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In Memorium: Harvey L. Gunderson

Dear Fellow Birders,

It is with deep regret that | inform you of the death of Harvey L.Gunderson on

Tuesday, 23 February, 1999, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. ‘

Harvey was born in Gary, Minnesota, on 11 June, 1913, and went on to
become Associate Director of the University of Nebraska State Museum. Along the
way, Harvey received a Bachelor's Degree from Concordia College, Moorhead, MN,
a Master's Degree from the University of Minnesota and a Ph.D. from the
University of Michigan.

Harvey was a member of American Society of Mammalogist (Harvey wrote a:
text book for introductory mammalogy classes), Wilson Ornithological Society, The
Wildlife Society, and Sigma Xi, an Honorary Scientific Society. He was also a
Fellow of The Explorer's Club (New York), Associate Director, Curator of Zoology,
and Museum Professor at the University of Nebraska State Museum as well as
Professor of Life Sciences at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln.

Harvey was former president of both the Nebraska and Minnesota
Ornithologists' Unions as well as the Nebraska Section of the Wildlife Society. He
served for forty years on the Board of Directors and as Senior Editor of the
Minnesota Naturalist published by the Minnesota Natural History Society.

Harvey served for four years in the U.S. Army (1942-1945); he was with
the ski troops of northern Europe.

Services were held both in Minnesota and Nebraska. Funeral and burial
were in Lincoln on 1 March, 1999, at St. Luke's Methodist Church.

Thomas E. Labedz tlabedz@unl.edu
Collections Manager - Division of Zoology
University of Nebraska State Museum
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Parasitic Jaeger at Lake McConaughy
Stephen J. Dinsmore and W. Ross Silcock

On 5 October, 1997, we joined Joel G. Jorgensen and John Sullivan for a
pelagic trip on Lake McConaughy. A similar trip in late September 1996 yielded a
Sabine’s Gull, but we were really hoping to see a jaeger. From 7:00 to 8:30 a.m.
we gradually worked our way from the dam towards the western end of the lake.
Besides moderate numbers of Franklin's and Ring-billed Gulls, there were few birds
on the lake. At approximately 8:45 a.m. Dinsmore noticed that all of the gulls at the
western end of the lake had suddenly taken flight. Less than a minute later, we
simultaneously spotted a jaeger soaring directly overhead. The size, dark
coloration, and prominent white flashes in the wings identified the bird as a jaeger.
The bird made a couple of attacks on Franklin Gulls and then flew east down the
lake. We chased the jaeger for more than ten miles before losing it. We relocated
the bird a short time later just above the dam. This time, the bird attacked a couple
of Ring-billed Gulls before flying west up the lake. We again took chase, but lost the
bird before reaching Lemoyne.

The gull-like shape, generally brown coloration, and prominent white bases
to the primaries identified the bird as a jaeger. The bird was smaller but longer-
winged than a Ring-billed Gull and larger and slimmer than a Franklin’s Gull. The
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overall coloration was dark brown, except for some warmer rufous tones on the
underparts. We saw no visible barring on the underparts. The bill was straight and
slender, but the color pattern was not noted. The upperwing was dark brown except
for white at the base of at least the outermost four primaries. The underwing was
also dark except for a prominent white area on the undersides of the bases of the
primaries. The rectrices were dark and the central feathers were slightly
elongated with pointed tips. We all agreed on the identification as a juvenile
parasitic Jaeger. Careful size comparisons to Franklin and Ring-billed Gulls
eliminated juvenile Pomarine Jaeger, which also generally shows more white color
on both surfaces of the wing. Juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger was eliminated on the
basis of the pattern of white on the wing and size and wing proportions. We further
concluded the bird was an intermediate or dark morph individual based on the dark
plumage and lack of a contrasting paler head or rump.

This represents the second accepted record of a Parasitic Jaeger for
Nebraska. The only other record is of a juvenile picked up alive in Sheridan County
on 23 Aug 1968 which died the next day (specimen number UNSM ZM12309)
(Gates, Doris. 1969. Parasitic Jaeger rather than Skua. Nebraska Bird Review
37:31.). There are also five records of Pomarine Jaegers and a single Long-tailed
Jaeger record for Nebraska. Another 16 reports are of jaegers that were not
identified to species.

1612 West Magnolia St. Fort Collins, CO 80521
Box 300 Tabor, IA 51653
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Endemicity and Regiona Biodiversity in Nebraska’s Breedin Avifauna
by Paul A. Johnsgard (School of Biological Sciences, U. of Nebraska-Lincoln)

| estimate that 215 bird species currently breed or have previously bred in
Nebraska. This number compares with a total of 330 species that breed or have
bred in the Great Plains region south of Canada, as | defined that region in my book
on the breeding birds of the Great Plains (Johnsgard, 1979).

Grasslands or potential grassiands make up about 81 percent of the Great
Plains’ vegetation, and probably represented about 96 percent of Nebraska’s
original vegetation. Only in the Sandhills region is that vegetation type still
essentially intact; the tall-grass prairie of eastern Nebraska is virtually gone. In
my 1979 summary, | judged that 36 species of Great Plain’s bird are
grassland-adapted forms, with 15 of these endemic to the Great Plains, and the
rest more broadly distributed. Nine of these endemics breed in Nebraska (Greater
Prairie-Chicken, Mountain Plover, Long-billed Curlew, Upland Sandpiper,
Dickcissel, Lark Bunting, Clay-colored Sparrow, Cassin’'s Sparrow, McCown's
Longspur and Chestnut-collared Longspur), and the Chihuahuan Raven also once did.
None of these ten species is considered endangered nationally, although the Greater
Prairie-Chicken needs to be monitored closely. Birds of the tall-grass prairie that
currently breed in eastern Nebraska include the Upland Sandpiper, Dickcissel.
Eastern Meadowlark, Field Sparrow and Henslow’s Sparrow. Both of the latter are
not, strictly speaking, prairie species, but either represent a later successional
stage containing some small trees (Field Sparrow), or the presence some brushy or
weedy elements (Henslow’s Sparrow). In the west the short-grass plains support
several declining or rare species, including Ferruginous Hawk, Swainson’s Hawk,
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Prairie Falcon, Mountain Plover, Burrowing Owl, Common Poor-will, Lark Bunting,
and two longspurs. Some of these also have certain additional non-vegetative needs
such as cliff-side nest sites (Prairie Falcon), burrows (Burrowing Owl), nearly
bare ground (Mountain Plover), or rocky substrates (Poor-will). The
geographically and ecologically intermediate Sandhills prairies support many
typical grassland and wet meadow breeders, such as Sharp-tailed Grouse,
Long-billed Curlew, Bobolink, Lark Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow and Horned
Lark.

