/Total number for all species combined 

d Total number for all species combined for both 1991 and 1992 

•Species richness• no. of species recorded during each census 

Average• 

relative 

abundance(%) 

0.61 

14.59 

0.66 

0.72 

0.77 

1.77 

13.32 

0.33 

2.71 

1.49 

6.41 

0.88 

1.00 

1.00 

6.91 

1.05 

20.62 

0.66 

16.25 

6.58 

0.88 

1.71 

Top 10 

rank 
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8 

5 

7 

2 
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10 
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y = -2.2x + 283 

R2 = 65% 

p < 0.01* 
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Figure 2. Total number of birds versus census date for the 
southwest campground of the Lake Ogallala State Recreation Area in 
1991 and 1992. y = regression equation giving the coefficient and 
intercept. R2 = proportion of variation in the total number of 
birds explained by census date. P level of statistical 
significance for the simple regression (*significant non-zero slope 
if p < 0.05). 

DISCUSSION 

The avifauna richness observed in the Lake Mcconaughy area, 
and LOSRA in particular, resulted from their di verse habitats: 
riparian woodland, marsh, shrubland, grassland, sandbeach, stream, 
river, pond, and lake. Species richness decreased as the size of 
the survey area decreased from the Lake Mcconaughy area to LOSRA, 
and finally to the southwest campground, which is consistent with 
the "area effect" (MacArthur 1972). ,The southwest campground 
contains most of the habitats and most of the terrestrial bird 
species found in LOSRA. Species richness was relatively constant 
from census to census, but only a portion of the inhabiting species 
was recorded during any given census. Several species were not 
detected while conducting censuses (Tables 1, 2); most are adapted 
to denser shrubland or woodland, which reduces their visibility 
(Ehrlich et al. 1988). Also, the aggregate species richness for 
LOSRA and the southwest campground was compiled during hundreds of 
hours of observation, but species richness from each census was 
determined in a much shorter time period (approximately 1 hour). 

Most summer residents of the southwest campground nest in some 
type of vertical structure and, apparently, are adapted to 
riparian-woodland habitat rather than the surrounding grasslands. 
Few distinctively grassland species were noted in the southwest 
campground. Most of the species are generalists, feeding on a 
variety of food types (especially insects) or substrates, but there 
are two specialists, the Belted Kingfisher (piscivore) and American 
Robin (vermivore). Few species reside in the southwest campground 
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year-round (< 1 7 % ) ; most are migrants (Table 1) . The temperate 
climate in western Nebraska (Weaver and Albertson 1956) probably 
contributes to the small number of year-round resident species. 
The temporal decline in the total number of birds was due to 
diminishing combined census counts of the four most abundant 
species (65% of the total number of birds counted), which decreased 
by over 56% from the first census to the last in both years. 
Apparently, adults of these species left the area after breeding, 
which was concentrated early in the census period. However, only 
small numbers of fledglings of any species were counted during 
censuses, even though nests of some species fledged during the 
census period. 

Common Grackles, common nest predators in the southwest 
campground, were important sources of mortality in Western Kingbird 
nests in LOSRA (Bergin 1993) and probably other canopy-nesting 
species as well. Raccoons, while common, were most frequently 
observed near trash containers, rather than searching for nests in 
trees. Other potential nest predators observed in LOSRA were 
uncommon or rare in the southwest campground and unlikely to be 
important sources of nest mortality. Brown-headed Cowbirds, brood 
parasites, were uncommon in the southwest campground and probably 
not important sources of nest mortality. 
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NOU FALL COUNT 1996; NAMC COUNT IN TWO COUNTIES 10 MAY 1997 

The NOU count during Fall Field Days 27-28 September 1996 was 
centered at the Nebraska National Forest (NNF) , which is mostly in 
Thomas County, and also included Thomas outside the forest and 
three other counties: Cherry, Brown, and Blaine (see Table 1). The 
total number of species was 116 compared to 103 for the same area 
about 10 days later in 1995. Twelve species seen in 1995 were 
absent in 1996, and 22 species seen in 1996 were absent in 1995. 

North American Migration Counts (NAMC) for Boone and Sarpy 
Counties on 10 May 1997 are included in Table 1. The conditions for 
Boone County were as follows: partly cloudy, wind s-sw at 20-30 
mph; temp. 33°F in A.M.; compiler, Wayne Mollhoff. The count, made 
between 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M., was part of a field trip for the 
Albion bird identification class. 

The count in Sarpy County was made between 5:45 A.M. and 8:15 
P.M.; temp. in the 60's (F) A.M., wind mild, 10% cloud cover; temp. 
in the 80's P.M., wind brisk, no cloud cover. There were 27 
observers in 14 parties, and they covered 32.5 miles on foot for a 
total of 42.5 hrs, and 270.5 miles by car for a total of 20.5 hrs. 
The participants were Betty Allen, Roland Barth, Elliott Bedows, 
Laurine Blankeneau, Nellie Falzgraf, Ruth Green, Betty Grenon 
(compiler), Clem Klaphake, Ray Korpi, Jim and Sandi Kovanda, Jill 
Medland, Babs and Loren Padelford, Don and Janis Paseka, Spencer 
Phippen, Carol Rasmussen, Dick Rasmussen, Izen and Neal Ratzlaff, 
Kathleen Crawford Rose and Robert Rose, Eric Scholar, Winter Smith, 
Alexander Wilson, Edith Wilson. 
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Table 1. Bird species observed during NOU Fall Field Days 27-28 
September 1996 in four Nebraska counties, with Thomas Co. divided 
into the portion containing the Nebraska National Forest (NNF) and 
the portion outside the forest; also, the North American Migration 
counts (NAMC) 10 May 1997 in two Nebraska counties. X = species 
present. 

Counties in NOU fall count NAMC counts 
Species 

NNF Cherry Brown Thomas Blaine Boone Sarpy 
(-NNF) 

Pied-billed Grebe x x x 4 

Horned Grebe x x 
Eared Grebe x x 
Western Grebe x x 
Am. White Pelican x x 
Double-crested x x 2 117 
Cormorant 

Great Blue Heron x x 1 10 

Great Egret 1 

Green Heron 1 

Trumpeter Swan x 
Canada Goose x x 64 

Wood Duck x x x 15 61 

Green-winqed Teal x 
Mallard x x 35 6 

Northern Pintail x 
Blue-winqed Teal x x 15 42 

Cinnamon Teal x 
Northern Shoveler x x 2 

Gadwall x x 2 

American Wiqeon x x 
Redhead x x 
Ring-necked Duck x 
Lesser Scaup x 9 

Bufflehead x 
Common Merganser x 
Ruddy Duck x x 2 

Turkey Vulture x x 53 

Osprey x 
Northern Harrier x x x x 
Sharp-shinned Hawk x x 
Cooper's Hawk x x 1 
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Counties in NOU fall count NAMC counts 
Species 

NNF Cherry Brown Thomas -· ~~ --
(-NNF) 

Red-shouldered 3 
Hawk 

Broad-winged Hawk 4 

Swainson•s Hawk x x x x 2 1 

Red-tailed Hawk x x x x x 1 13 

Ferruginous Hawk x 
Rough-legged Hawk x 

American Kestrel x x x x x 3 

Merlin x 

Ring-necked x x 5 6 
Pheasant 

Greater Prairie- x x 1 
Chicken 

Sharp-tailed x 
Grouse 

Wild Turkey x 7 

Northern Bobwhite 1 

Sora 2 1 

American Coot x x 9 14 

Killdeer x x 3 23 

Greater Yellowleqs x 
Lesser Yellowlegs x x 20 9 

Solitary Sandpiper 1 

Spotted Sandpiper 9 

Semipalmated x 5 
Sandpiper 

Least Sandpiper x 8 

White-rumped x 
Sandpiper 

Pectoral Sandpiper x 2 

Long-billed x 
Dowitcher 

Common Snipe x 2 

Wilson's Phalarope 10 

Franklin's Gull 1 

Ring-billed Gull x x 
Forster's Tern 8 

Black Tern ll 

Rock Dove x x 21 57 

Mourning Dove x x x x x 48 142 
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Counties in NOU fall count NAMC counts 
Species 

NNF Cherry Brown Thomas Blaine Boone Sarpy 
(-NNF) 

Eastern Screech- 1 
Owl 

Great Horned Owl x x 
Burrowing Owl x 
Common Poorwill x 
Chimney Swift 4 39 

Belted Kingfisher x x x x 1 7 

Red-headed x x x 3 50 
Woodpecker 

Red-bellied 1 51 
Woodpecker 

Downy Woodpecker x x x 9 49 

Hairy Woodpecker x x x x 1 4 

Northern Flicker x x x x x 6 36 

Least Flycatcher 34 

Empidonax sp. 18 

Eastern Phoebe 2 4 

Say's Phoebe x x x 
Great Crested 17 
Flycatcher 

Western Kinqbird 3 1 

Eastern Kinqbird 5 25 

Kingbird species x 
Horned Lark x x 4 7 

Purple Martin 19 

Tree Swallow x 6 28 

Northern Rough- 10 56 
winged Swallow 

Cliff Swallow 20 558 

Barn Swallow x x x 20 138 

Blue Jay x x x 21 217 

American Crow x x x x x 14 69 

Black-capped x x 5 77 
Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 37 

Red-breasted x x 
Nuthatch 

White-br. Nuthatch x x x 2 35 

Brown Creeper 5 

Carolina Wren 1 

House Wren x 18 316 
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Counties in NOU fall count NAMC counts 
Species 

NNF Cherry Brown Thomas Blaine Boone Sarpy 
(-NNF) 

Marsh Wren x 1 

Ruby-crowned x 3 
Kinglet 

Blue-gray 4 
Gnatcatcher 

Eastern Bluebird x x 21 

Mountain Bluebird x 
Townsend's x 
Solitaire 

Veery 1 

Gray-cheeked 3 
Thrush 

Swainson's Thrush x 25 

Wood Thrush 5 

American Robin x x x x 18 279 

Gray Catbird x 3 47 

Northern 1 
Mockingbird 

Brown Thrasher 18 77 

American Pipit x 
Cedar Waxwing x x x 6 

Lonnerhead Shrike x 
European Starling x x x 15 324 

White-eyed Vireo 1 

Bell's Vireo 1 

Solitary Vireo 8 

Yellow-thr. Vireo 18 

Warbling Vireo 4 32 

PhiladelPhia Vireo 1 

Red-eved Vireo 6 

Tennessee Warbler 2 

Orange-crowned- x x 2 12 
Warbler 

Nashville Warbler x 6 

Northern Parula 6 

Yellow warbler 8 21 

Magnolia Warbler 2 

Cape May Warbler 1 

Yellow-rumped x x x 9 291 
Warbler 
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counties in NOU fall count NAMC counts 
Species 

NNF Cherry Brown Thomas Blaine Boone Sarpy 
(-NNF) 

Black-throated 1 
Green Warbler 

Blackburnian 2 
Warbler 

Yellow-throated 2 
Warbler 

Blackpoll Warbler 2 3 

Black-and-white 9 
Warbler 

American Redstart 16 

Prothonotary 2 
Warbler 

Ovenbird 9 

Northern 5 
Waterthrush 

Louisiana 2 
Waterthrush 

Kentucky Warbler 3 

common x 12 109 
Yellowthroat 

Wilson's Warbler x 4 

Summer Tanaqer 1 

Scarlet Tanager 2 

Northern Cardinal x 4 104 

Rose-breasted 25 
Grosbeak 

Indigo Bunting 1 9 

Dickcissel x 13 

Eastern Towhee x x 2 17 

Spotted Towhee x x 

Chipping Sparrow x x x x x 78 

Clay-colored x x x 13 7 
Sparrow 

Field Sparrow x x x x 20 

Vesper Sparrow x x x x x 1 

Lark Sparrow x x 4 9 

Savannah Sparrow x x x 3 

Grasshopper 5 
Sparrow 

LeConte's Sparrow x 
Fox Sparrow 1 

Song Sparrow x x 16 46 

Lincoln's Sparrow x l 4 
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Counties in NOU fall count NAMC counts 
Species 

NNF Cherry Brown Thomas Blaine Boone Sarpy 
(-NNF) 

Swamp Sparrow 3 

White-throated x x 7 
Sparrow 

White-crowned x x 4 1 
Sparrow 

Harris' Sparrow x x 11 7 

Dark-eyed Junco x 
Bobolink 15 

Red-winged x x x x 30 358 
Blackbird 

Eastern Meadowlark 1 12 

Western Meadowlark x x x x x 45 32 

Meadowlark sp. 12 

Yellow-headed x 2 
Blackbird 

Brewer's Blackbird 20 

Great-tailed 3 
Grackle 

Common Grackle x x 10 460 

Brown-headed 50 230 
cowbird 

Orchard Oriole 1 3 

Baltimore Oriole 12 119 

House Finch x x 3 31 

Red Crossbill x 2 

Pine Siskin x x x 1 2 

American Goldfinch x x x x 50 260 

House Sparrow x 10 230 

NOTES ON BIRD SIGHTINGS IN NEBRASKA 

Lapland Lonqspurs Road Kill. The 10 April 1997 snowstorm had some 
devastating effects on Lapland Longspurs in northeast Nebraska. Tom 
Welstead, Wildlife Biologist in Norfolk, reported counting 103 dead 
birds in 0.6 miles on Highway 121 south of Battle Creek. Other 
unconfirmed reports of numerous dead birds on the roads were 
suspected to be longspurs also. While the extent of the kill was 
unknown, it may have been widespread. Tom also reported seeing dead 
birds in the parking lot of a Quick Shop in Burwell days later, 
apparently deposited by falling from the grilles of vehicles after 
they had stopped. 

John Dinan, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, P.O. Box 
30370, Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, MARCH-MAY 1997 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 
Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE 68008 

INTRODUCTION 

Vol. 65 

First a correction: in the Fall Seasonal Report (NBR 63:101) 
the account on Whooping Crane listed 2 reports 25 Nov; these should 
have been 25 Oct. 

This report includes observations, designated (B), reported to 
the Nebraska Birdline (402-292-5325), operated by Loren and Babs 
Padelford. While these are anonymous submissions, many are reported 
to us subsequently by the original observers; those which are not 
but are significant but unsubstantiated, are indicated herein as 
such by a phrase like "no details submitted". We have also used 
this phrase for other unsubstantiated reports herein. Hopefully, 
observers involved will send us a few details about the sighting. 
If observers prefer, they may submit reports to Ross Silcock by 
E-mail at rsilcoc@sidney. heartland.net. 

You may also note that we have used the new taxonomic order 
according to the AOU 41st Supplement recently published. Most 
notable change for Nebraska is the splitting of "Solitary Vireo• 
into 3 species, as discussed under Solitary Vireo. Turkey Vulture 
is now considered a relative of the storks ("Turkey Stork"?), and 
follows White-faced Ibis. There are other changes also, including 
re-ordering of the Passerine families. 

This spring was notable for a late warbler migration, with 
several species lingering. On the other hand, very early sparrows 
were noted, along with record early American Golden-Plover and 
House Wren, and 2nd earliest White-throated Swift and Cassin' s 
Kingbird. Species reported in low numbers and thus of concern 
included Purple Finch, but huge numbers of Western Grebes occurred 
at LM. 

Among significant reports herein, the following stand out: a 
Tricolored Heron, without details however, in Lancaster Co, 
potential 1st state record Emperor Goose, 1st state record 
Garganey, Barrow's Goldeneye in the east, 5 Snowy Plovers in the 
RWB, several Mountain Plovers, including a nest, sw of the Kimball 
airport, 45 Whimbrels in a flock in Lancaster Co, the 7th Laughing 
Gull for the state, the 3rd Little Gull for the state, Iceland and 
Great Black-backed Gulls at LM, Violet-green Swallow at HCR, a late 
Townsend' s Solitaire in the extreme east, the 9th and 10th ever 
spring Sage Thrasher records, only the 6th White-eyed Vireo since 
1990, 1st state record Cassin' s Vireo, the 1st Panhandle 
Golden-winged Warbler, the 6th eastern Western Tanager in Omaha, 
also tying the record earliest date ever, and the discovery of 
Mccown' s Longspur in Knox Co after the big 10 Apr snowstorm and 
Smith' s Longspurs at the same time in Washington Co. 

We were almost overwhelmed by many excellent reports from 
outstanding and active observers. We processed well over 3000 
records (thank goodness for computers) from which to distill this 
report. Believe it or not, it's fun though and fascinating to see 
the "big picture" emerge for each species. 
Keep 'em coming! 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Initials in parentheses refer to the observers, listed at the end 
of this report. * = documentation submitted and passed to NOU 
Records Committee. Please refer to Nebraska Bird Review 54:74 for 
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information about writing documentations, and the Official List of 
Birds of Nebraska (NBR 65:3) for birds which should be documented. 
It is also important to document birds which are out-of-season. The 
best current source of early and late occurrence dates is Dr. Paul 
Johnsgard' s •The Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent Plains States" 
reprinted in 1997 and available from the author at UNL. 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm; BOL: Branched Oak L; BSC: Boy Scout Camp; 
cem: Cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent Lake NWR; Co(s): County(ies); CPBS: 
Cedar Point Biological Station; FF: Fontenelle Forest; FL: Funk 
Lagoon; HCR: Harlan Co Res; ICSP: Indian Cave SP; L: Lake; LM: L 
Mcconaughy; MM: Mile Marker; NAMC: North American Migration Count; 
NE: Nebraska; NM: National Monument; NOURC: Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NPNWR: North Platte NWR; 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; R: River; Res: Reservoir; RWB: 
Rainwater Basin, an area of Federal, State, and private basins and 
wetlands mainly in Phelps, Kearney, Clay, Fillmore, Hamilton, and 
York Cos; SL: Sewage Lagoons; SP: State Park; SRA: State Recreation 
Area; UNL: University of Nebraska at Lincoln; WHNC: Wildcat Hills 
Nature Center; WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State); WPA: 
Waterfowl Production Area (Federal). 

GAZETTEER 

ADF: Nebraska City, Otoe Co; Ashford BSC: Dakota-Thurston Cos; 
Branched Oak L: SRA, Lancaster Co; carter canyon: Scotts Bluff co; 
Clear creek: WMA, Keith-Garden Cos; CLNWR: Garden co; County Line 
Marsh: WPA, Fillmore Co; CPBS: Keith Co; crystal cove L: South 
Sioux City, Dakota Co; Cunningham L: Omaha, Douglas co; Father Hupp 
Marsh: Thayer Co; FF: Sarpy Co; Freeman Lakes: WPA, York-Seward 
cos; Funk Lagoon: WPA, Phelps co; Hansen Marsh: WPA, Clay Co; 
Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay co; Hord L: SRA, York Co; Holmes L: 
Lincoln, Lancaster Co; Hultine Basin: WPA, Clay Co; Indian Cave SP: 
Nemaha-Richardson Cos; Jack Sinn Marsh: WMA, Lancaster-Saunders; 
James Ranch, Sioux co; Kissinger Basin: WMA, Clay Co; L George: 
Rock Co; L Mcconaughy: Keith Co; L Minatare: SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; 
L Ogallala: Keith Co; Long canyon: Banner co; Long L: SRA, Brown 
co; Mallard Haven: WPA, Fillmore Co; Nathan's L: Washington co; 
Neale Woods: Douglas Co; North Lake Basin: WMA, Seward Co; NPNWR: 
Scotts Bluff Co; Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co; Ponca SP: Dixon Co; 
Private Marsh: 2 miles e FL, Kearney Co; Real Basin: WPA, Fillmore 
Co; (Lillian Annette) Rowe sanctuary: Buffalo Co; Schramm SP: Sarpy 
Co; Sinninger Lagoon: WPA, York Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; 
Stagecoach L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Sutherland Res: SRA, Lincoln Co; 
Twin Lakes: WMA, Rock Co; Wilderness Park: Lincoln, Lancaster Co; 
Willow creek: SRA, Pierce Co; Wolf L: Saunders Co; Wood Duck: WMA, 
Stanton Co. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon: Earliest was a single at LM 30 Mar (SD) and high count 
7 there 4-13 Apr (SD). At L Ogallala, 2 basic-plumaged birds were 
present 16-31 May (JH,EH,SD,JGJ,GJ). 
Pied-billed Grebe: Earliest was a single at BOL 19 Mar (LE). High 
count was only 24 at Holmes L 14 Apr (LE). 
Horned Grebe: Earliest was a single at Crystal Cove L on 1 Apr 
(BFH). High counts include 10 at LM 13 Apr (SD) and 9 birds 2 miles 
w of Wood Duck 15 May (DH) . Latest was a single at Sinninger Lagoon 
19 May (JM). 
Eared Grebe: Earliest was a single at Hord L 22 Mar (DH). High 
count was 230 at CLNWR 9 May (MF). Last away from a breeding area 
was a single at a farm pond in Madison Co 30 May (DH). 
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western Grebe: Huge numbers were found at LM this spring. By 30 
Mar, 367 had already arrived (SD); this count grew to 4900 by 13 
Apr (SD) and numbers reached 14,500 on 19 Apr (SD). Next highest 
count was 123 at NPNWR 16 Apr. Rare in the RWB, a single at Mallard 
Haven 17 May (JGJ) was the only one found in the east. 
Clark's Grebe: Reports continue to increase. This spring 7 reports 
totaling 44 birds were received, all from the west. Earliest were 
3 at LM on 12 Apr (SD); high count there was 23 on 26 Apr (SD). 
American White Pelican: Earliest were 25 at FL 30 Mar (LR,RH). 
High counts, both from FL, were 480 on 20 Apr (LR,RH) and 500 on 27 
Apr (LR, RH) . 
Double-crested cormorant: Earliest were 6 at Willow Creek 21 Mar 
(DH) . High count was 1500 at BOL 27 Apr (LE) . Eight active nests at 
L George and two at Twin Lakes 24-25 May (JGJ) were at previously 
unknown breeding locations. 
American Bittern: As expected, most were reported from CLNWR. 
Earliest was a single there 20 Apr, high count 11 there 13 May 
(MF). The only reports away from CLNWR were of migrant birds: 1 at 
North Lake Basin 25 Apr (JGJ), 1 at Harvard Marsh 25 Apr (JGJ), 2 
at North Lake Basin 2 May (JGJ), and 1 in Pierce Co 3 May (DH). 
Least Bittern: The only reports were of singles in Pierce Co 10 May 
(DH) and at North Lake Basin 31 May (JH,EH). 
Great Blue Heron: Earliest and probably wintering nearby was a 
single in Cass Co 8 Mar (GW). By 16 Mar, 4 had already moved north 
to CLNWR (MF), a non-wintering locale. High count was 50 in the LM 
area 13 Apr (SD). 
Great Egret: Fewer reports were received than expected for several 
heron and egret species, including this one. Earliest was a single 
at Father Hupp Marsh 19 Apr (JGJ), a tad later arrival date than 
usual. High count was 10 at Pilger SRA, Stanton Co, 3 May (DH). 
snowy Egret: The only reports were of singles at Tamera Basin, 
Seward Co, 7 May (JGJ) and at CLNWR 7-13 May (MF). 
Tricolored Heron: A report was received of a single in w Lancaster 
Co 22 May; no details were provided for what would be only the 3rd 
NE record. 
Little Blue Heron: Surprisingly, no reports were received. 
cattle Egret: High count was a mere 12 at Ponca SP 17 May (JJ). 
Earliest was a single at Father Hupp Marsh 19 Apr (JGJ) and latest 
were 4 at Gifford Farm (pasture adjacent to FF) 25 May (BP,LP). 
Only one was found in thew, a loner at Clear Creek 26 Apr {SD). 
Green Heron: About a half-dozen singles were found in the eastern 
quarter, but a single near the CPBS 13 May (JH) was rather far 
west. Earliest was a single at ADF 5 May (LF,CF) and high count was 
3 at Rowe Sanctuary 31 May (LR,RH). 
Black-crowned Night-heron: A major movement was detected in late 
Apr, when 84 were found in the e RWB 26 Apr (JGJ) and llat BOL 27 
Apr (LE). Earliest were 2 at Hultine Basin 18 Apr (JGJ). 
Yellow-crowned Night-heron: No reports were received. 
White-faced Ibis: Earliest were 13 at Oliver Res and 2 at LM, both 
on 18 Apr (SD). High count was 20 at Clear Creek 19 Apr (SD). 
Numbers in the e half of the state were neither impressive nor 
disappointing, and none were found e of the RWB. Furthest e was a 
single at North Lake Basin 24-26 May (JH,EH) and high count in the 
e was 12 at Kissinger Basin 7 May (JGJ). 
Turkey Vulture: Earliest were 2 flying over the Elkhorn R in 
Stanton Co 14 Mar (DH). High count was 9 at Ponca SP 9 May (JJ). 
Tundra swan: No reports were received. 
Trumpeter swan: The pair which wintered (see Winter Report) at Wolf 
L remained until 7 Mar (TH). Also in thee, a single was at Wood 
Duck 14 Apr (DH) and another was seen almost daily in a field in 
Buffalo Co 29 Mar-12 May (LR,RH); details were provided for both of 
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these reports. In the w, a pair was 3 miles w of Hyannis 4 May (WM) 
and nesting was noted at Doc L, Grant Co, 2 and 4 May (WM). 
Finally, 2-5 were at CLNWR 9-15 May (MF). 
Greater White-fronted Goose: High counts were 600 at Private Marsh 
and 500 at FL, both on 8 Mar (LR,RH). In thee, 140 were at Wolf L 
8 Mar (TH) and 70 were in sw Otoe Co 23 Mar (LF,CF). Latest was a 
single at FL 24 May. 
snow Goose: High count was 400,000 at FL 8 Mar (LR,RH). Many small 
groups were ·noted in May at numerous sites in the RWB. Large counts 
and lingering groups are to be expected as long as the flyway 
population continues to skyrocket. 
Ross' Goose: Reports are too numerous to list. Most observers 
usually report the few Ross' that can be picked out amongst the 
Snow Geese, and generally underestimate the true number present. 
However, counts of 500 at FL 29 Mar (SD), 250 at Sutherland Res 29 
Mar (SD), and 187 at Cochran L, Scotts Bluff co, 19 Apr (SD,WRS) 
likely better represent the species' abundance. Late birds included 
2 at Ayr L, Adams Co, 16 May (JGJ), 1 at Rolland Basin WPA, 
Fillmore Co, 17 May (JGJ), and 1 at North Harvard Basin, Clay Co, 
21 May (BP,LP). 
Emperor Goose: A major surprise was the picking up of a dead adult 
of this species among other cholera-afflicted geese and ducks at 
Harvard Marsh 17 Mar (*Will Meeks). The bird showed no signs of 
captivity, but there are no records of vagrants to our knowledge 
away from the west coast. The documentation has been forwarded to 
the NOURC. 
Canada Goose: At Wood Duck, 8 nesting pairs were noted during May 
(DH) • 
Wood Duck: Earliest was a single at Wolf L 2 Mar (TH) . High count 
was 67 at NPNWR 16 Apr (LK). 
Green-winged Teal: High count was an impressive 8500 at Harvard 
Marsh 3 Apr (JGJ). 
American Black Duck: No reports were received. 
Mallard: High counts included 23,792 at NPNWR 11 Mar (LK) and 3500 
at Pintail Marsh WMA, Hamilton Co, 3 Apr (JGJ). 
Northern Pintail: High counts included 3000 at Private Marsh 8 Mar 
(LR,RH) and 440 at NPNWR 11 Mar (LK). 
Blue-winged Teal: Earliest was a single at Cunningham L 11 Mar 
(JGJ). High counts included 200 at Father Hupp Marsh 3 May (JGJ) 
and 100 at Arbor L 6 May (LE). 
Garganey: Again this year a vagrant birder made an excellent find 
in the central Platte Valley. Last year it was the Common Crane, 
this year a male Garganey, found 3 miles s of Kearney 28 Mar (*Bill 
and Mary Kay DeBaets). The documentation has been forwarded to the 
NOURC, and if accepted would be Nebraska' s 1st record. 
cinnamon Teal: Up to 30 individuals were found from FL westward. 
Very early was a single at CLNWR 6 Mar (MF) and high count was 8 
there 12 Apr (SD). Fewer drifted eastward this spring than in the 
previous two years; none were found in the eastern quarter and the 
species was unusually scarce in the e RWB (JGJ) . Furthest e and the 
only ones found in the e RWB were singles at Father Hupp Marsh 3 
May (JGJ), Sinninger Lagoon 8 May (JGJ), and Weis Lagoon, Fillmore 
Co, 17 May (JGJ). 
Northern Shoveler: This species returned in numbers in early Mar. 
High count was 1000 at Johnson Lagoon WPA, Phelps Co, 20 Apr 
(LR, RH) . 
Gadwall: High counts included 397 at CLNWR 4 Apr (MF) and 276 at 
NPNWR 16 Apr (LK). 
American Wigeon: High counts included 700 at Johnson Lagoon WPA, 
Phelps Co, 20 Apr (LR,RH), 300 at Kissinger Basin 29 Mar (JGJ,GJ), 
and 286 at NPNWR 27 Mar (LK). 
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Eurasian Wigeon: For the 6th straight spring, this species was 
found in the RWB, this year a male at Kissinger Basin 29 Mar 
(JGJ, GJ) . 
canvasback: High counts included 203 at NPNWR 16 Apr (LK) and 421 
at Mallard Haven 4 Apr (JGJ). Latest away from the Sandhills were 
singles at Wood Duck (DH) and BOL (LE), both on 5 May, and 3 at 
Freeman Lakes 10 May (JGJ). In the Sandhills, 28 were still present 
at CLNWR 9 May (MF), where a few breed. 
Redhead: High counts included 2338 at NPNWR 11 Mar (LK) and 1400 at 
FL 8 Mar (LR,RH). At CLNWR, 89 were found 9 May (MF); hopefully 
this represents a healthy breeding population. This species is the 
most likely pochard to be found away from breeding areas in May and 
Jun, and this year several were found at various reservoirs and 
marshes, including 4 at Wood Duck 5 May (DH), 3 at BOL 5 May (LE), 
and 5 at the Alma SL 31 May (JGJ,GJ). 
Ring-necked Duck: High counts included 160 at NPNWR 16 Apr (LK) and 
100 at Hedgefield L, Lancaster Co (LE). This species is rare 
anywhere in the state by the end of the period; late birds included 
3 at Mallard Haven 17 May (JGJ), 1 near Long L 24 May (JGJ), and 2 
at L George 24 May (JGJ). 
Greater Scaup: The 11 at LM 30 Mar (SD) likely wintered, but 
migrants apparently arrived soon after as 23 were there and on the 
adjacent waterways 13 Apr (SD). All other reports include: 1 at 
Cunningham L 16 Mar (BP,LP), a female at Oliver Res 16 Apr (SD), 
and 2 at Mallard Haven 26 Apr-8 May (JGJ) , the latter a rather late 
date. 
Lesser scaup: High counts included 637 at CLNWR 4 Apr (MF) and 450 
at FL 9 Mar (LR,RH). Like the Redhead, several were reported away 
from breeding areas, but unlike the Redhead, most were north of the 
Platte Valley: 1 was at Wood Duck 31 May (DH), 15 were at Twin 
Lakes 24 May (JGJ), and 10 were at Doolittle L, Holt Co, (JGJ). 
Common Goldeneye: High counts included 48 at NPNWR (LK) 16 Apr and 
59 at CLNWR 17 Mar (MF). 
Barrow's Goldeneye: Following the the discovery of a pair at L 
Ogallala in Feb (see Winter Report), a sub-adult male was found at 
LM 30 Mar (*SD). Even more significant was a female photographed at 
Cunningham L 3 Mar (JGJ*), the first report for thee third of 
Nebraska in 10 years. 
Bufflehead. High counts included 186 at NPNWR 16 Apr (LK) and 125 
at CLNWR 17 Mar (MF). Late birds included 1 at Clear Creek 19 May 
(SD), 3 near Long L 24 May (JGJ), 1 at Doolittle L, Holt Co, 25 May 
(JGJ), and 2 at CLNWR 27 May (MF). 
Hooded Merganser: High counts included 10 at Cunningham L 15 Mar 
(JGJ) and at swan L, Cherry Co, 16 Mar (LR,RH). Late were 2 e of 
Bayard 30 May (AK). 
Common Merganser: High count was 3000 at LM 12 Apr (SD). At L 
Ogallala, 17 were present on 19 May (SD) and 24 on 31 May (JGJ), 
possibly returning molt-migrants which may not have bred. A male, 
presumed to be injured, remained 1 mile w of Wood Duck until the 
end of the period (DH). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Earliest were 2 at LM 5 Mar (BP,LP). High 
counts included 34 at Cunningham L 24 Mar (JGJ) and 54 at L 
Ogallala 12 Apr (SD), the latter report proving that L Ogallala is 
about the only locale away from the e quarter where this species is 
to be expected with any regularity. 
Ruddy Duck: Very early so far n were 2 at Wood Duck 2 Feb (DH). 
High count was 166 at CLNWR 9 May (MF) . Several groups were found 
s of the Platte R late in the period: 6 were at FL 25 May (LR,RH), 
17 at Stagecoach L 29 May (LE), 6 at Champion L SRA, Chase Co, 31 
May (JGJ,GJ), and 38 at the Alma SL 31 May (JGJ,GJ). 
osprey: As many as 10 were found statewide in the period 2 Apr-9 
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May. Furthest w were singles at L Ogallala and L Minatare 12 Apr 
(SD) . 
Mississippi Kite: Returning for another year were 2 soaring over 
Ogallala 31 May (JGJ,GJ). 
Bald Eagle: A pair was noted nesting in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Apr (AK) 
and another pair with two young birds was at CLNWR 23 May (MF). 
Northern Harrier: Good counts included 21 in s Kimball Co 14 Apr 
(SD), 11 ins Cheyenne Co 16 Apr (SD), and 7 at Sacramento-Wilcox 