Woodlands and forests comprise about 15 percent of the native vegetation
of the Great Plains states, and support some 51 percent of the region’s breeding
avifauna (Johnsgard, 1979). | estimate that in Nebraska this vegetation type
occupies three percent of the state’s surface area, and supports 48 percent of its
avifauna. It is thus one of the most important vegetation types for generating
species diversity of our avifauna. Bald Eagles are among the rare woodland-nesting
species of Nebraska, although they are also strongly water-dependent for food.
Several hawks (Broad-winged, Red-shouldered, Cooper’s, etc.) are other clear
associates of mature woodlands. Several woodland nesting passerines that have
generally large ranges elsewhere in the central or western states are limited to
woodlands in extreme northwestern Nebraska’s Pine Ridge region, or in the lower
Missouri woodlands of extreme southeastern Nebraska (see Table 2 ).

Wetlands (including rivers, lakes, large reservoirs, etc.) cover only about
one percent of the surface area of the Great Plains states, but support 21 percent
of its breeding avifauna, thus contributing more to the region’s avifauna diversity
than any other habitat type relative to is area (Johnsgard, 1979). Similarly,
surface water covers only about one percent of Nebraska’s surface, but such areas
support 27 percent of our breeding avifauna. Rare or localized species that depend
on such wetlands in Nebraska include the Trumpeter Swan, Black-necked Stilt,
White-faced lbis, Least Tern and Piping Plover. All of the rails are marsh dependent
and thus rather localized; but the breeding status of the Black Rail in Nebraska is
still unknown. The Northern Harrier also nests in marshes, but forages over
meadows and grasslands. The Sandhill Crane once bred in Nebraska’s Sandhill
marshes, and may again return as a breeding species, just as the Bald Eagle has
done. Wetlands also provide extremely important migratory habitats in Nebraska
for many species of shorebirds, waterfowl, and cranes, including the endangered
Whooping Crane.

Methods

As part of the ongoing national interest in defining Important Bird Areas, |
decided that an analysis of my distribution maps of the breeding ranges of
Nebraska's avifauna would be of value. These maps, originally drawn for my book
on the breeding birds of the Great Plains (Johnsgard, 1979) have been periodically
updated; the mest recent versions appear in my summary of Nebraska’s avifauna
(Johnsgard, 1998). Although | used my breeding-distribution maps for the Great
Plains as my data source, | accepted the fact that the range limits indicated there
are usually little more than “informed guesses,” as we still lack highly detailed
breeding range maps for most Nebraska species. When the Breeding Bird Atlas for
Nebraska is finally published, we will have better mapping possibilities. My maps
tend to be “generous” as to probable breeding occurrence; thus the Northern
Harrier and Long-eared Ow! were both mapped as occurring throughout the entire
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state, even though they respectively nest only in areas having available marshy or
mature woodland breeding habitats. | prepared a transparent overlay map of the
state, using the 68 quadrants of latitude and longitude that were adopted in the
Nébraska Atlas and Gazetteer, one of a series of state atlases published by
DeLorme Co., of Freeport, Maine.

Using these standardized quadrants makes for easy reference by others,
and might facilitate future between-state comparisons as well. This atlas series’
quadrants in Nebraska measure 30.7 miles (49.4 kilometers) in east-west distance
and 44 miles (70.8 kilometers) in north-south distance, or 1,351 square miles
(3,497 sq. kilometers) per quadrant. Each of my range maps was*then compared
with the quadrant overlay, and those all quadrants falling within the species’
indicated range were tallied (Figure 1). The total number of species falling within
each quadrant was then determined. Many of the quadrants along the southwestern
and eastern borders of the stateeare ones whose areas extend well beyond the
state’s legal boundaries (e.g., Nos. 10-13, 27, 41-45, 56, 68). A few species
were tallied as “present” if they occurred within the limits of such quadrants
although these species’ apparent actual range limits failed to reach Nebraska’s
boundaries. Treated otherwise, projected species totals for these variably smaller
border quadrants could not be numerically compared with numbers for those
quadrants falling entirely within the state’s boundaries. A total of 51 species were
judged to be pandemic breeders throughout the state (Table 1), all the remaining
164 species were judged absent from one or more quadrants. At the other extreme
are those species occurring in as few as a single quadrant; these are of special
interest in terms of defining regional endemicity. Such species, which are clearly
localized in Nebraska but may not be rare elsewhere in their ranges, are listed as
regional endemics in Table 2.

Results

Ranges in estimated species diversity varied from as few as 96 species
(quadrant 43) to a maximum of 140 species (quadrant 41). Part of this apparent
variation reflects regional differences in data bases; thus quadrant 43 is located in
the southwestern Panhandle, where few ornithologists have studied local birds,
whereas quadrant 41 includes the Douglas County area, with its long history of
ornithological investigations. However, several trends are clearly visible. The
generally highest levels of species diversity occur along the lower Missouri River
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valley, from the Kansas border north to the Omaha area. Numbers gradually tail off
from that area up the Missouri and Niobrara valleys to about Cherry County, where
there is apparently a sharp decline (quadrant 6), roughly where the mixed
deciduous forest changes to a ponderosa pine forest. There is a second center of
breeding biodiversity centered in Sioux County (quadrant 1), tapering off in Dawes
and Scottsbluff counties (quadrants 2 & 14). The Platte Valley represents a
corridor of moderate diversity, but the Republican River Valley along the lowest
tier of quadrants is distinctly less diverse in its breeding avifauna than are other
regions. The Sandhills region shows only slightly less diversity than the Platte
Valley, probably because of the substantial number of wetland species breeding
with the region.

There are some ways of comparing these hypothetical estimates of
breeding diversity with actual estimates. Thus, quadrant 32 includes the Cedar
Point Biological Station area, where 111 species were judged as likely breeders.
The known total number of breeding species as of 1996 was 104 (Brown et al.,
1996). Quadrant 19, with 108 prospective breeding species includes Valentine
National Wildlife Refuge, which has at least 93 known breeders. The Lancaster
County list of breeding birds includes at least 103 species (personal
determination), as compared with an estimated total of 118 species for all of
quadrant 54. These numbers suggest that the margin of overestimates for these
projected figures may average only about ten percent, and should be less if the
entire quadrant area were carefully surveyed.