WMA, Phelps Co, 5 Apr (LR,RH). 
sharp-shinned Hawk: Eight singles were found in 7 cos, latest of 
which was one at CLNWR 23 May (MF). 
cooper's Hawk: One report of breeding activity would have been 
nice, but three such reports were received. Nesting was noted in 
Cass Co in May (JM), a nest was under construction in Omaha at 
Towle Park in late Apr but was unfortunately abandoned in early May 
(NR), and a pair was performing courtship flights at Carter Canyon 
27 Apr (SD). Additionally, 8 singles were found in 7 cos. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Only known to occur regularly at FF, a single 
was found there 17 Mar (BP,LP) and a pair 10 May (BP,LP) and 30 May 
(DH) . 
Broad-winged Hawk: This species has a well-defined migration 
period, the end of Apr and the first half of May. This year 6 were 
found in 6 cos, all in the period 26 Apr-15 May. Only one was found 
away from the extreme e, a single in Boyd Co 27 Apr (DH,MB). 
swainson•s Hawk: Disturbingly few were reported, possibly due to 
well-publicized problems on the South American wintering grounds 
with chemical spraying. Earliest, as well as the best count, were 
only 2 at FL 20 Apr (LR,RH). Late away from a breeding area was a 
single near Axtell 24 May (LR,RH). 
Ferruginous Hawk: High count was 4 in sw Kimball Co 6 Apr (SD). 
Easterly reports included 1 at Private Marsh 14 Mar (LR,RH) and 
another at Swan L, Cherry Co, 16 Mar (LR,RH). 
Rough-legged Hawk: As many as 9 were found in the s Panhandle 20 
Apr (SJD). Last to leave were singles at CLNWR 25 Apr (MF) and in 
nw Kimball Co 3 May (SD). 
Golden Eagle: A single bird was on a nest in Long Canyon 30 May 
(JGJ, GJ). The only other report was of singles at CLNWR 21 Mar and 
16 Apr (MF). 
American Kestrel: Good counts were of 59 tallied from Scottsbluff 
to L Ogallala 12 Apr (SD) and 38 in Keith Co the following day 
(SD). 
Merlin: All reports were of singles, as follows: 9 Mar at Wolf L 
(TH), 20 Apr at NPNWR (SD,WRS), 3 May at NPNWR (JS), and 3 May at 
Lindau WPA, Kearney Co, (LR,RH). 
Peregrine Falcon: More than expected were reported; a total of 22 
was found across the state during the period 9 Apr-24 May, half of 
which were in the RWB. Westerly reports included 1-2 in s Kimball 
Co 18-19 May (SD) and a single at Clear Creek 3 May (JS). 
Prairie Falcon: A single was n of Long Canyon 20 Apr (SD,WRS) and 
nesting was noted in Long Canyon during the period (SD). 
Gray Partridge: Suggestions of this species' imminent extirpation 
may be slightly premature. The three reports received are 
encouraging: a single was noted 1 mile w of Laurel 8 May (DH), 2 
were 5 miles e and 1.75 miles n of O'Neill 18 May (DH), and a 
single was found in Dixon Co 24 May (JJ). 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports were routine. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Not yet well-established in the s Panhandle, 
20 were found in sw Banner Co 12 Apr (SD) and a single was in sw 
Kimball Co 4 May (SD). The possibility that these birds wandered 
south during the winter cannot be ruled out, but if evidence can be 
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obtained that the species breeds in the area it would be 
significant. 
Wild Turkey: Reports were routine. 
Northern Bobwhite: Panhandle reports, where it is uncommon, 
included a single at CLNWR 9 May (MF) , another at the Gering Cem 14 
May (AK), and 3 e of Scottsbluff 24 May (AK). 
Virginia Rail: on 30 Mar, 4 were found at Clear Creek (SD), 
possibly birds which overwintered. Up to 6 were found at Twin Lakes 
25 May (JGJ). 
Sora: Earliest was a single at Tamera Basin, Seward Co, 2 May 
(JGJ). High count was 5 at Nebraska City 11 May (BP,LP). 
American coot: High count was 386 at CLNWR 4 Apr (MF). Young had 
already fledged at Wood Duck by 5 May (DH). 
Sandhill Crane: Furthest e were 16 at Father Hupp Marsh 2 Apr (JGJ) 
and 16 at Freeman Lakes 18 Apr (JGJ). Latest was a single at FL 25 
May (LR,RH). 
Whooping Crane: Very early and well-publicized was a single that 
was found at Rowe Sanctuary 9 Mar (Paul Tebbel, fide LR,RH). The 
only other report received was of 3 at Rowe Sanctuary 21 Apr 
(LR,RH). 
Black-bellied Plover: Earliest was a single at Harvard Marsh 25 Apr 
(JGJ). High counts included 32 at Freeman Lakes 17 May (JGJ) and 27 
at Ayr L 16 May (JGJ). Latest were 26 in thee RWB 23 May (JGJ). 
Only three reports were received from the w. 
American Golden-Plover: Numbers were spectacular this spring; high 
counts included 273 at Freeman Lakes and 206 at Real Basin, both on 
17 May (JGJ). Earliest ever was a single near Nathan's L 21 Mar 
(JGJ). 
snowy Plover: This species appeared in unprecedented numbers this 
spring, with 5 different birds in the RWB. singles (all *JGJ) were 
found at Real Basin 2-4 May, North Harvard Basin 2-4 May, Father 
Hupp Marsh 9-10 May, Miller's Pond, Fillmore Co, 9-10 May, and 
Sinninger Lagoon 17 May. 
semipalmated Plover: Earliest was a single at Rolland Basin 18 Apr 
(JGJ). High counts included 52 there 3 May (JGJ) and 26 at Harvard 
Marsh 7 May (JGJ). Latest were 2 at County Line Marsh 23 May (JGJ). 
Piping Plover: All reports of migrants were from the RWB, where 7 
were noted 2-19 May (JGJ,WRS,JM). At LM, the 2 found on 18 Apr 
(SD) increased to 10 on 26 Apr (SD), and 8 nests were found 18 May 
(SD). 
Killdeer: Reports were routine, except that many were found in 
strange places during the snowstorm which occurred 10 Apr, such as 
at feeders, wandering around on city lawns, and especially along 
roadsides. 
Mountain Plover: The sw Panhandle was well-covered this spring by 
SD and JS. SD found a pair of this species in sw Kimball Co 25 Apr, 
a single displaying w of Kimball 4 May, and 4 plus a nest s of 
Kimball 18 May; JS found 2 birds 4 May in overgrazed pasture and a 
single the same day, both sw of Kimball. Since about 1994 it has 
become apparent that Mountain Plovers are occupying stony wheat­
f al low areas in a rectangular area about 5 miles wide (e-w) and 10 
miles long (n-s) with the Kimball airport at its ne corner. 
Black-necked stilt: A pair was found at the traditional locale in 
Sheridan Co at MM106 on Highway 2. The only other reports were from 
CLNWR, where 1-3 were found 7-17 May (MF,JS,JH,EH). 
American Avocet: Earliest were 3 at Hultine Basin 18 Apr (JGJ). 
High counts included 70 at Harvard Marsh 3 May (JGJ) and 68 at L 
North, Platte Co, 20 Apr (DH). Last away from breeding areas were 
singles at BOL 18 May (LE) and Sinninger Lagoon 23 May (JGJ). 
Greater Yellowlegs: Earliest was a single at stagecoach L 26 Mar 
(LE). High count was 62 at Hultine Basin 3 Apr (JGJ). Late birds 
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included singles at Smith WPA, Clay Co, 23 May (JGJ) and CLNWR 30 
May (MF). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Earliest was a single at Stagecoach L 26 Mar 
(LE) . Excellent higft counts included 211 at Hansen Marsh and 189 at 
Kissinger Basin, both on 25 Apr (JGJ). 
solitary Sandpiper: Earliest was a single at NPNWR 26 Apr (SD). 
High count was 4 at Arbor L 6 May. Last was a single in Otoe Co 18 
May (LF,CF). 
Willet: Earliest were 2 at Hultine Basin 18 Apr (JGJ). High counts 
included 23 at Harvard Marsh and 34 at Mallard Haven, both on 3 May 
(JGJ). Last away from breeding areas was a single at County Line 
Marsh 19 May (JM). Singles or pairs near Long L, Willow L WMA. 
Brown Co, L. George, and Twin Lakes 24-25 May (JGJ) were likely 
breeding birds near the eastern limit of the species' breeding 
range in NE. 
Spotted Sandpiper: Earliest was a single at NPNWR 26 Apr (SD). 
High count was 3-4 in late May at Wood Duck (DH). 
Upland sandpiper: Earliest were in Hamilton Co 26 Apr (BWN). No 
more than 4 were reported at any location. 
Whimbrel: Reports were unusual this year in the number of birds 
found and because all were from the east, whereas historically most 
reports have been from the west. Earliest was a single at Harvard 
Marsh 4 May (*JGJ,WRS), followed by another at Freeman Lakes 17 May 
(*JGJ), then an incredible 45 at BOL 18 May (JM), one of which was 
still there the following day (*BP,LP), and finally another single 
at Jack Sinn Marsh 18 May (JM). 
Long-billed curlew: Earliest were 2 at CLNWR 27 Mar (MF), where the 
season's high count of 7 was recorded 3 Apr (MF). A pair was w of 
Long Canyon 3 May (SD), a date suggestive of breeding in an area 
where breeding has not been recorded. A single chasing an American 
Crow in extreme sw Rock Co (JGJ), a pair at one locale in nw Brown 
Co (JGJ), and another single elsewhere in nw Brown Co, all on 24-25 
May (JGJ) were at the eastern edge of the species' breeding range 
in NE. 
Hudsonian Godwit: Good numbers were encountered this year. 
Earliest and right on schedule were 13 at Hultine Basin 18 Apr 
(JGJ). High counts included 29 at Hansen Marsh 16 May (JGJ) and 48 
at Sinninger Lagoon the following day (JGJ). Last to leave were 3 
at FL 25 May (LR,RH). 
Marbled Godwit: Earliest were a single at Freeman Lakes 18 Apr 
(JGJ) and 14 at LM 19 Apr (SD). High counts, the first 
unexpectedly far e and late, included 25 at Jack Sinn Marsh 18 May 
(JM) and 23 at NPNWR 26 Apr (SD). Latest was a single near Bayard 
30 May (AK). 
Ruddy Turnstone: It is probably safe to write that the 14 reports 
totaling 76 birds this spring is unprecedented. A quick review of 
past spring reports indicates that 1-3 birds is typical. Earliest 
was a single at Harvard Marsh 7 May (JGJ). High counts included 21 
at Sinninger Lagoon 17 May (JGJ) and 12+ at BOL 18 May (JM), the 
former the best single-locale count ever. Latest were 6 at BOL 
(BP,LP) and a single in Otoe Co (LF,CF), both on 19 May. 
Red Knot: The only report, without details, was of a single at 
CLNWR 22 May (TLE). 
Sanderling: Numbers were slightly lower this spring, with the high 
counts only 19 at Harvard Marsh 4 May (JGJ,WRS) and 18 at NPNWR 15 
May (LK). The latter has hosted large numbers in previous springs. 
Earliest was a single at Wood Duck 30 Apr (DH) and latest were 2 at 
Freeman Lakes and 1 at Island Basin, both 23 May (JGJ). 
semipalmated Sandpiper: Earliest were 18 at Harvard Marsh 19 Apr 
(JGJ). High counts included some 800 at County Line Marsh 21 May 
(BP,LP), 400 at Freeman Lakes 18 May (JGJ), and 150 at BOL 13 May 
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(LE). Less common to thew, 4 were at Clear Creek 26 Apr (SD). A 
few can be found into very early Jun. 
western sandpiper: This is a very low-density migrant throughout 
the region in spring, even at Cheyenne Bottoms in Kansas. Details 
are appreciated for spring sightings, such as those that were 
provided for 2 found at CLNWR 16 May (JS) and 8 in the e RWB 3-4 
May (JGJ). 
Least sandpiper: Earliest were 2 at Sinninger Lagoon 18 Apr (JGJ). 
High counts were 110 at Freeman Lakes 16 May (JGJ) and 51 at CLNWR 
29 Apr (MF). Latest was a single at FL 25 May (LR,RH). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Earliest was a single, identified by the 
white uppertail coverts, at Wilkins WPA, Fillmore Co, 26 Apr (JGJ). 
Excellent high counts include 3600 at Freeman Lakes 17 May (JGJ), 
870 at Mallard Haven 16 May (JGJ), and 630 at County Line Marsh 23 
May (JGJ). Migration lasts into early Jun. 
Baird's Sandpiper: Earliest was a single at Nathan's L 21 Mar (JGJ) 
followed by several found at a variety of locales 29 Mar (mob). 
High counts included 170 in a plowed field in Clay Co 3 May (JGJ) 
and 75 at CLNWR the same day (MF). Latest were a total of 44 in the 
e RWB 23 May (JGJ). 
Pectoral Sandpiper: A few can be expected to drift n by the end of 
Mar with flocks of Baird's, as apparently did a single at FL 29 Mar 
(SD). High counts included about 100 at County Line Marsh 21 May 
(BP,LP) and 61 at Real Basin 7 May (JGJ). Latest were 3 at FL 24 
May (LR, RH) • 
ounlin: This is another uncommon shorebird which was found in 
excellent numbers. Unprecedented single-locale high counts included 
62 at BOL 21 May (JS) and 36 at Mallard Haven 26 April (JGJ). 
Earliest were 1 at FL 30 Mar (LR,RH) and 2 at North Lake Basin 3 
Apr (JGJ) and latest were 11 at County Line Marsh and 2 at Freeman 
Lakes, both on 23 May (JGJ). 
stilt Sandpiper: Earliest were a single at Theesen Lagoon, Adams 
Co, 25 Apr (JGJ) and 2 at FL 27 Apr (LR,RH). High counts included 
625 at Mallard Haven 16 May (JGJ), 206 at Clear Creek 19 May (SD), 
and 200 at FL 24 May (LR,RH). Last report was from FL 25 May 
(LR,RH) . 
Ruff: Likely the top shorebird find for an excellent shorebird 
season was a black-morph male at FL 24 May (*LR,RH). This will 
provide the 3rd record for NE, if accepted by the NOURC, 
interestingly all within a 10 mile radius. 
Buff-breasted sandpiper: The migration corridor used in spring is 
narrow and stopovers are primarily in the RWB. Evidence is 
accumulating that the corridor is centered on Thayer, Fillmore, 
York, and Platte Cos. Smaller numbers occur in the counties on 
either side of these, and still fewer e and w of there. In York Co 
Lee Morris has regularly found large numbers (into the hundreds) in 
spring, while in Hamilton Co Byron Nilson reports that he is "never 
surprised to see it in spring" but "[has) never seen hundreds like 
Lee Morris." This year, almost all were found in the center of the 
corridor and in the RWB. Earliest were 9 at Father Hupp Marsh 3 May 
(JGJ). High counts included 162 just w of Freeman Lakes 10 May 
(JGJ) and 116 birds 4 miles s of Shickley 17 May (JGJ). Last were 
13 just n of the RWB in Platte Co 24 May (JGJ). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: The numerous reports this spring suggest 
that a recent review (NBR 64:74) may have understated this species' 
abundance in NE. A tad early, but identified by call, were 5 near 
Wood Duck 30 Apr (DH). Other reports accompanied by details 
include: 3 at Harvard Marsh 7 May (JGJ), 2 at East Harvard Basin, 
Clay Co, 9 May (JGJ), 5 at Theesen Lagoon, Adams Co, 9 and 16 May 
(JGJ), 2 at Hansen Marsh 16 May (JGJ), 22 at Father Hupp Marsh 16 
May (JGJ), 31 at Mallard Haven 16 May (JGJ), 15 at Freeman Lakes 17 
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May (JGJ), 1 at County Line Marsh 19 May (JM), and 1 at Harvard 
Marsh 23 May (JGJ). Several other reports were received without 
details, including 125 in Otoe Co 19 May, a likely time and place. 
Please submit identification details for this species! 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Earliest was a single at Hultine Basin 2 Apr 
(JGJ). Peak migration hit NE on 2-3 May when high counts of 282 
occurred at Hansen Marsh (JGJ), 286 at Harvard Marsh (JGJ), and 147 
at CLNWR (MF). Last was a lone bird at FL 25 May (LR,RH). 
common Snipe: Migration was at its peak near the beginning of Apr. 
High counts included 24 at FL 30 Mar (LR,RH) and 38 at Bluewing 
Marsh WMA, Clay Co, 4 Apr (JGJ). Likely breeders were up to 6 found 
in wet meadows near Chambers, Holt Co, 25 May (JGJ). 
American Woodcock: Arrival is early in the period and difficult to 
pinpoint. An excellent count was 15 displaying at BOL 25 Mar (JS); 
2 were found there 18 May (JM). Other reports included singles 2 
miles s of Niobrara 18 May (DH), at Crystal Cove L 14 May (BFH), 
and at the furthest w known locale, 2-3 were at the Fort Kearny 
Hike-Bike Trail, Buffalo-Kearney Cos, 9 Mar and 3 Apr (LR,RH). 
Wilson's Phalarope: Earliest was a single at FL 20 Apr (LR,RH). 
High counts included 1113 at CLNWR 7 May (MF) and 350 at FL 24 May 
(LR,RH). 
Red-necked Phalarope: An excellent high count was 250 at one small 
lake at CLNWR 22 May (TLE). In then, a single was 2 miles w of 
wood Duck 16 May (DH). Elsewhere, birds were found only in the RWB, 
a surprise for a species expected only in the n and w in spring. 
Reports from the RWB were: 1 at Harvard Marsh 7 May (JGJ), 2 at 
Roadside Basin, 9 May (JGJ), 1-2 at Mallard Haven 9 and 16 May 
(JGJ), 2 at Freeman Lakes 17 May (JGJ), 8 at Miller's Pond, 
Fillmore Co, 17 May (JGJ), 7 at Sinninger Lagoon 19 May (JM), and 
6 at Harvard Marsh 23 May (JGJ). 
Laughing Gull: An adult was photographed at Father Hupp Marsh 4 Apr 
(*JGJ); if approved, about the 7th NE record. 
Franklin's Gull: Earliest were 7 in Hall Co 27 Mar (BP,LP) and 3 at 
FL 29 Mar (SD). No high counts worth mentioning were received. 
Last to be recorded were 100 in a plowed field 5 miles w of Wisner 
29 May (DH,MB). 
Bonaparte's Gull: Another primarily eastern migrant which is 
showing up in numbers at LM, 322 were there 26 Apr (SD). In the 
central region and away from a reservoir, 50 was a good count at 
the Odessa Platte R bridge. Earliest was a single at Cunningham L 
1 Apr (JGJ) and last were 10 immatures at LM 19 May (SD). 
Little Gull: What will likely be the 3rd NE record and first from 
the w was an alternate-plumaged adult at LM 19 Apr (*SD). 
Ring-billed Gull: High counts included 2550 at LM 30 Mar (SD) and 
2000 at NPNWR 19 Apr (SD). 
Mew Gull: Nebraska's 4th record was an adult in alternate plumage 
photographed at LM 12-13 Apr (*SD). The 4 records have come in the 
last 2 years. 
California Gull: An adult at Cunningham L 19 Mar (*JGJ) will, if 
approved by the NOURC, become about the 4th record from the e 
quarter of the state. At LM, 3 were found 29 Mar (SD) and 27 on 17 
Apr (SD). other reports include a single at NPNWR 20 and 26 Apr 
(SD,WRS) and another at Oliver Res19 May (SD). 
Herring Gull: High count was 250 on 30 Mar at, of course, LM (SD). 
Thayer's Gull: An adult 29 Mar, 2 1st-year and 1 3rd-year birds on 
13 Apr, and an adult on 19 Apr at LM were all photographed (all 
*SD). Hopefully this will begin to provide the needed concrete 
evidence for the species' generally-assumed regular status in NE. 
Other reports included 1st-year birds at LM 30 Mar (SD) and 19 Apr 
(SD). 
Iceland Gull: A 1st-year bird was photographed at L Ogallala 30 Mar 
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(SD) and another was photographed at L Minatare 19-20 Apr 
(*SD, WRS) • 
Glaucous Gull: Last to move n were 1st-year birds at BOL 17 Mar 
(JS), Sutherland Res 29 Mar (SD), LM 29-30 Mar (SD), and LM 12 Apr 
(SD). 
Great Black-backed Gull: Becoming regular, but only at LM, a 
3rd-year bird was there 12-13 Apr (*SD). 
Caspian Tern: Earliest was a single at Pawnee L, Lancaster Co, 8 
May (LE). An excellent high count was 28 at BOL 21 May (JS). Still 
rare, but becoming more regular, in the w a single was at L 
Ogallala 12 May (JH,EH). 
common Tern: All reports listed were accompanied with details, very 
much appreciated. Most were observed in the LM area and these 
include: a single at CPBS 16 May (JH,EH), an adult at L Ogallala 
18-19 May (SD), up to 14 at LM 18-19 May (SD), 2 at Clear Creek 19 
May (SD), a single at BOL 19 May (JM), a single at Pawnee L, 
Lancaster Co, 10 May (JS), and 2 at Power Station L 16 May (JS). 
The other report was a single at a farm pond 6 miles s of Norfolk 
(DH). 
Forster's Tern: First were 1 at Oliver Res and 3 at LM, both on 18 
Apr (SD) as well as 1 at Cunningham L the same day (JH,EH). High 
counts included 79 at LM 18 May (SD) and 50 at BOL 5 May (LE). 
Least Tern: The only reports were of singles 6 May, the earliest, 
in Cass Co (GW), and 16 May at both LM (JS) and CPBS (JH,EH). 
Black Tern: Earliest were 4 at CLNWR 25 Apr (MF). High counts 
included 121 at Nathan's L 14 May (BP,LP) and 40 at L North, Platte 
Co, 16 May (LR,RH). 
Rock Dove: Reports were routine. 
Mourning Dove: Arriving birds were led by 1 in Cass Co 15 Mar (GW) 
and another in Norfolk 19 Mar (DH). In the west first were 2 at 
CLNWR 27 Mar (MF). 
Black-billed cuckoo: Barely making it into this report, other than 
an early bird in Cass Co 15 May (GW), were 1 at Wood Duck 23 May 
(DH) and another at Schramm SP 26 May (JS) . None were reported w of 
these locations. 
Yellow-billed cuckoo: Earliest were 2 at Ashford BSC 18 May 
(BFH,LR,RH) and 1 at FF 21 May (B). None were reported w of 
Lancaster Co, where 2 were at Wilderness Park 29 May (LE). 
Common Barn-Owl: Earliest were 2 at a traditional road cut location 
n of Clear Creek 26 Apr (SD). Rather far n at any time of year was 
1 at Calamus Res in Loup Co, 24 May (JGJ). Other reports were from 
the LM area (SD,JH) and Scotts Bluff Co (AK). 
Eastern Screech-Owl: A red morph bird was seen in Dixon Co 1 Mar 
(JJ); this color morph constitutes less than 10% of the population 
in n and w NE. 
Great Horned Owl: Two young were on a nest at Alma 9 May (GH). 
Burrowing Owl: Earliest was 1 at CLNWR 1 Apr (MF), a rather early 
date. An excellent count of 13 was s of Lyman 27 Apr (SD), 7 were 
in se Cheyenne Co 16 Apr (SD), and it was noted at CPBS 14 May 
(JH,EH). There were no easterly reports. 
Barred Owl: Near the currently known n and w edge of the NE range 
were 1 at Basswood WMA, Dakota Co, 10 May (BFH), 2 at BOL 18 May 
(JM), and 1 at Wilderness Park 19 May (LE). 
Long-eared Owl: Last presumed wintering birds were 3 at Standing 
Bear L, Omaha, 30 Mar (B); while it is assumed that winter roosts 
contain winter visitors, this may not be a safe assumption, and 
such sites should be checked for nesting birds in Apr-May. 
Short-eared Owl: Earliest was 1 in nw Hall Co 18 Mar (B), followed 
by another at BOL 25 Mar (JS). The only other reports were of 
singles in Kimball Co 6 Apr and 3 May (SD). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Exciting, even though from an apparently 
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regular summering area, the Pine Ridge from Chadron SP westward 
(Rosche, Birds of Northwest Nebraska and Southwest South Dakota, 
1982), was 1 calling at a campground in West Ash Creek Canyon, 
Dawes Co, 3 May (WM). Nesting has not been documented in NE this 
century, and only once in all, from Otoe Co. 
Common Nighthawk: First were singles in Lincoln 14 May (B) and at 
Wood Duck 15 May (DH). First in thew were singles at CLNWR 28 May 
(MF) ands of Gering 19 May (AK). 
Common Poorwill: Earliest was 1 at CPBS 12 May (JH,EH). Unusual but 
not unprecedented was 1 n of Verdigre 18 May (DH); there are 
reports eastward to Knox Co. A nest with eggs was found in West Ash 
Creek Canyon, Dawes Co, 30 May (WM). 
Chuck-will' s-widow: None were reported by the end of the period, 
even though arrival usually is in mid-May. Perhaps the cool spring 
was a factor in food availability or in suppression of calling. 
Whip-poor-will: Earliest was 1 at Basswood WMA, Dakota Co, 10 May 
(BFH), followed by a good count of 10 n of Verdigre 18 May (DH). 
Chimney swift: First was at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 20 Apr (B), 
followed by another in Cass Co 25 Apr (GW). Westerly, none were 
noted prior to 24 May, when 1 was s of Gering (AK), and 30 May, 
when 6 were in Kimball (JGJ). 
White-throated Swift: The only reports were from a dependable site, 
Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, where 7 were counted 20 Apr (SD), 
the 2nd earliest ever, and 10 on 6 May (AK). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Earliest was 1 at a Bellevue feeder 6 
May (B), probably a survival tactic at that date in this cool 
spring, and another was in Douglas Co 10 May (B). Intriguing was a 
report of a hummingbird unidentified to species in Hamilton Co 17 
May (BWN); although likely a Ruby-throated, unusual hummingbird 
species have been showing up in odd places recently. 
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine. 
Lewis' Woodpecker: None were reported. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Two at ADF 19 Mar (LF,CF) probably wintered 
there, as it was reported in Feb (see Winter Report). Migrants were 
led by 1 in Dixon Co 26 Apr (JJ) and another at Rowe Sanctuary 1 
May (LR,RH). First in the w was at WHNC 24 May (AK). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: As many as 8 were near HCR 8-10 May (GH); 
now common there, it was unrecorded in Harlan Co until 1953, and 
now occurs throughout the Republican Valley. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The only reports of this uncommon migrant 
were of 1 in Bellevue 11 Apr (B) and another at the Fort Calhoun 
Cem 23 Apr (JGJ), the latter a rather late date. 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine. 
Hairy Woodpecker: One was feeding young at FF 28 May (NR). 
Northern Flicker: The last "red-shafted" were near Valley 5 Apr (B) 
and in Dixon Co 21 Mar (JJ). First noted at James Ranch was a 
"red-shafted" 30 Mar (SL). First "yellow-shafted" at James Ranch 
was 20 Apr (SL). Best count was a modest 8 at BOL 3 Apr (LE). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: First was at Elmwood Park, Omaha, 9 May 
(CEJ), a rather early date, followed by 1 at Ponca SP 17 May 
(JJ,LR,RH) and 1 far to thew in Sowbelly Canyon 23 May (TLE). 
There are not many panhandle reports all-time; this spring all but 
this 1 were noted in the Missouri Valley counties. 
Western Wood-Pewee: The only report was 1 in the Gering Cem 14 May 
(AK), rather early. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: All reports were from the e; earliest 2 in 
Dixon Co 10 May (JJ) and another in Cass Co 15 May (GW). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: None were reported. 
Acadian Flycatcher: The only reports were from Neale Woods 25 and 
29 May (B). No details were provided. 
Alder Flycatcher: No identification details were provided for 
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singles rather early in Bellevue 11 May (B) or at Ponca SP 17 May 
(JJ), while 4 were identified by vocalizations at !CSP 24 May (JS), 
a more usual arrival time for this species. 
Willow Flycatcher: First for this statewide migrant were not 
unexpectedly early, but reported without details: singles were on 
the NAMC in Pierce Co 10 May and at CPBS 12 May (JH,EH). Vocalizing 
birds were at Bazile Creek WMA, Knox co,18 May (DH) and BOL 21 May 
(JS). 
Least Flycatcher: First were at ADF 7 May (LF,CF) and FF on 9 May 
(BP,LP), and the last at Valparaiso 29 May (JH,EH). Best counts 
were 20 in Dakota Co 17 May (WRS) and 12 at FF on 9 May (BP,LP). 
Furthest w for this statewide migrant were 1 at Halsey, where 
usually more are seen (RG), and another at CPBS (JH,EH), both on 12 
May. 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only reports before the end of the 
period were of vocalizing birds on 31 May at 3 locations in the 
Pine Ridge, suggesting that new locations other than the 
traditional site in Sowbelly Canyon are being occupied, as 
predicted by Grzybowski in 1992. Singles were at Smiley Canyon, 
Sioux Co, and East Hat Creek Canyon, Sioux Co, and 2 were at 
Gilbert-Baker WMA in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co (JS). 
Eastern Phoebe: First for this early migrant were in the extreme 
se, where singles were at Omaha (B) and in Cass Co (GW) on 20 Mar. 
A rare migrant in the panhandle, 1 was in Long Canyon 27 Apr (SD), 
and, rare but regular as a breeder in the Pine Ridge, a pair was in 
Hat creek canyon, Sioux Co, 23 May (TLE). 
say' s Phoebe: First was rather early at Mormon Island WMA, Hall Co, 
28 Mar (B), followed by another at Chimney Rock, Morrill Co, 23 Apr 
(AK) . Easterly reports were from Dixon Co 4 and 22 May (JJ); 
reports from the e in recent years are few. Best count was 18 in w 
Banner Co 4 May (SD). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: First was at Rock Creek Station SRA, 
Jefferson Co, 7 May (JGJ), followed by singles at FF (BP,LP) and in 
sw Hall Co (LR,RH) on 10 May. Best count was 8 in Dakota Co 17 May 
(WRS). All reports were from thee. 
Cassin' s Kingbird: Reports were from the panhandle, earliest 4 May 
near I-80 Exit 1 (SD), the 2nd earliest ever. Next were singles in 
Kimball and Banner Cos 30 May (JGJ) and 2 in East Hat Canyon, Sioux 
Co, 31 May (JS). 
western Kingbird: Earliest was rather early in Buffalo Co 30 Apr 
(John Kozak fide LR,RH), followed by singles in Kimball and Scotts 
Bluff Cos 4 May (SD). The northeast was reached 9 May by 2 in South 
Sioux City (BFH). 
Eastern Kingbird: First were a single at CLNWR 4 May (MF) and 
singles at BOL (LE) and in Hamilton Co (BWN) 5 May. Best count was 
18 in Otoe Co 18 May (LF,CF). 
Horned Lark: These birds were very numerous in w NE 12 Apr, with 
1800 in a flock near Bushnell, and 6750 along 10 miles of road near 
L Minatare (SD). 
Purple Martin: Rather early for this early-arriving species was 1 
at Theesen Lagoon, Adams Co, 4 Apr (JGJ); no more were reported 
until 20 Apr in Cass Co (GW). Most reports were from the e, with 
the exception of a colony in a dead tree at Willow L SRA in Brown 
Co (RG). In recent years reports of nesting in natural settings are 
few. 
Tree Swallow: Earliest were 2 at Wagontrain L, Lancaster Co, 26 
Mar (LE), a rather early date, and 7 at Crystal Cove L 10 Apr in a 
snowstorm (BFH) . Now occurring at scattered locations virtually 
statewide, best count was 39 as far w as CLNWR 21 Apr (MF) . 
Violet-green Swallow: Apparently the easternmost report with 
details ever was 1 seen by observers from Oregon on a wire at HCR 
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8 May (GH); there are undocumented reports for Adams, Brown, and 
Cuming Cos. With patience, it seems that a few should be found in 
migrant swallow flocks as far e as central NE. The only other 
report was of 1 in Sioux Co 23 May (TLE). 
Northern Rough-winged swallow: Earliest were at FF 2 Apr (B), 
followed by others there 15 Apr (B) and 4 at Nebraska City 16 Apr 
(LF,CF). Best count was 60 at Stagecoach L 29 May (LE). First in 
thew were at CPBS 11 May (JH,EH) ands of Gering 14 May (AK). 
Bank swallow: First were at FF 15 Apr (B), rather early, and at 
County Line Marsh 26 Apr (JGJ), also the westernmost. Best count 
was 50 w of Peru 25 May (LF,CF). 
Cliff swallow: First was a single in the w at Winters Creek L, 
NPNWR, 26 Apr (AK), followed by 5 in Buffalo Co 27 Apr (LR,RH). 
Best count was 100 at Ponca SP 17 May (JJ). 
Barn Swallow: First were 3 at Wood Duck 15 Apr (DH) and 2 in 
Hamilton Co 17 Apr (BWN). Best count was 50 on 8 May in Dixon Co, 
where the species arrived 10 days later than usual (JJ) . 
Steller' s Jay: The wintering birds at carter Canyon departed 
"around 15 Apr" (Edson Ewing fide SD), or more specifically 13 Apr 
(AK). 
Blue Jay: Still of note in parts of the w, 4 were at CLNWR 11 May 
(MF). 
Pinyon Jay: Last at the WHNC were 5 on 11 May (AK) and the last at 
the James Ranch feeders were 28 Apr (SL). There were no other 
reports; numbers are lowest in summer. 
Clark' s Nutcracker: Exciting was the apparent breeding of this 
species in at least 2 locations; there is only 1 prior report, that 
in Sowbelly Canyon in May 1987. Birds which wintered at Morrill 
brought a young bird with brown feathering in its wings to the 
feeder 7 May and 1 bird was still present 31 May (ECT,AK). Two 
additional nestings were reported without details in the Pine Ridge 
(WM). Two small flocks were in Sowbelly Canyon 22-23 May (TLE), and 
others were in West Ash Creek Canyon, Dawes Co, 3 and 30 May (WM). 
There appears to have been a major influx this winter with several 
birds remaining into summer for the first time since 1987. 
Black-billed Magpie: Easterly reports were of 3 birds 2 miles w of 
Fairbury 8 May (JGJ) and 3 birds 6 miles nw of Fairbury 14 May 
(GH) , as well as 1 in w Lancaster Co 8 May (LE) . As many as 10 were 
counted for the NAMC in Pierce Co 8 May. 
American crow: Best count was a modest 200 in Howard Co 2 Mar 
(LR,RH), probably early migrants. Peak movement is in Mar-Apr. 
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine. 
Mountain Chickadee: The winter influx tailed off with 1-2 remaining 
at WHNC until 19 Apr (SD), 2 at Gering 18 Mar (AK), and 2 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 19 Apr (AK), location not specified. An indication that it 
may indeed not have ended were single singing birds 27 Apr at 
Scotts Bluff NM, 3 May at Long Canyon, and 4 May at Winters Creek 
L, NPNWR; the observer (SD) wondered how many of these would breed. 
Tufted Timouse: Individuals were reported as far w as Rock Creek 
station SRA, Jefferson Co, 25 May (WRS), a little w of the expected 
range. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Few were reported from non-breeding 
locations, the last at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 1 May (LE). At 
expected summer locations, nesting was noted at Halsey (RG) and in 
Sioux Co, where a nest with eggs was found (WM), and 2 were at WHNC 
11 May (AK). 
White-breasted Nuthatch: At Gering, where it is only a winter 
visitor, the last was noted 2 Mar (AK). A nest with eggs was seen 
in Dawes Co (WM), a regular summering location. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Good numbers, including nesting birds, were noted 
at sites in Sioux and Dawes Cos where nesting has been presumed but 
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little-documented; 25 birds, including at least 9 pairs and up to 
6 nest sites were noted 3-4 May at West Ash Creek Canyon, Dawes Co, 
(WM), and several were carrying food 23 May in Sowbelly Canyon 
(TLE). At a relatively new nesting location, a single bird was at 