Discussion

Important  Bird Areas have been defined as those that (1) support
threatened or endangered species, (2) support rare or endemic species, or species
of special conservation concern, (3) include species associated with rare or
threatened habitats, (4) represent sites supparting areas of high numerical
population abundance or species diversity, or (5) those where long-term
monitoring has occurred. The data presented here offers direct information on
points two and four. Information on the distribution of rare and endangered species,
as well as of endangered habitats, is available through state and federal agencies,
the Nature Conservancy, and similar conservation groups Long-term monitoring
of bird populations has gone only in only a few sites, most obviously some of the
state’s major national wildlife refuges and Cedar Point Biological Station, all of
which are obvious candidates for inclusion.

Thus regions that should be examined for the identification of important
bird areas on the basis of unusually high species diversity should include the lower
Missouri Valley (e.g., Indian Cave State Park, Fontenelle Forest , etc.). It should
also include much of the Pine Ridge’s already preserved areas. The middle Niobrara
River Valley is of special interest as an east-west faunal transition zone
(Johnsgard, 1982), and one of the major “suture zones” of overlapping eastern
and western biota. The Platte Valley has similar basic biological significance,
especially the region of the middle Platte, which additionally supports major
populations of threatened Least Terns and Piping Plovers, and critical habitat for
the endangered Whooping Crane. The Lake McConaughy area is already known to
support one of the highest areas of avian species diversity in the entire country
(Brown et al., 1996), and additionally includes Cedar Point Biological Station.
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Summary

An analysis of the relative species diversity of Nebraska's breeding
avifauna establishes several areas of unusual species richness and endemicity,
these most important being the Missouri Valley and associated middle to lower
Niobrara Valley, the Pine Ridge area of the northwestern Panhandle, and the entire
Platte Valley.
References

Brown, C. R., M. B. Brown. P. A. Johnsgard, J. Kren & W. C. Scharf. 1996. “Birds
of the Cedar Point Biological Station Area, Keith and Garden Counties, Nebraska:
Seasonal Occurrence and Breeding Data.” Transactions of the Nebraska Academy
of Sciences 29: 91-108.

Johnsgard, P. A. 1979. Birds of the Great Plains: Breeding Species and Their
Distribution. Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press. :

________ 1987. The Ornithogeography of the Great Plains States. Prairie
Naturalist 10:97-112.

—————_. 1998. The Birds of Nebraska. Published by the author, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Table 1
Pied-billed Grebe Blue Jay
American Bittern American Crow
Great Blue Heron House Wren
Black-crowned Night Heron American Robin
Canada Goose ' Gray Catbird
Mallard Loggerhead Shrike
Northern Pintail European Starling
Blue-winged Teal Yellow Warbler
Red-tailed Hawk Common Yellow-throat
American Kestrel Blue Grosbeak
Northern Harrier Chipping Sparrow
American Coot Lark Sparrow
Killdeer Grasshopper Sparrow
Rock Dove Red-winged Blackbird
Mourning Dove Western Meadowlark
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Yellow-headed Blackbird
Barn Owl Common Grackle
Great Horned Owl Brown-headed Cowbird
Long-eared Owl American Goldfinch
Common Nighthawk House Sparrow
Belted Kingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Western Kingbird:

Eastern Kingbird'

Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Barn Swallow
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Table 2

Northwestern Panhandle Endemics

White-throated Swift Red-shouldered Hawk
Lewis’ Woodpecker Broad-winged Hawk
Cordilleran Flycatcher Chuck-wills-widow
Plumbeus Vireo White-eyed Vireo

Pinyon Jay Carolina Wren
Violet-green Swallow Summer Tanager

Brown Creeper Northern Parula

Pygmy Nuthatch Cerulean Warbler
Mountain Bluebird Prothonotary Warbler
Townsend’s Solitaire Kentucky Warbler
Swainson’s Thrush Yellow-throated Warbler
Sage Thrasher

Western Tanager Southwestern Panhandle Endemics
Yellow-rumped Warbler Mountain Plover
Brewer’s Sparrow Cassin’s Kingbird
Dark-eyed Junco Cassin’s Sparrow

McCown’s Longspur
Chestnut-collared Longspur

* k k k &

FALL FIELD REPORT, AUGUST TO NOVEMBER, 1998

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653
(silcock@sidney.heartland.net) and Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE
68008 (zrtac@genesisnet.net ,

INTRODUCTION

Larry Einemann kindly pointed out that in the Spring Report all his sightings
from Pioneer’s Park should have been attributed to Wilderness Park at Pioneer's
Boulevard (in Lincoln). Larry noted that Pioneer's Park is a manicured Lincoln city
park which is not good for birds except for in the vicinity of the embedded Chet
Ager Nature Center. This was my (WRS) error; personally | have trouble even
finding the Wilderness Park entrances, let alone naming them properly!

Another correction! John Sullivan pointed out that the 2 Summer Tanagers
at Indian Cave SP on 10 August, 1997, were not his sighting. In fact, after
searching the raw data, | can't find this report; please delete it.

A surprising number of rarities appeared this fall, notably some rare
warblers for the Panhandle, including a 1st Panhandle Pine Warbler and a 1st fall
state and Panhandle Prairie Warbler, as well as a 1st fall Panhandle Mourning
Warbler. A 1st documented Panhandle Blue-headed Vireo and a first documented
state fall Hudsonian Godwit were also found. Other outstanding sightings included a
2nd state Long-tailed Jaeger, a 2nd state fall Great Black-backed Gull, 6th-10th (1)
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state Little Gulls, a 4th fall (Sth state) Red-naped Sapsucker, an 8th state fall
Green-tailed Towhee, and a 5th state documented Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco.
An observant reader will note that most of these rarities were discovered and
documented by the indefatigable Steve Dinsmore, who has advanced our knowledge
of Panhandle birds, especially migrants, tremendously in the last 3 years or so.