WHNC 24 May (AK). 
Brown Creeper: A singing bird remained along North Stream Trail in 
FF 25 May (BP,LP), presumably breeding at the only known site in 
the state. Another singing bird in apparent~y suitable breeding 
habitat was at Krimlofski Tract, Washington Co, 24 May (JGJ). 
Winter birds departed by late Mar, last a single in Omaha 30 Mar 
(NR). None were reported w of Lancaster (LE) and Saunders (TH) Cos. 
Rock Wren: None were reported e of CPBS, where 1 was noted 13 May 
(JH, EH) . 
Carolina Wren: All reports, of about 11 birds, were in an area 
bounded. by Douglas (B), Lancaster (LE) and Jefferson (JGJ) Cos. 
Numbers have not been large lately. 
House Wren: Earliest, surprisingly, was at CLNWR 31 Mar (MF); this 
is record early at that location, but no details of identification 
were provided. Next were singles at ADF (LF,CF) and FF (B) on 18 
Apr, but not until 13 May did any show up in the Panhandle; this at 
James Ranch (SL). Best count was 33 at Wilderness Park 14 May (LE). 
Winter Wren: About 5 were reported, all in Douglas and Sarpy Cos in 
the period 7 Mar-15 Apr (BP,LP,B). The earliest may have been 
wintering; most migrants pass through in early Apr. 
Sedge Wren: At best uncommon in spring, only 3 were reported: 
singles at Moger Basin WPA, Clay Co, 2 May (JGJ), Jack Sinn Marsh 
3 May (LE), and in Pierce Co 10 May on the NAMC. 
Marsh Wren: Probably wintering there, 3 were at Clear Creek 30 Mar 
(SD). However, 3 at CLNWR 18 Apr (MF) had probably just arrived on 
this rather early date. Next were 6 in thee RWB 4 May (WRS). Of 
interest are breeding locations in the area where the eastern and 
western song types (possibly different species) meet; such a spot 
was Twin Lakes, where 2 of the western song type (much more varied 
and aggressive repertoire than eastern birds) were nesting 24 May 
(JGJ) . 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Last was 10 May in Pierce Co on the NAMC, 
a rather late date; another was at Wood Duck 25 Apr (DH). Only 
about 7 were reported, all in the e. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: First were in Omaha 31 Mar (CEJ) and Cass Co 
31 Mar (GW), and last were 2 at FF 19 May (BP,LP). Best count was 
only 6, at FF 19 Apr (BP,LP). None were reported w of Lancaster Co 
(LE). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Earliest were in Jefferson Co 20 Apr (JGJ), 
also the furthest w. Northerly were 2 at Ponca SP 17-18 May 
(JJ,LR,RH) and 2-4 at Ashford BSC 17-18 May (WRS,LR,RH). Others 
were w to Wilderness Park 8 and 29 May (LE) and at Rock Creek 
Station SRA, Jefferson Co, 7 May (JGJ). 
Eastern Bluebird: The few reports were from the e; migrants arrive 
in Mar, such as the first in Dixon Co on 29 Mar (JJ). 
Mountain Bluebird: Migrants were first noted s of Gering, where 5 
were seen 10 Mar (AK) and at CLNWR, where 9 were noted 15 Mar (MF) . 
Best count was 100 s of Gering 10-12 Apr (AK), and most easterly 2 
in Thomas Co 16 Mar (LR,RH). Spring movement is mostly in Mar and 
early Apr; as many as 32 were still in sw Kimball Co 6 Apr (B). 
Townsend' s Solitaire: The only eastern report was 1 at Neale Woods 
10-11 Apr (B), a rather late date for that far e. Last in the 
regular winter range were 2 at L Ogallala 3 May (JS) , also a rather 
late date. Also late, and in a potential breeding location, were 2 
at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 25 May (B). 
Veery: About 8 were reported, a good spring for this low-density 
migrant. Two races occur in NE, the eastern rusty race fuscescens, 
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a single described at Wood Duck 12 May (DH), and western 
salicicolus, presumably accounting for 2 birds in Kimball Co 17 May 
(JS) and probably another at CPBS 12 May (JH,EH), although none of 
the presumed western birds were described. Salicicolus is not rusty 
and can be difficult to identify; reports from the Panhandle are 
few. Elsewhere, first were 1 at FF 10 May (B) and 2 in Pierce Co 10 
May on the NAMC. The latter were undescribed and, strangely, were 
the only Catharus thrushes reported there. Last was 1 at FF 29 May 
(BP,LP). 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Casual away from the e, 1 was at CPBS 15 May 
(JH,EH). Other reports were from the Missouri Valley, earliest in 
Omaha 1 May (CEJ) and last 1 at FF 16 May (DH) . A total of about 12 
were reported. 
swainson' s Thrush: A good spring produced reports statewide, as 
expected, including high counts of 25 at Ponca SP 17 May (JJ) and 
20 at FF 15 May (BP,LP). Earliest was in Omaha 28 Apr (NR) and last 
6 in Chase Co 31 May (JGJ); migrants are still moving through in 
Jun, especially in the w. Earliest in the Panhandle was at Gering 
12 May (AK), while best count in thew was 8 at Kimball 17 May 
(JS). 
Hermit Thrush: All reports were from the e; first 1 in Lancaster Co 
14 Apr (LE) and last 1 in Omaha 5 May (CEJ). Best count was 5 in 
Lancaster Co 1 May (LE). 
wood Thrush: Casual as a migrant in c and w NE in spring, singles 
were at CPBS 14 May (JH,EH) and at Alma 9 May (GH). All other 
reports were from the e, earliest 2 at Wilderness Park 8 May (LE). 
American Robin: Indicating peak migration were high counts of 75 
both in Lancaster Co 3 Apr (LE), Dixon Co 10 Apr (JJ), and, in the 
w, 70 s of Gering 18 Apr (AK). Earliest in the w were 5 at a 
Chadron feeder 11 Mar (ZU). 
Gray catbird: Uncommon westerly, 2 were at CLNWR 28 May (MF) and a 
single at CPBS 14 May (JH,EH). Earliest was at ADF 2 May (LF,CF), 
and best counts 30 at Rowe Sanctuary 31 May (LR,RH) and 12 at Ponca 
SP 18 May (JJ) . 
Northern Mockingbird: Reports were al 1 from York Co (BP, LP) 
southeastward, involving about 11 birds, earliest in Omaha 11 Mar 
(JGJ), possibly wintering nearby, followed by 1 at ADF 18 Apr 
(LF,CF). Spring movement is discernible in early Apr in northern 
parts of the breeding range. 
sage Thrasher: The only reports of this casual migrant in spring 
were of singles in native grassland n of Long Canyon 20 Apr 
(SD,WRS) and in sw Kimball Co the same day (SD). These are only the 
9th and 10th spring records. 
Brown Thrasher: An early bird at Neale Woods 12 Mar (B) may have 
wintered nearby, while migrants arrived 7 Apr at ADF (LF,CF) and 15 
Apr at FF (B), and 6 May in the Panhandle, at CLNWR (MF). Best 
count was 12 at ADF 5 May (LF,CF). 
American Pipit: Reports were statewide, as expected. Earliest was 
1 s of Kearney 29 Mar (SD), followed by 2 in Dakota Co 7 Apr (BFH). 
Tying the latest date ever was 1 at County Line Marsh 23 May (JGJ); 
elsewhere, latest were 5 in Hamilton Co 29 Apr (BWN). Best count 
was 30 w of Elmwood 18 Apr (B). 
Bohemian Waxwing: After the best winter showing for some time, the 
only report for the period was of 5 in Carter Canyon 2 Mar (B). 
Cedar Waxwing: There were reports through the period, although the 
only reasonable count was a meager 34 in Phelps Co 5 Apr (LR,RH). 
Northern Shrike: Last was a single at Lemoyne 13 Apr (SD); about 7 
were reported from Lemoyne westward 11-13 Apr (SD). Last in thee 
were singles in n Lancaster Co 5 Mar (LE) and in Cass Co 29 Mar 
(GW). 
Loggerhead Shrike: Possibly wintering was 1 in Cass Co 9 Mar (GW); 
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next reported were singles in Lancaster Co 19 Mar (LE) and Otoe Co 
23 Mar (LF,CF). Three were as far nw as CLNWR by 3 Apr (MF) and 
another was s of Gering 23 Apr (AK). 
European Starling: Reports were routine. 
White-eyed Vireo: Apparently only about the 6th report for the 
1990s was 1 at FF 10 May; no details were provided, however (B). 
Bell's Vireo: This species can be locally numerous; 34 were counted 
at Calamus Res in Loup co 24 May (JGJ). Earliest were 3 in w 
Lancaster Co 8 May (LE). Reports were statewide. 
solitary Vireo: Soon to be split into 3 species (AOU; 41st 
Supplement to Checklist), NE has all 3 of the incipient species 
(listbuilders?). 