ABBREVIATIONS

"Routine reports" indicates that while reports were received, no unusual
numbers or movements were detected; most such species are non-migratory.
"None reported" indicates species of regular fall occurrence which were not
reported. ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City; BOL: Branched Oak L, SRA/WMA,
Lancaster Co; CCM: Clear Creek Marshes, west end of L McConaughy, Keith Co;
Cem: Cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Garden Co;
Co(s): County (ies); FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; fide: reported (and
vouching for accuracy) by; FL: Funk Lagoon WPA, Phelps Co; HCR: Harlan Co Res,
Harlan Co; L: Lake; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; m.ob.: many observers; NC:
Nature Center; NM: National Monument; NPNWR: North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff
Co; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin, an area of natural wetlands in
southcentral NE; SP: State Park; SRA: State Recreation Area; WMA: Wildlife
Management Area (State); WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal).

GAZETTEER

L Alice: NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; L Babcock: Platte Co; Basswood Ridge:
WMA, Dakota Co; Black Island: WMA, Cuming Co; Calamus Res: Garfield and
Loup Cos; Camp Wakonda: Bellevue; Conestoga L: SRA, Lancaster Co;
Crystal Cove L: South Sioux City; Cunningham L: Douglas Co; Deep Well
Basin: WMA, Hamilton Co; DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Eckhardt Basin:
WPA, Clay Co; Enders Res: SRA, Chase Co; Gavin's Point Dam: forms Lewis
and Clark L; Glenvil Basin: WPA, Clay Co; Harvard Lagoon (formerly Inland
Lagoon): WPA, Clay Co; Jack Sinn Marsh: WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos;
Jensen Lagoon: WPA, Kearney Co; Johnson L: Dawson and Gosper Cos; Keller
Park: SRA, Brown Co; Keystone L: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Kingsley
Dam: forms LM; Kirkpatrick Basin North: WMA, York Co; Koenig Basin:
private basin 1.5 miles south of Harvard Lagoon, Clay Co; LaPlatte Bottoms:
Sarpy Co; Lewis and Clark L: Knox Co and South Dakota; Mallard Haven:
WPA, Fillmore Co; L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; L North: Platte Co; L
Ogaltala: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Neale
Woods: extreme northeast Douglas Co; Nebraska National Forest: Thomas
Co; North Harvard Basin: private basin 3 miles north of Harvard, Clay Co;
North Hultine Basin: WPA, Clay Co (formerly Sandpiper WPA); Oliver Res:
Kimball Co; Pawnee L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Pibel L: SRA, Wheeler Co; Ponca
SP: Dixon Co; Private Basin: 2 miles east of FL in Kearney Co; Red Willow
Res: Frontier Co; Rowe Sanctuary: Kearney Co; Schramm SP: Sarpy Co;
Sherman Res: Sherman Co; Sinninger Lagoon: WPA, York Co; Smith L: SRA,
Sheridan Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co;
Theesen Lagoon: WPA, Clay Co; Troester Basin: WPA, Hamilton Co;
Wagontrain L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Winters Creek L: NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co;
Wolf L: north Saunders Co; Wood Duck Area: WMA, Stanton Co.
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REPORTERS

Elaine Bachel (EB), Lincoln; Laurel Badura (LB), Kearney; Mark Brogie (MB),
Creighton; Linda R. Brown (LRB), Lincoln; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Fort
Collins, CO; Larry Einemann (LE), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City;
Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; Ruth Green (RG), Bellevue; Joe Gubanyi (JG),
Seward; John W. Hall (JWH), Omaha; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; David Heidt
(DH), Norfolk; Thomas Hoffman (TH), Omaha; Glen Hoge (GH), Alma; Wanda Hoge
(WH), Alma; Helen K. Hughson (HKH), Scottsbluff; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South
Sioux City; Jan Johnson (JJ), Wakefield; Gerry Jorgensen (GJ), Blair; Joel G.
Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz (AK), Gering; Clem N. Klaphake (CNK),
Bellevue; Lucy Koenig (LK), Scottsbluff; Thomas E. Labedz (TEL), Lincoln; Babs
Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Don Paseka (DP),
Ames; Janis Paseka (JP), Ames; Kevin Poague (KP), Lincoln; Neva Pruess (NP),
Lincoln; Lanny Randolph, (LR), Gibbon; Neal Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock
(WRS), Tabor, IA; Jan Small (JSm), Vermillion, SD; John Sullivan (JS), Lincoln;
David L. Swanson (DLS), Vermillion, SD; John Tumasonis (J T), Boulder, CO; Mark
Urwiller (MU), Kearney; Gertrude Wood (GW), Eimwood.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Pacific Loon: All reports this year came from the west and include singles at
Winters Creek L between 31 October and 7 November (SJD), at L Ogallala on 7
November (SJD), at L Minatare on 7 November (SJD), and again at L Minatare from
20 to 27 November. (SID).
Common Loon: Summer reports are now regular, especially in western NE. This
year, 4 appeared at L Ogallala on 20 August (SJD) and another was spotted at HCR
on 10 August (GH, WH). Excellent high counts were tallied during the migration,
with 27 at HCR on 1 November (JGJ); 22 at L Ogallala/LM on 7 November (SJD);
and 19 at Pawnee L on 11 November (JS).
Yellow-billed Loon: Quite a surprise and a significant record for the
region was a single in either basic or immature plumage at LM between 8 August
and 18 October (SJID, JGJ, WRS, JS, m.ob.). Fortunately, the bird was weli-
documented, and the occurrence should become only the 2nd record for NE.
Pied-billed Grebe: A localized breeder in the east, 4 adults with 3 young
were observed at LaPlatte Bottoms on 4 August (BP, LP). The high count of 860 at
L Babcock on 20 September (JS) likely underscores the species’ peak migration
period.
Horned Grebe: The 6 September sighting of a single at L. Alice was quite early
(SJD). The high count was 48 at L Minatare on 30 October (SJD). The last report
for the period was of a single at Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD).
Eared Grebe: The high count was a mere 29 at L Alice on 31 October (SJD). And
the latest were counts up to 13 at 4 locations on 28 November (SJD, LR, RH).
Western Grebe: Peak counts included 17,600+ at LM on 18 October (SJD) and
1400 at Sutherland Res on 7 November (SJD, DCE). Good counts for the east,
albeit dramatically smaller than the previously-mentioned totals, include 46 at
Calamus Res on 8 November (JGJ) and 6 at Pawnee L between 6 and 11 November
(BP, LP, JS). Back at LM, 800 still remained on 28 November (SJD).
Clark's Grebe: This species is regular in the west but greatly outnumbered
by Western Grebe. At L Minatare, 1 to 3 were found from 19 September to 27
November (SJD); 22 were seen at LM 18 October (SJD); 8 were reported at
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Sutherland Res on 1 November (SJD); and a single was at Enders Res on 28
November (SJD).