Eastern birds will be known as Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo 
solitarius); most if not all e and c NE migrants are probably of 
this form. All reports of "Solitary Vireo" this spring except 1 
(see below) were from the Missouri Valley and thus almost certainly 
Blue-headeds: earliest were singles at Brownville 3 May (LF,CF) and 
Two Rivers SP, Douglas Co, the same day (JH,EH) and last was 1 in 
Dodge Co 29 May (DH). 

The breeding bird of the Pine Ridge will be known as Plumbeous 
Vireo (V. plumbeus); the only report of this fairly common bird was 
of 4 in Sowbelly Canyon 23 May (TLE). 

The third, to be called Cassin' s Vireo (V. cassinii), is 
represented in NE by 2 specimens in the University of Nebraska 
state Museum collection: UNSM ZM11878 was collected 8 Sep 1911 at 
Crawford and UNSM ZM11877 on 13 Sep 1911 also at Crawford. These 
two birds show little or no contrast between the greenish back and 
crown, and little or no yellowish wash on the flanks, whereas 
Blue-headeds have greenish backs contrasting with Bluish-grey 
crowns and yellowish flanks. Observers in the panhandle should 
carefully check "Solitary Vireos• for Cassin' s Vireo; most 
non-Plumbeous "Solitary" Vireos there should be Cassin' s. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: All reports were from Cuming Co (LE) 
eastward; earliest were a single at ADF 6 May (LF,CF) and 2 at FF 
9 May (BP,LP). Best count was 4 in Dakota Co 17 May (WRS). 
warbling Vireo: Earliest were singles at Wolf L 4 May (TH) and 
Arbor L 5 May (LE), and, in thew, singles reached CPBS by 12 May 
(JH, EH) and Scotts Bluff Co 24 May (AK). Best count was 15 in 
Dakota Co 17 May (WRS). 
Philadelphia Vireo: Four were reported, about average. Earliest was 
at FF 13 May (BP,LP) and another was there 25 May (BP,LP,JS). There 
are few reports away from the east; this spring there were 2, only 
about the 9th and 10th since 1983: singles were at Calamus Res in 
Loup Co 24 May (JGJ) and at Rowe Sanctuary, no date or details 
provided (B). 
Red-eyed Vireo: Earliest were 4 in Pierce Co on the NAMC 10 May and 
1 at FF the same day (BP,LP). Further w, singles were at Pibel L 
SRA, Wheeler Co, 24 May (JGJ) and at Champion L SRA, Chase Co, 31 
May (JGJ). Best count was 18 at FF 28 May (BP,LP). 
Blue-winged Warbler: Only 2 were reported, fewer than in recent 
years; singles were at Alexandria Lakes SRA, Jefferson Co, 8 May 
(JGJ) and at Neale Woods 15 May (B). Observers should try to see 
singing birds which sound like this species and the next to confirm 
the identification; a carefully-observed "pure"-looking 
Golden-winged Warbler seen in Dakota Co 18 May (Ron Martin, WRS) 
alternated between songs of both species and threw in some odd 
songs for good measure! 
Golden-winged Warbler: As many as 8 were reported, as this species 
is becoming more common in recent years. Most significant was a 
singing male near Fort Robinson SP in Dawes Co 23 May (TLE); this 
appears to be the first panhandle record. As many as 3 were at 
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Ashford BSC 17 May (WRS), 1 was there the next day (WRS, BFH, 
LR,RH), and another a short distance to then, still in Dakota Co, 
mentioned above under Blue-winged Warbler (WRS). Another was 
westerly in Hall Co 20 May (LR,RH), and the only other Missouri 
valley report was of a single at FF 21 May (B). 
Tennessee warbler: This common migrant was well-reported, best 
counts 45 in Dakota Co 17 May (WRS), 21 in Dixon Co 5 May (JJ) and 
15 at Wilderness Park 29 May (LE) . Earliest were the 21 in Dixon Co 
5 May already mentioned and another in Cass Co 6 May (GW). This 
species becomes rarer westerly; singles were at Ash Hollow SP, 
Garden Co, 19 May (SJD) and CPBS 16 May (JH,EH), and 13 were 
counted at various locations in nc NE 24 May (JGJ) . Latest was 1 at 
ADF 31 May (LF,CF), tying the 3rd latest date ever. 
orange-crowned warbler: This statewide migrant was well-reported; 
best counts were 15 in Lincoln 1 May (LE) and 12 at Rowe Sanctuary 
4 May (LR,RH). Earliest were singles at Schramm SP 19 Apr (JH,EH) 
and at Rock Creek Station SRA, Jefferson Co, 20 Apr (JGJ), and 
latest singles at Pibel L SRA, Wheeler Co, 24 May (JGJ) and in 
Cuming Co 25 May (LE). 
Nashville warbler: Reports of this mostly eastern NE migrant were 
from the Missouri Valley except for 1 at HCR 9 May (GH). Earliest 
were singles at Arbor L 5 May (LE) and in Omaha 7 May (NR), and 
latest were 2 in FF 29 May (BP,LP), a rather late date. 
Northern Parula: About 6 were reported, none w of Jefferson Co 
(JGJ). Earliest was at FF at a known breeding location 17 Apr 
(BP,LP); as many as 3 were there 10 May (BP,LP). 
Yellow warbler: Earliest was at ADF 3 May (LF,CF) and in the w at 
Morrill 5 May (ECT). Best counts were 18 in Pierce Co on the NAMC 
10 May and 16 at Wilderness Park 8 May (LE). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: This was a good spring for this eastern NE 
migrant; about 33 were reported, including counts of 7 in Dakota Co 
17 May (WRS) and 3 at Schramm SP 26 May (BP,LP). Earliest were 
singles at ADF 13 May (LF,CF) and surprisingly far w for the date 
at CPBS 15 May (JH,EH). Last was also somewhat westerly at Halsey 
30 May (RG). 
Magnolia warbler: Another mostly eastern NE migrant, westerly was 
1 at Calamus Res in Loup Co 24 May (JGJ). First was 1 at ADF 8 May 
(LF,CF) and last singles at Dead Timber SRA, Dodge Co, 29 May (DH) 
and crystal Cove L, a female, the same day (BFH). The latter date 
ties the 3rd latest ever. Best count was 4 in Dakota Co 17 May 
(WRS). 
cape May Warbler: This casual migrant was noted twice: 1 remained 
in the observers' yard in Bellevue 9-10 May (BP,LP), and another 
was near Bellevue University 15 May (B). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Reports of the western •Audubon' s• race from 
the Wildcat Hills, where it is a possible but unconfirmed breeder, 
included 8 at Carter Canyon 20 Apr (SJD) and 1-2 singing 25-30 May 
near the WHNC (AK,CK). A migrant was near Exit 1 on I-80 19 May 
(SJD). 

Of the remainder of the reports, presumed •Myrtles•, earliest 
were 2 at FF 15 Apr (B), best counts 62 in Pierce Co 10 May on the 
NAMC and 47 in Wilderness Park 8 May (LE), and last a female in sw 
Brown Co 24 May (JGJ). 
Black-throated Green warbler: Of only 5 reports, westerly was 1 at 
Pibel L SRA, Wheeler co, 24 May (JGJ), tying the 3rd latest date 
ever; it is also rare in c NE. The others included singles at a 
Bellevue feeder 7 May (B), Schramm SP 10 May (JS), and at FF 13 May 
(BP,LP) and 16 May (DH). 
Blackburnian Warbler: Following a good spring in 1996, many were 
reported this year also, a total of about 27, including westerly 
reports, where it is rare, at L Ogallala 17 May (JS), at Calamus 
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Res in Loup Co 24 May (JGJ) and 8 miles s of Atkinson 24 May (JGJ) . 
Best counts were 3 in Dakota Co 17 May (WRS) and 3 at FF 28 May 
(BP,LP,NR), the latter date tying the 3rd latest date ever. 
Earliest were singles at Bellevue 11 May (BP,LP) and in Cass Co 12 
May (GW), and latest a single at Neale Woods 30 May (DH), the 2nd 
latest date ever. 
Yellow-throated warbler: Rarely reported away from FF, 1 was in 
Cuming Co 25 May (LE). At the FF location, birds were first noted 
17 Apr (BP,LP), with 2 the best count, on 10 May (BP,LP). 
Palm warbler: Two races occur in NE; most appear to be the western 
race palmarum, with whitish underparts, but occasional birds with 
yellowish underparts are reported, possibly the eastern race 
hypochrysea. One reported as an •eastern race" bird was in sw Hall 
co 10 May (LR,RH), while a western race bird was in Jefferson Co 15 
May (GH). The other reports were unspecified. Earliest were 2 at 
BOL 27 Apr (JS) and last the western bird mentioned above on 15 May 
along with a single at FF the same day (BP,LP). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: Since 1980, this species has been reported in 
spring only in 1982 and 1991, but then each year 1993-97. This year 
5 were reported, the best for some time, including a female at 
Hidden L in FF 28 May (JS) and 2 singing males there 29 May 
(BP, LP) , about the 5th record for c and w NE at Pibel L SRA, 
Wheeler Co, 24 May (JGJ), and another reported without details on 
the UNL campus in Lincoln 26 May (B). 
Blackpoll Warbler: Common in spring, reports were plentiful, with 
best counts 10 in Dakota Co 17 May (WRS) and 9 in nc NE 24 May 
(JGJ). Somewhat westerly was 1 at CPBS 13 May (JH,EH). Earliest was 
1 in Dixon Co 7 May (JJ) and latest a single in Bellevue 31 May 
(BP, LP) . 
cerulean Warbler: In recent years this species has been reported 
somewhat regularly as far n as Dakota and Dixon Cos; this year 1 
was at Ponca SP 17 May (JJ) and 2 were at Ashford BSC 17-18 May, 
including a female collecting nesting material there 17 May 
(BFH,WRS,LR,RH). Also a summer resident at FF, first were 2 birds 
there 13 May (BP,LP), with subsequent sightings through the period 
(DH,JM). No others were reported. 
Black-and-white Warbler: Surprisingly, none were reported w of 
Pibel L SRA, Wheeler Co, during the period; 1 was there 24 May 
(JGJ). Earliest was 1 in Lincoln 1 May (LE), best count 9 at FF 9 
May (BP,LP), and last 1-2 each at Ponca SP (JJ,LR,RH) and in Dakota 
Co (WRS) on 17 May. 
American Redstart: Reports were w to CPBS, where 1 was noted 15 May 
(JH,EH). Earliest was 1 at ADF 8 May (LF,CF), and best counts 18 in 
Dakota Co 17 May (WRS) and 12 at Calamus Res in Loup Co 24 May 
(JGJ). Several were reported present at the end of the period at 
likely breeding locations in the Missouri Valley at Neale Woods 
(DH) and Ponca SP (JJ), and at possible locations where there are, 
however, no recent confirmed reports of breeding, at Wilderness 
Park (LE), in Hamilton Co, a female (BWN), and at Wolf L (TH). Data 
from recent years suggest breeding is restricted to the Missouri 
and Niobrara Valleys and the Pine Ridge. 
Prothonotary Warbler: The only reports were as expected from FF, 
but unexpectedly not at the usual North Stream Trail location; 1-2 
singing males were at Hidden L 28-29 May (JS,BP,LP). 
worm-eating Warbler: Reports of this species are few enough in the 
Missouri Valley, but this spring' s only report was from far w at 
CPBS, on 14 May (JH,EH). There are actually 2 spring panhandle 
records, 7-16 May 1979 in Garden Co (AB 33:786) and at Alliance 24 
May 1959 (NBR 27:50), and it has been recorded at CPBS prior to 
this year, although in summer, 4 Jul 1992 (Brown et al, 1996). The 
only other report of Worm-eating Warbler in the w is an amazing 
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report of "several" in a chokeberry thicket in Scotts Bluff Co 
14-16 Oct 1957, one of which was picked up dead, a hatching year 
bird (NBR 27:73; Klicka, pers comm to WRS). 
Ovenbird: Earliest were 2 at Two Rivers SP, Douglas Co, 3 May 
(JH,EH), and best count 15+ in Sowbelly Canyon 23 May (TLE), where 
it a common breeder. 
Northern Waterthrush: Rare in thew, 1 was at CPBS (where else?) 14 
May (JH,EH). Elsewhere, earliest were singles at Rolland Basin, 
Fillmore Co, 25 Apr (JGJ) and Stagecoach L 29 Apr (LE). Last were 
singles at FF 23 May (BP,LP) and at FL 24 May (LR,RH). 
Louisiana Waterthrush: More than usual were noted at scattered 
locations in the se. At the "outer limits• were a single at 
Federation Marsh, Lancaster Co, 10 May (LE) and another e of Rock 
Creek Station SRA, Jefferson Co, 20 Apr (JGJ). At more usual 
locations, although still rare, were singles at a public park 3-4 
miles s of Neale Woods 30 May (DH), at Mill Hollow 10 May (BP,LP) 
and Child's Hollow 14 May (DH), both in FF, and at Platte River SP, 
Cass Co, 18 May (JM). It was also reported in Cass Co 12 May (GW). 
Kentucky Warbler: Rather rare as far n as Dakota Co, a singing male 
was at Basswood WMA, Dakota Co, 18 May (Ron Martin, WRS). At more 
usual locations for recent years were 1-2 at Neale Woods 8-29 May 
(B) and 2 singing males at Schramm SP 8 May (JS). 
Connecticut Warbler: Rarely reported, and almost impossible to find 
unless vocalizing, 2 were found this spring, 1 heard at FF 31 May 
(BP,LP), and another reported without details at L North, Platte 
Co, 16 May (LR,RH). 
Mourning Warbler: Mostly an eastern NE migrant, westerly reports 
were of 1 at Calamus Res 24 May (JGJ) and far to the west, 1 was 
well-described in Morrill 27 May, where it was compared with a 
McGillivray' s Warbler (ECT). In the east, earliest were singles at 
Ashford BSC 17 and 18 May (WRS) and at Towle Park, Omaha, 20 May 
(NR). Last were 2 at Schramm SP 30 May (BP,LP) and 1 at FF the same 
day (DH), although early Jun reports are not unusual for this late 
migrant. 
MacGillivray' s Warbler: In recent years, observers looking for this 
species in the Panhandle have had success; this year 5 were 
reported, all in the period 17-27 May. Singles were at CPBS 12 May 
(JH,EH), at L Ogallala 17 May (JS) and along Lodgepole Creek e of 
Oliver Res the same day (JS), at Ash Hollow SP, Garden Co, 19 May 
(SD), and at Morrill 27 May (ECT). 
Common Yellowthroat: Earliest were singles at Wolf L 4 May (TH) and 
at ADF 5 May (LF,CF). In the w, none arrived until 24 May, at 
Winters Creek L, NPNWR (AK). Best counts were moderate: 15 in 
Lancaster Co 10 May (LE) and 12 the same day in sw Hall Co (LR,RH). 
Wilson's Warbler: First to arrive of this statewide migrant was in 
thew, at Winters Creek L, NPNWR, 4 May (SD). In thee, first were 
a single in Omaha 8 May (NR) and 2 at Wilderness Park the same day 
(LE). Last were singles at 4 locations 29 May, all tying the 2nd 
latest date ever: at FF and in Bellevue (BP,LP), at ADF (LF,CF), 
and at Dead Timber WMA, Dodge Co (DH) . No more than 2 were noted on 
any day. 
Canada Warbler: Of 11 birds reported, all singles, 10 were in the 
very short period 23-30 May. The exception, reported without 
details, was 1 at Neale Woods 6 May (B). The previous latest date 
ever was 28 May, now surpassed by 1 in Dixon Co 30 May (JJ), 1 at 
Dead Timber WMA, Dodge Co, 29 May (DH), and tied by a single at FF 
28 May (BP,LP,NR). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: Most reports, as expected in recent years, 
were from the west, where it is still common; earliest was at CPBS 
12 May (JH,EH). Unexpected, however, were 2 reports from thee, 
where it is casual at best. Singles were at ADF 18 May (LF,CF) and 
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in Cass Co 17 May (GW). 
Summer Tanager: All reports were from Schramm SP, the only regular 
location for this species. Earliest was 1 found 14 May (JS), and 
best count was 2 (JM,BP,LP). 
scarlet Tanager: The few reports were from the Missouri Valley, 
northernmost 2 birds in Dakota Co 17 May (WRS). Earliest were 
singles at FF 10 May (BP,LP) and a female somewhat westerly near 
Gibbon 19 May (LR,RH). 
western Tanager: Only the 6th spring record for the east was a bird 
eating oranges at the observer' s feeder in Omaha 3-4 May (NR) . This 
date ties the previous earliest ever for the state; prior easterly 
reports tended to be early also. In the west, none apparently 
arrived (or were reported) until 31 May, very late for this 
species, when 6 were found at various locations in the Panhandle 
(JS) • 
Northern Cardinal: Probably at the western limit of its range in 
the North Platte Valley, or at least where it occurs in any 
numbers, several were at Ash Hollow SP, Garden Co, in Apr-May (SD); 
it is common at Ogallala and at CPBS but was considered sporadic 
west of Oshkosh by Rasche (1994). In Scotts Bluff Co, where it 
recently established itself in 1992, 3 were noted (AK). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: This species is casual as far w as the 
Panhandle in spring; this year there were 2 reports. One was at the 
WHNC feeders 24-25 May (AK,CK), and another was seen in Sioux Co 22 
May (TLE). As far w as CPBS it can be numerous; 15 were there 2 May 
(Brown et al, 1996), and it was common at Halsey this year on 30 
May (RG). Elsewhere, earliest were 2 at Wood Duck 6 May (DH), and 
best counts were 30 in Dakota Co 17 May (WRS) and 20 at Ponca SP 18 
May (JJ). 
Black-headed Grosbeak: At the e edge of the regular range, 1 was 
near Gibbon 5 May, also the earliest for the period (LR, RH) , 
followed by 1 at CPBS 14 May (JH,EH). Two were banded at Halsey 29 
May (RG), where it is rather more common in summer than 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak. 
Blue Grosbeak: Of the few reports received, only 1 was from the e, 
1 in Cuming Co 24 May (LE). Earliest was in thew, at Gering 22 May 
(AK). Best count was only 3, at Ash Hollow SP, Garden Co, 30 May 
(JGJ). 
Lazuli Bunting: Several were reported in w Iowa this spring, but 
only 2 in eastern NE: 1 was at Bellevue 11 May (B) and another at 
L North, Platte Co, 16 May (LR,RH). This species is a casual 
migrant in spring in eastern NE. At Halsey 4 males were banded 29 
May and another was seen (RG). Earliest were singles at WHNC 4 May 
(SJD) ands of Gering 8 May (AK). Best count was 8 s of Gering 18 
May (AK). 
Indigo Bunting: Furthest w were 2 at Halsey 29 May (RG). Of 
interest was a hybrid of a common form, blue-bodied with a white 
belly, rather easterly at Schramm SP 26 May (JS). Earliest was 1 at 
Wilderness Park 6 May (LE) and best count 12 in Dakota Co 17 May 
(WRS) • . 
Dickcissel: All reports were from Phelps Co eastward. Earliest were 
2 in sw Hall Co (LF,CF), 2 in Lancaster Co (LE), and 1 in Pierce Co 
on the NAMC, all on 10 May. Two were in Phelps Co 11 May (LF,CF). 
It was thought to be late in arriving (NR). Best count was 35 in 
Otoe Co 31 May (LF,CF). 
Eastern Towhee: Earliest were singles at Wood Duck 19 Apr (DH) and 
in Dixon Co, a male, 27 Apr (JJ). Most westerly was near Gibbon 26 
May (LR,RH); there is probably a breeding population in this area; 
Easterns occur somewhat further west along the Republican River. 
Spotteds also summer in the Hall Co area, as at Wolf L, where both 
occur in summer (TH). In Dakota Co, at Ashford BSC, 9 of the 12 
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towhees observed were phenotypically essentially Easterns; the 
remainder appeared to be Spotteds. Obvious introgressants were not 
seen, al though odd songs were commonly heard. As noted here 
previously, Spotteds and Easterns are about even in numbers a 
little further west, in Knox Co; all towhees seen at Halsey were 
Spotteds (RG). 
spotted Towhee: See comments under Eastern Towhee. This species 
occurs in the extreme se only in winter; latest there were singles 
in Omaha 6 May (NR) and in Lancaster Co 10 May (LE) . In the 
Panhandle, where it occurs in summer, earliest were singles at 
Gering Cem 26 Apr (AK) and in Carter Canyon 27 Apr (SD). 
American Tree Sparrow: Very late, but not unprecedented, were 10 in 
Pierce Co on the NAMC 10 May. Otherwise, last were singles at the 
James Ranch feeders (SL) and in s Lancaster Co (LE) on 21 Apr. Best 
count was 250 in Dixon co 10 Apr (JJ). 
Chipping Sparrow: Earliest were at ADF 8 Apr (LF,CF), and, in the 
w, 3 were s of Gering 18 Apr (AK). Best count was 133 in Pierce Co 
on the NAMC 10 May. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: Earliest was reported in Sarpy Co without 
details, although not unprecedented, 20 Apr (B), followed by 
singles in Omaha (NR) and near Gibbon (LR,RH) 2 May. Best count was 
155 at ADF 14 May (LF,CF). Latest was at L North, Platte Co, 16 May 
(LR,RH). 
Brewer's Sparrow: Reported only from the extreme w, where~expected, 
first were a single in sw Kimball Co and 4 in w Banner Co 4 May 
(SD), and another was near Exit 1 on I-80 17 May (JS). No others 
were reported. 
Field Sparrow: Rarer westward, 1 at CPBS 12 May (JH,EH) was at the 
w edge of its range in the North Platte Valley. All other reports 
were from thee; earliest were at Neale Woods 12 Mar (B), which 
ties the 2nd earliest ever, although no details were provided, and 
at ADF 27 Mar (LE). Best count was 72 on the Pierce Co NAMC. 
vesper Sparrow: Earliest was in Dixon Co 30 Mar (JJ) and best count 
21 s of Offutt Base L, Sarpy Co, 10 Apr (BP,LP). None were reported 
w of Buffalo Co (LR,RH). 
Lark Sparrow: Earliest were singles at Ash Hollow SP, Garden Co, 
(SD) and Olive Creek Res, Lancaster Co, (LE) on 26 Apr. 
Lark Bunting: Earliest was somewhat easterly at Gleason Lagoon WPA, 
Kearney Co, 11 May (LR,RH); this, and another n of Scotts Bluff 11 
May (AK) were rather late compared to normal arrival dates for this 
species. 
savannah Sparrow: Earliest were 1 at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington 
Co, 22 Mar (BP,LP) and 2 near Harvard 27 Mar (BP,LP), best count 
40 at Rowe Sanctuary 26 Apr (LR,RH), and latest 5 at Arbor L (LE) 
and 5 in Otoe Co (LF,CF) on 13 May. 
Baird' s Sparrow: The only report was a documentation submitted to 
the NOURC of 1 seen Sarpy Co 12 Apr. This is an early date and 
rather far to the e of the normal range. The earliest specimen date 
for this rather late migrant in Kansas and Colorado is 25 Apr. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Earliest were not noted until 6 May, at Twin 
Lakes (JH,EH), a rather late arrival date for this species, which 
usually arrives in late Mar in s NE. No large counts were reported. 
Henslow' s Sparrow: The only reports were of a single in Washington 
Co 11 Apr (GJ), the 2nd earliest on record, and 2 at a regular 
location, Burchard L, Pawnee Co, on 22 May (B). 
Le Conte' s Sparrow: Only 3 were reported: singles were in the e RWB 
4 May (WRS), at ADF 7 May (LF,CF), and at Jack Sinn Marsh 10 May 
(LE). 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Only 2 were reported of this late migrant: a 
single at Jack Sinn Marsh on the record early date 10 May (LE) was 
reported without details, but from a regular location, and another 
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was singing at County Line Marsh 19 May (JM). 
Fox sparrow: Earliest was at ADF 15 Mar (LF,CF), best count 3 at 
wagontrain L, Lancaster Co, 26 Mar (LE), and last 1 in Cass Co 1 
May (GW) . 
song sparrow: Migrants appear in mid-Mar; first noted were 1 at ADF 
15 Mar (LF,CF) and 4 at Wolf L the same day (TH). Best count was 
50, at both Gibbon on 19 Apr (LR,RH) and Wood Duck 15 Apr (DH). 
Birds still present and singing near the end of May are probably at 
breeding locations, generally in the north and east, although 3 
singing birds at FL 25 May (WRS) continue an isolated breeding 
population there. 
Lincoln's Sparrow: Earliest was at ADF 27 Mar (LF,CF), best count 
only 8, at ADF 29 Apr (LF,CF), and latest a single at Hat Creek 
canyon, Sioux co, 23 May (TLE); this species is uncommon in the 
Panhandle, where there were additional reports of singles 6 May at 
Morrill (ECT) and 14 May at James Ranch (SL). 
swamp Sparrow: Earliest were singles at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 20 
Mar (B), where it might have wintered, and at FL 30 Mar (LR,RH), 
also possibly, but less likely a wintering location. Migrants 
normally arrive in late Mar. Last of the migrants was at ADF 12 May 
(LF,CF); 1 at FL 24 May (LR,RH) was probably part of the small 
summer population there. 
White-throated Sparrow: Best count was 50 at Hummel Park, Douglas 
co, 1 May (NR). Latest were rather late singles at South Sioux City 
21 May (BFH) and in a Bellevue yard until 27 May (KCR). Rare to the 
w, none were reported w of Jefferson Co (JGJ). 
White-crowned Sparrow: No high counts were reported. Last were 
singles near Gibbon (LR,RH) and in Hamilton Co (BWN) 16 May. None 
were identified to subspecies. 
Harris' Sparrow: Best count was 100 near Gibbon 19 Apr (LR,RH). 
Latest were singles in Hamilton Co 16 May (BWN) and at Ponca SP 17 
May (JJ,LR,RH). 
Dark-eyed Junco: The only "white-winged" juncos reported were at a 
Chadron feeder 13-14 Mar (ZU), presumably returning migrants. The 
last "oregon" junco at the James Ranch feeder was seen 7 Apr (SL), 
and 1 was at a Chadron feeder 6-11 Apr only ( ZU) . The latest 
"slate-colored" juncos were 1 at Chadron 16 Apr (ZU) and 2 at 
Norfolk 22 Apr (DH). All other reports were of unspecified forms. 
Best count was 75 in Dixon co 10 Apr (JJ), and latest were 1 at 
Wolf L 3 May (TH) and 2 in Pierce Co 10 May on the NAMC. 
Mccown' s Longspur: The major snowstorm of 9-10 Apr in e NE allowed 
searchers for rare longspurs to search freshly-plowed roadsides. 
Totally unexpected, however, was the discovery of a male Mccown' s 
e of Creighton in Knox Co 10 Apr (*MB). This is about the time when 
this species returns to its regular w NE range; 41 were in sw 
Kimball Co 6 Apr (SD), and 1 was ins Scotts Bluff Co 12 Apr (SD). 
The Knox Co record is the 5th for e NE, including a specimen 
collected from a flock of Chestnut-collareds in Lancaster Co 11 Apr 
1919, 1 seen in Douglas-Sarpy Cos 21 Apr 1992 after a snowstorm, 
and 3 undocumented reports in the period 23-30 Mar. A count of 16 
was made 4 May at a regular summer location 13 miles s and 8 w of 
Exit 20 on I-80 in Kimball Co (JS). 
Lapland Longspur: Not a rare longspur, incredible numbers were seen 
after the 9-10 Apr snowstorm, notably "at least" 10,000 in 6 miles 
of road e of Creighton 10 Apr (MB), 3000 in Dixon Co the same day 
(JJ), and 1500 in Washington Co also on 10 Apr (JGJ). Of interest, 
although a little morbid, was the observation of road-killed 
longspurs in Knox Co 10 Apr being eaten by various avian predators 
including American Kestrel, Northern Harrier, Ring-billed Gull, and 
American Crow. Somewhat surprisingly, in light of the large numbers 
still present as late as 10 Apr, the latest dates on record for 
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Lapland Longspur are 15 Apr; latest this spring were "hundreds" 
near Offut Base L, Sarpy Co, 12 Apr (KCR). 
smith's Longspur: Definitely a rare longspur, apparently only the 
9th and 10th spring records for the state were 4 n of Blair (guess 
the date?) on 10 Apr (JGJ) and 1 in se Washington Co the same day 
(JGJ) . Few of the prior spring reports are documented, but there is 
a cluster in the period 10-20 Apr, including 3 specimens taken in 
Lancaster Co 20 Apr 1901 (UNSM ZM7606, 7607, and 7608). The limited 
data suggest that in spring this species migrates northeastward 
from its wintering range, crossing only the southeast corner of 
Nebraska, essentially e of a line from about Webster Co ne to 
Washington Co. There are no documented spring records outside this 
area. 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: In recent years, reports after Apr 
snowstorms have shown that this species is a regular migrant in e 
NE; this year as many as 42 were found n of Blair 10 Apr (JGJ). 
In w NE, where it is regular in summer, earliest was a single in 
Kimball Co 30 Mar (SD), and an excellent count of 1045 was made in 
sw Kimball Co 16 Apr (SD). Eight were present at a regular summer 
location 13 miles s and 7.5 miles w of Exit 20 on I-80 in Kimball 
Co 4 May (JS), and many were observed at various locations on 
Highway 29 s of Harrison, also a preferred summering location, 22 
May (TLE). 
Snow Bunting: Surprisingly, despite the good numbers noted during 
the winter, and given late dates of occurrence of 10-11 Mar, none 
were reported for this period. 
Bobolink: Earliest were 1 in n Lancaster Co (LE) and 5 at Wood Duck 
(DH) on 5 May. Best count was 25 in Pierce Co 10 May on the NAMC. 
Red-winged Blackbird: Best counts were 5000 in Dixon Co 13 Mar (JJ) 
and 1500 at Wood Duck 27 Mar (DH). Females arrive significantly 
later than males; as late as 4 May a flock of about 1000 females 
was seen in thee RWB (WRS), and the first female was not seen 
until 4 May at a Chadron feeder (ZU). The first males were reported 
in Dixon Co 3 Mar (JJ) and at Chadron 5 Mar (ZU). 
Eastern Meadowlark: Earliest were at ADF 11 Mar (LF,CF) and at 
Cunningham L the same day (JH,EH). Local in the Panhandle, it was 
reported from Sioux Co 22 May (TLE). 
Western Meadowlark: Earliest noted in the w were 1 s of Gering 9 
Mar (AK) and another at James Ranch 17 Mar (SL). Best count was 500 
in Pierce Co 10 May on the NAMC. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Tying the record earliest arrival date 
were 4 at Harvard Marsh and 3 justs of Monroe 8 Mar (DH); next to 
arrive were in Hamilton Co 21 Mar (BWN). Best count was of about 
1000 males and females still in a flock 4 May in thee RWB (WRS). 
A flock of about 200 females was noted on the rather late date (for 
flocks) of 25 May near FL (WRS). 
Rusty Blackbird: Earliest of this uncommon migrant were 2 at FF 10 
Mar (BP,LP) and 28 at Cunningham L 14 Mar (JGJ), also the best 
count. A count of 20 was made 16 Mar at Wood Duck (DH). Last was 1 
in a Bellevue yard 11 Apr after the heavy snowstorm (KCR), and 6 
were at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 9 Apr (JGJ). Primarily an 
eastern migrant, none were reported w of Lancaster Co (LE). 
Identification of this species and Brewer' s Blackbird in e NE 
should be done with care; some plumages can be confusing. 
Brewer's Blackbird: Earliest were 15 in Otoe Co 23 Mar (LF,CF), 1 
in Washington Co 9 Apr (JGJ), and, in thew, 1 at James Ranch 22 
Apr (SL); arrival in the Panhandle is about a month later than in 
e NE. Best count was 100 in Clay Co 19 Apr (JGJ), and last were a 
female in the e RWB 4 May (WRS) and 17 on the Pierce co NAMC 10 
May. 
Great-tailed Grackle: Earliest were 2 at FL 22 Mar (LF,CF), a 
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rather early date, followed by 5 at Wood Duck 27 Mar (DH), a part 
of the state which is only recently being occupied. Best counts 
were 35 at Johnson Basin WPA, Kearney Co, 20 Apr (LF,CF) and 26 at 
FL 25 May (WRS), a regular summering location. Reports away from 
the current breeding range, centered on the RWB, were 1 at L 
Ogallala 18 May (SD), 1 in Pierce Co 10 May on the NAMC, and 15, 
including 9 males, w of Wood Duck 5 May (DH). 
common Grackle: one in Cass Co 5 Mar (GW) may have wintered nearby, 
as may 1 in Lincoln 11 Mar (LE). Wintering blackbirds tend to be 
singles, usually males. Migrants were noted 22 Mar, when 5 were at 
Wolf L (TH), and 24 Mar in thew, when 8 were at Gering (AK). Best 
count was 1000 in thee RWB 16 Apr (WRS). 
Brown-headed Cowbird: One in a Gibbon yard 1 Mar had been wintering 
there (LR,RH), but 5 near Harvard 8 Mar (DH) were apparent early 
migrants, as were 2 males in Dakota Co 29 Mar (BFH). Best counts 
were 600 in Pierce Co 10 May on the NAMC, and 200 in the RWB 16 Apr 
(WRS). 
Orchard Oriole: Earliest were 2 at Wood Duck 8 May (DH) and singles 
at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 10 May (NR) and at Jack Sinn Marsh the 
same day (LE). Best count was 16 at Wood Duck 31 May (DH). 
Baltimore oriole: Earliest were 2 near Gibbon 5 May (LR,RH) and 1 
in Lancaster Co the same day (LE). Best count was 45 in Dakota Co 
17 May (WRS). Westerly reports included 1 at CPBS 11 May (JH,EH) 
and another in Sioux Co 22 May (TLE). Neither report gave details 
or noted hybrid characters; this species does occur regularly in 
small numbers in spring in the Panhandle. 
Bullock's oriole: Earliest were 2 in Kimball Co 17 May (JS) and 1 
s of Gering 20 May (AK). None were reported e of Dundy Co, where 3 
were noted in the w part of the county 31 May (JGJ). 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch: After a good winter for this erratic 
species, the only report was of the last 2 to leave a Chadron 
feeder on 13 Mar (ZU), a rather late date. 
Purple Finch: This species is being reported less and less it 
seems; only 3 were reported, including a female which remained at 
a Bellevue feeder until 29 Mar (KCR), 1 along Ponca Creek in Knox 
Co 30 Mar (B), and another at Peru 6 Apr (B). 
Cassin' s Finch: Following a moderate invasion this winter, 5 
remained at the WHNC feeders until 20 Apr (SD). None were reported 
elsewhere. 
House Finch: Reports were routine, including that of 3 fledged in 
Omaha 30 May (NR), likely the first of several broods. 
Red Crossbill: This species occurred in moderate numbers statewide, 
but, significantly, was still present, usually seen at feeders, in 
the extreme e at the end of the period: 5 were in Cuming Co 25 May 
(LE), 2-3 at Schramm SP 18 May (JM) and as many as 25 there 10 May 
(B), and 5 at Nebraska City 30 May (LF,CF). No evidence of nesting 
was reported. Best count was a moderate 50, that in one of its 
usual haunts in the Wildcat Hills 20 Apr (SD). 
Pine Siskin: At Halsey, where it now nests regularly, as many as 
451 were banded in the period 17 Apr-31 May; many had active brood 
patches (RG) • Signs of breeding activity were noted in birds at UNL 
(JM), and birds were present at Elmwood Park, Omaha, through 31 
May; they bred there 3-4 years ago (CEJ). "Many" were present on 
the UN-Kearney campus, where they have bred for several years 
(LR,RH). Two remained at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, through 22 May (LE). 
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine. 
Evening Grosbeak: This species was much in evidence in the w, with 
high counts of 80 at WHNC 4 Mar (B) and 75 there 12 Apr (SD); 
furthest e were at feeders in Buffalo Co, where a male remained at 
a Gibbon feeder throgh 15 Apr (LR,RH), and 3 were at the Triplett 
feeder in Kearney 9 Mar (fide LR,RH). No others were reported e of 
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the Keith Co area, where 11 were at LM 19 Apr (SD) and 2 were at 
Ash Hollow SP, Garden Co, as late as 26 Apr (SD). Latest were 12 in 
Scotts Bluff Co 27 Apr (SD). 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine. 
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RED-NECKED GREBE AT SUTHERLAND RESERVOIR 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, 