American White Pelican: The high counts were 2100 at LM on 8 August (SJD)
and 1234 at Calamus Res on 7 September (JGJ). And last count was 12 at
Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD).

Double-crested Cormorant: The high count was 1,500 at HCR on 8 November
(GH, WH).

American Bittern: August reports--such as a single at Deep Well Basin on 22
August (JGJ)-—-may identify early migrants, but the one reported at FL on 9 August
(GH, WH) was probably summering, as has been noted there in recent years.
Otherwise, 10 were found in the RWB between 2 September and 27 October (GH,
WH, JGJ, JS), with the latest and highest count being the 4 at FL on 27 October
(JS).

Least Bittern: This species may now be quite well established at FL; as many as
7 were found there on 2 August (GH, WH). August reports elsewhere include 2 at
Private Basin on 11 August (LR, RH), 3 at LaPlatte Bottoms on 3 August (BP, LP),
and a single spotted at Crystal Cove L on 13 August (BFH). Obvious migrants were
the singles at HCR on 14 September (GH, WH) and Black Island on 26 September
(DH).

Great Blue Heron: A good count was 119 at LM on 20 September (SJD).

Great Egret: As many as 132 were seen at HCR on 9 August (SJD). The last
reported were 7 in the eastern RWB on 11 October (JGJ) and a single at LM on 12
October (SJD).

Snowy Earet: The high counts include 29 at FL on 19 August (SJD), 21 at HCR on
9 August (SJD), and 13 at L Babcock on 30 August (JGJ). The last count was 2 in
the eastern RWB on 11 October (JGJ).

Little Blue Heron: As many as 14 were reported in Clay Co between 5 and 13
September (JGJ), marking the season's high count and late date. An additional 7
were tallied at various points south of the Platte River.

Cattle Egret: The high counts were 303 at FL on 19 August (SJD) and 125 near
the 1-80 Odessa exit, Buffalo Co (LR, RH). The last count was a single at HCR on8
November (GH, WH).

Green Heron: Routine Reports.

K- i - : The high counts were 17 at FL on 19 August
(SJD) and 16 at LM 20 on September (SJD). Late were two seen at Johnson L on 3
November (LR, RH), and even later--indeed, record late--were the 3 reported at
Cunningham L on 22 November (JS, WRS).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Juveniles of this species invaded the RWB in
late summer. At FL, 4 appeared on 19 August (SJD), and 2 were spotted there on
13 September (LR, RH). In the eastern RWB, 13 were found from 15 August to 13
September (JGJ), with a high count of 4 at Glenvil Basin on 15 August (JGJ).
Record late was the single reported at Glenvil Basin on 11 October (JGJ).
White-faced lbis: High counts included 47 at Harvard Lagoon on 5 September
(JGJ) and 43 at North Hultine Basin on 19 September (JGJ, GJ). The last reported
were 2 at Harvard Lagoon on 25 October (CNK), the 2nd latest date on record.
Turkev Vulture: The high count was 50 to 60 at Gering on 22 September (AK).
The 3 at Fairbury on 8 October (GH, WH) were the last reported.

Greater White-fronted Goose: A single appeared at Kissinger Basin on 30
August (JGJ).
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: Summering birds in the RWB are now routine; 24 were found in

the reglon between 10 August and 13 September (JGJ, SID).

A single at a small basin in Clay Co between 10 August and 5
September (JGJ) was probably the same bird spotted there in May (see Spring
Report).
Canada Goose: Routine reports.

: Routine reports.

Wood Duck: The high count was 109 at NPNWR on 10 September (LK). The last
reported was a single at Enders Res on 28 November (SJD).
Gadwall: The high count was 2030 in Lancaster Co on 3 November (WRS).
American Wigeon: The high counts were 391 at NPNWR on 21 October (LK) and
325 in Lancaster Co on 3 November (WRS). The 160 spotted at the Scottsbluff SL
on 27 November (SJD) was a good count for late fall.

: The three reports (all with details provided) are the
most in any fall in recent memory. Reports included singles at L Babcock on both
22 August (JGJ) and 18 November (JGJ), and at DeSoto NWR on 7 November (JS).

: The high counts were 31,469 at NPNWR on 17 November (LK) and
20,000 at Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD).
Blue-winged Teal: The high count was 1500 at L Ogallala on 12 September
(SJD); an immature male was also found at L Ogallala on 21 and 28 November
(SJD).
Cinpamon Teal: A single was spotted at FL on 19 August (SJD); identification
details were provided.
Northern Shoveler: The high count was 281 at the Scottsbluff SL on 27
November (SJD).
Northern Pintail: The high count, a good one for the rather early date, was 424
reported at Sinninger Lagoon on 30 August (JGJ).

: The high counts include 4,400+ at LM on 1 November (SJD)
and 1000 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). ‘
Canvasback: Although uncommon anywhere in the state before October, 7
appeared at CLNWR on 30 August (JT), and 2 were spotted at Scottsbluff SL on 28
August (SJD).

Redhead: Uncommon, but not totally unexpected away from the Sandhills in
summer and early fall, were a single reported at the North Platte SL on 9 August
(SJD, JGJ) and 7 seen in the RWB between 9 and 10 August (JGJ, SJD). The high
count was 700 at Winters Creek L on 31 October (SJD).
Ring-necked Duck: An early report noted as many as 12 birds at CLNWR
between 30 August and 7 September (JT, SJD). The high count was 405 reported
at NPNWR on 6 November (LK).
Greater Scaup: A good count of 19 at L Ogallala on 28 November (SJD) was the
only report.
Lesser Scaup: Routine reports.
Surf Scoter: The only report was of an immature at L Ogallala between 31
October and 1 November (SJD)

= : The only reports were of an immature at L Ogallala
on 7 November (SJD) and an adult male at Pawnee L on 11 November (JS).
Black Scoter: Usually by far the most rare and sought after, this scoter was
reported most often this year. Reports (all of immature/female types) include a
single at BOL on 31 October (JS), a single at Cunningham L on 15 November (JGJ),
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a single at Lewis and Clark L between 26 and 28 November (MB, DH), and 3 to 4 at
L Ogallala/Keystone L from 27 to 29 November (SJD, JS).