Midcontinent Ecological Science Center 
4512 McMurry Av., Fort Collins, co 80525-3400 

Joel G. Jorgensen 
1218 Jackson St., Blair, NE 68008 

On 26 September 1996, we saw and photographed a Red-necked 
Grebe at Sutherland Reservoir in Lincoln County. When we arrived at 
the northwest end of the lake, Dinsmore noticed a slightly smaller, 
bigger-headed grebe resting with a couple of Western Grebes. Both 
of us immediately recognized the bird as a Red-necked grebe. We 
studied it at close range from 2:43-3:17 p.m. CST. Compared to a 
western Grebe, in addition to the size differences mentioned above, 
this bird was shorter-necked. The mantle was dark gray with some 
brown flecking. The flanks were grayish. The foreneck was very 
buffy, almost reddish in color. The bill was large, thick, and 
straight with a yellowish base and dark tip. The crown was dark and 
the bird had a distinct white cheek patch. There was a single thin, 
indistinct dark line above the eye. Initially, we thought this 
meant the bird was an immature. However, juvenile/first-basic birds 
should not have a reddish neck, and would probably still have the 
distinctive multiple stripes across the face. We concluded that the 
bird was probably an adult in molt. The indistinct eyeline may have 
been a feature unique to this particular individual. 

We observed the bird again on 27 September with Ross Silcock 
and John Sullivan. Red-necked Grebes are rare migrants in Nebraska. 
Dinsmore (1996) summarized previous records of this species in 
Nebraska. This record represents the ninth documented record for 
Nebraska, and is the earliest fall record. 
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