Oldsguaw: A male spotted at Gavin's Point Dam on 21 November (B) and a
whopping 9 to 11 birds seen at Keystone L/Keystone canal between 28 and 29
November (SJD, JS) were the only reports.

Bufflehead: The 12 spotted at CLNWR on 7 August (JGJ) was a good late-
summer count; a single was also found there on 7 September (SJD). The high
counts include 390 at BOL on 20 November (BP, LP) and 205 at L Ogallala on 28
November (SJD).

Commeon Goldeneye: Unusual was a female seen at L Ogallala on 8 August (SJD)
and again on 8 September (SJD, JS). The high count was 730 at Sutherland Res on
28 November (SJD).

Hooded Merganser: The pair spotted at L Alice between 20 August and 6
September (SJD) was early. The high count was 70 at NPNWR on 6 November (LK).
Red-breasted Merganser: The high counts include 44 at L Minatare on 7
November (SJD) and 20 at BOL on 19 November (JGJ).

Common Merganser: Now expected at NPNWR in late summer, 118 were tallied
at L Alice on 28 August (BP, LP). Unexpected, however, were the 2 reported at
HCR on 30 August (LR, RH).

Ruddy Duck: The high count was 190 at NPNWR on 21 October (LK). Also, 106
were still at Keystone L on 28 November (SJD).

Osprey: Based on this year's numerous reports, the conclusion could be made
that this species is doing well at the present time. A stunning 26 were tallied at
LM /L Ogallala on 3 October (SJD). Also, 8 were reported at BOL on 9 September
(BP, LP) and 6 were seen at HCR on 27 September (JS). The preceding are only the
high counts; smaller numbers were found elsewhere. The earliest recorded were 3
at LM/L Ogallala on 20 August (SJD) and a single at HCR on 29 August (GH, WH).
Mississippi Kite: At Ogallala, 2 adults were found soaring over the city

on 9 August (SJD, JGJ). A few wandering birds likely invade NE in late summer to
early fall every year, presumably from Kansas. One was found in Lincoln on 27
August (EB) and another first-year male was picked up injured in Holdrege on 15
September (Alice Rumery, fide RH, JS).

Bald Eagle: The single adult near Camp Wakonda on 21 September (LP, BP) may
have been either a local breeder or an early migrant.

Northern Harrier: Routine Reports.

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Excellent was the high count of 41 at Camp Wakonda on
21 September (BP, LP). Another 17 were encountered in 10 different cos across
the state from 9 September (GH, WH) through 28 November (LR, RH).

Cooper's Hawk: Early and conceivably a local breeder was the single seen at
LaPlatte Bottoms on 10 August (SJD, BP, LP). The high count was 7 at Camp
Wakonda on 21 September (BP, LP). An additional 8 were found in 6 cos from 30
August (JGJ) to 18 October (JS, WRS).

Northern Goshawk: None reported.

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was from FF, where singles were found
on 14 August (BP, LP) and on 25 October (LP).

Broad-winged Hawk: Another superb high count was 55 at Camp Wakonda on 21
September (BP, LP). The only other report came from Basswood Ridge on 12
September (BFH). '
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i : The high counts were 150 roosting in a field near Fontanelle
on 25 September (JGJ) and 49 roosting in a field in Fillmore Co on 3 October (JGJ).
Red-tailed Hawk: Routine Reports.

Ferruginous Hawk: Several were found in the far west, but few made it very
far east. At least 2 were seen west of Kearney between 15 and 22 November
(MU), where the species often occurs in late fall; but other singles made it as far
east as Niobrara, Knox Co, on 4 October (MB), eastern Garfield Co on 31 October
(JGJ), and Mallard Haven on 19 November (JGJ)., and Harlan Co, on 31 October
(GH, WH). The high count was 8 in southwestern Sioux Co on 20 November (SJD).
Q_Q_[g_g_n_ﬁ_ag_m Routine reports.

: Routine reports.
Merlin: Well reported this fall, 19 were tallied across the state from 20 August
(SJD) through 7 November (JG).

Of the 16 reports, 10 came from the Panhandle between 20

August and 27 November (SJD, JS). The furthest east were singles in Dixon Co on
27 October (JJ), Platte Co on 31 October (JGJ), and at North Harvard Basin on 28
November (JGJ).

Only 8 birds were reported from 20 August (SJD) to 3
October (SJD).
Gray Partridge: The reports during the last few years indicate no clear trend
for this species. In Dodge Co near Ames, 15 were found on 23 August (DP, JP),
and another 12 were reported on 31 October (DP, JP).

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports.

Greater Prairie-Chicken: A pair was seen near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 11
November (LR, RH). Birds are found away from breeding areas in fall and winter,
usually to the southeast of their breeding localities.

Sharp-tailed Grouse: The single spotted 10 miles south of Loup City, Sherman
Co, on 8 November (JGJ) was in an area where this species' status is not clearly
known.

Wild Turkey: Routine reports.

Northern Bobwhite: In the far west, three were found at the Gering Cem,
Scotts Bluff Co, between 12 and 19 September (SJD).

Virginia Rail: The latest and the high count was 4 at CCM on 28 November (SJD).
Another was late at L Ogallala on 22 November (JS), although it has been found in
that area in December.

Sora: The 8 at Theesen Lagoon on 10 August (JGJ) may either have been breeders
or migrants. Rather late were 2 at CCM on 18 October (SJD), and even later was a
single spotted there on 31 October (SJD).

Commeon Moorhen: Exciting was the observation of 2 adults and 5 young on 6
August (BP, LP) and 1 adult and 7 young on 23 August (BP, LP) at LaPlatte
Bottoms. The fledged chicks reported in August clearly appeared to be different in
age, suggesting that at least 2 broods were produced there (WRS). Rather far west
was another juvenile at a small, private basin in Clay Co on 30 August (JGJ)
American Coot: The high count was 5000 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT).
Sandhill Crane: Once again, an adult pair identified as "Greater" Sandhill

Cranes accompanied by 2 immatures was found at a small private basin in eastern
Clay Co between 16 and 23 August (JGJ). The same situation occurred at the very
same basin in August of 1995. This report repeats several sightings of a pair of
"Greaters" in July of 1996 and mid-May of 1998 in Clay Co. The other big story
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for this species was the possibly unprecedented numbers found in the east on or
near 11 November after an intense low pressure system passed through the region.
The high counts for the east include 1200 in Lancaster Co on 11 November (JS) and
336 near Blair, Washington Co, on 11 November (JGJ).
Whooping Crane: The only report was of 3 on the Platte River east of the Rowe
Sanctuary on 25 October (CNK).
Black-bellied Plover: The high counts were 19 adults spotted at L Babcock on
15 August (JGJ) and 17 juveniles tallied there on 2 October (JGJ). As many as 14
lingered into November; the latest reported were a single at LM on 7 November
(SJD), 2 at BOL on 7 November (JS), 1 at HCR on 8 November (JGJ), and 5 at L
Babcock on 8 November (JGJ). ‘
American Golden-Plover: None was found until 5 September, when an adult
and a juvenile were spotted in a mowed hayfield near Sinninger Lagoon (JGJ). The
high counts included an excellent 79 at L Babcock on 20 September (JGJ, GJ) and
27 at Koenig Basin on 27 September (JGJ). Rare in the west, 3 appeared at LM on
20 September (SJD); a single was spotted at L Ogallala on 3 October (SJD), and
another single was also reported at LM on 17 and 18 October (SJD). Very late, in
fact the 2nd latest date on record, was a single seen at Mallard Haven on 18
November (JGJ).
Semipalmated Plover: Small numbers were reported throughout NE. The high
count was 8 at L Minatare on 6 September (SJD), and last reported was a single at
LM on 3 October (SJD).
Piping Plover: The last reported was a single spotted at LM on 9 August (SJD).
Killdeer: The high count was 324 at L Minatare on 6 September (SJD).
Black-necked Stilt: The aduit with a newly-fledged juvenile spotted south of
Patterson L, Garden Co, on 7 August (JGJ) is indicative of local breeding. A
single, likely a migrant, seen at FL between 15 and 16 August (LR, RH, JS) was a
rare find.
American Avocet: The high count was 600 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). Only
- last fall, NE had its first November record for this species; but this year, 9
reports totaled 97 birds in November. The November high counts include 41 at HCR
on 1 November (JGJ) and 34 at LM the same day (SJD). The last reported were 16
counted at HCR on 8 November (GH,WH) and a single at LM on the very late date of
28 November (SJD).
Greater Yellowlegs: Four groups of birds lingered into November, with the last
to leave being the 4 at HCR on 7 November (JGJ) and the 7 at L Babcock on 8
November (JGJ).
Lesser Yellowlegs: The high count was 271 at LM on 20 August (SJD), and the
last reported were 33 at L Babcock on 31 October (JGJ).
Solitary Sandpiper: Routine reports.
Willet: Rather rare in the east in fall, 2 were at L Babcock on 15 August (JGJ);
one was at Mallard Haven“on 15 August (JGJ), and another single was at Sinninger
Lagoon on 16 August (JGJ).
Spotted Sandpiper: The high count was 21 at NPNWR on 10 September (LK) and,
the latest reported was a single at Oliver Res on 2 October (SJD).
Upland Sandpiper: The high count was 12 near Troester Basin on 10 August
(JGJ), and the latest reported were 3 at L Babcock on 13 September (JGJ).

Long-billed Curlew: The last to leave was a single at L Alice on 28 August
(SJb, BP, LP).
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Hudsonian Godwit: A juvenile at Sinninger Lagoon on 30 August (JGJ) was
probably the first documented fall record and only the 4th fall report ever.
Marbled Godwit: Like the Willet, this species becomes increasingly rare in the

east. A single was seen at HCR on 4 August (GH, WH), and 2 were located at L
Babcock on 24 August (JGJ). The latest were the 2 sighted at Oliver Res on 20
September (SJD).
: The only report of this rare fall migrant was of a single

juvenile at L North on 15 August (JGJ).
Red Knot: Three reports were received, an excellent total, all documented.
The first was f a molting adult at LM on 7 August (SJD), followed by an adult at L
Babcock on 15 August (JGJ), and a juvenile reported at L Minatare on 12
September (SJD).

ing: The high counts were 44 at LM on 8 September (JS) and 29 there on
3 October (SJD). The latest were the 11 reported at LM on 10 October (SJD).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: The high count was 330 at L Babcock on 22 August
(JGJ). The 133 spotted at LM on 20 August (SJD) was a good count for the west.
The last reported were 2 at Harvard Lagoon on 25 October; no details were
provided, however, for what would be the latest ever recorded in fall.

n iper: Fifteen reports totalling 37 birds were noted on 8 August
(LR, RH) through 18 October (SJD). The high count was only 4, in northern York Co
on 15 August (JGJ) and at LM on 8 September (SJD). The last reported were
single basic-plumaged birds at LM on 3 October and on 17 and 18 October (SJD).

i : The high counts were 112 at LM on 18 October (SJD) and 98
there on 17 October (SJD). The latest count was 31 at LM on 7 November (SJD).
Baird's Sandpiper: The 438 at LM on 8 August (SJD) grew to 1052 by 20
August (SJD). Three November reports included singles at BOL on 1 November (BP,
LP, JGJ) and LM on the some day (SJD), and 2 at LM on 7 November (SJD).
Pectoral Sandpiper: The high counts were 433 at L Babcock on 10 August (JGJ)
and 327 at Koenig Basin on 15 August (JGJ). Uncommon in the far west was a
single located at L Alice on 20 August (SJD). The latest were singles in Clay Co
(JGJ) and at BOL (JS) on 7 November.

Dunplin: This fall was perhaps the best ever for Dunlin. Slxteen reports totaling
67 birds were tallied between 11 October (JGJ) and 26 November (JS). The high
counts were 25 in Clay Co on 11 October (JGJ) and 8 at BOL on 6 November (BP,
LP). The latest count was a single at BOL on 26 November (JS). Rare in the west,
a single was recorded at Sutherland Res on 7 November (SJD).

Stilt Sandpiper: The high counts included 440 at L Babcock on 20 September
(JS) and 372 at LM on 6 September (SJD). Rather late were the 16 seen at
Theesen Lagoon on 25 October (JGJ), the 7 counted at Sinninger Lagoon on 25
October (JGJ), and the 30 tallied at BOL on 26 October (JS).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Twenty-eight reports totaling 247 birds were
tallied from 4 August (BP, LP) through 27 September (JGJ). Of the 247 birds, 236
(or 96%) were found in the eastern RWB or immediately north of there at or near L
Babcock. The high counts were 45 in a field in Clay Co on 16 August (JGJ); 37 at
the sod farm just east of L Babcock on 15 August (JGJ); and 32 near Eckhardt
Basin on 22 August (JGJ). Only casual in the Panhandle with as few as 3 previous
reports, 3 individuals were seen at L Minatare on 6 September (SJD) and 2 were
there on 12 September (SJD). Also rare at LM, a single was recorded there on 12
September (SJD).
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Ruff: A juvenile male documented at Kirkpatrick Basin North on 27 September
(JGJ) will probably become the S5th state record for NE and the first for the
eastern RWB. All 5 records have occurred since 1993.

Short-billed Dowitcher: Juveniles are clearly the most common age group
found in the state, and they occur during a tight time period: mid-August through-
early September. This year, 8 counts totalling 15 juveniles were reported from
16 August (JGJ) through 8 September (JS ,SID). None was found west of LM. The
high counts were 4 at L Babcock on 22 August (JGJ) and 3 at LM on 20 August
(SJD). The last reported were 2 juveniles seen at LM on 8 September (SJD, JS).
Long-billed Dowitcher: The high counts were 558 at LM on 3 October (SJD) and
303 in the eastern RWB on 11 October (JGJ). Several were found in November,
including flocks of 33 at Ayr L (JGJ), 26 in Clay Co (JGJ), 14 at BOL (JS), and 2
at LM (SJD) all on 7 November. The last reported were 5 spotted at Mallard Haven
on 19 November (JGJ).

Common Snipe: The high count was 73 at Koenig Basin on 13 September (JGJ).
The last reported, but certainly not the last to leave, was a single spotted near
Ames on 30 November (JP, DP).

American Woodcock: None reported.

Wilson's Phalarope: The high counts were not spectacular: 150 at Gilled L,
Garden Co, on 7 August (JGJ), and 138 at LM on 20 August (SJD). The last

reported was a single at LM on 20 September (SJD).

Red-necked Phalarope: An excellent fall for this species, 14 reports were
received totaling 44 birds during the period 7 August (JGJ) through 27 September
(SJD). Surprisingly, a large number (21) of the birds reported were in the east.
The high counts were 6 at L Minatare on 27 September (SJD) and up to 5 at L
Babcock between 13 and 16 September (JS, JGJ).

Red Phalarope: A pair of juveniles molting into first-winter plumage was
documented at L Babcock on 13 September (JGJ) and will probably become only the
8th state record.

Long-tailed Jaeger: A light or intermediate-phase juvenile documented at

LM on 3 October (SJD) will probably become only the 2nd state record. ,
Jaeger sp.: A dark jaeger was found at LM on 3 October (SJD). The observer
believed it was likely a Parasitic, but could not be certain due to poor

light conditions and distance.

Laughing Gull: A juvenile was seen at BOL on 3 August (BP, LP), only the 3rd
documented summer record.

Eranklin's Gull: The high counts were 22,000 at Calamus Res on 7 September
(JGJ) and 10,000 at Sutherland Res on 9 August (SJD). Up to 400 remained at
HCR on 8 November (JGJ), but none was reported thereafter.

Little Gull: It was a big year in the west for this species, with an unbelievable 5
birds found. All were either juvenile or first-winter birds, which begs the
question: what is'their-origin? Reports (all documented) were of singles at LM on 8
September (SJD, JS), at L Ogallala on 8 September (SJD,J S), at LM on 20
September (SJD), at L Minatare on 17 October (SJD), and at Sutherfand Res on 1
November (SJD).

Bonaparte's Gull: Quite early was a single reported at L Alice on 20 August
(SJD), as was a single spotted at LM on 8 September (JS). The high count was 340
at Gavin's Point Damon 22 November (JS, WRS).
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- : The high count was 2,200 at L Minatare on 20 November
SJD).
( i : The high count was 64 at LM on 30 August (JS). Other reports
include singles at L Minatare on 19 September (SJD), at Oliver Res on 30 October
(SJD), and at L Minatare on 31 October and 7 November (SJD).

: Single birds were reported at Johnson L (JS) and BOL (SJD)
on 10 August, the only August reports for the season. Very few made it to NE by
the end of the period, obviously a result of the warm fall.

: Two were reported, a juvenile at L Minatare on 21 November
(SJD) and an adult at Sutherland Res on 28 November (SJD).
Mﬁ_ﬁﬂ”_ None was reported probably because of the warm fall weather.

: A little bit of a surprise was a first-winter birdseen

at Conestoga L on 19 and 20 November (JGJ, JS, BP, LP).

- ' : Below Gavin's Point Dam may be the best place to
look for this species late in the fall. This year, a remarkable 4 were found there on
22 November (WRS, JS), and 1 to 3 were spotted off and on there through 29
November (MB, JJ, DLS).

Sabine's Gull: Not as many were reported this year as last, but a "slug"

of reports nonetheless arrived. Specifically, there were 19 reports

totalling 32 birds found 12 September (MB, JG, SJD) through 20 October (JS,
WRS). All birds were juveniles except for an adult at BOL from 30 September to 7
October (JS). High counts included 4 at LM on both 12 September (SJD) and 20
September (SJD).

Caspian Tern: The high count was 7 at Pawnee L on 21 September (JS), and the
latest counts were 3 at L Ogallala/LM on 3 October (JS) and a single at BOL on 7
October (JS).

Commeon Tern: A total of 11 reports involving 43 birds was tallied from 7
August (LF, CF) through 17 October (SJD). The high counts were 18 at LM on 7
September (SJD) and 6 at L Minatare on 27 September (SJD). The last count was a
single reported at LM on 17 October (SJD). _

Eorster's Tern: The high count was 69 at LM on 3 Qctober (SJD). Late birds
were found at Sutherland Res on 1T November (SJD) and Sherman Res on 8
November (JGJ), both record late dates.

Least Tern: The high counts were 10 at L Babcock on 22 August (JGJ) and 7 at
LM on 8 August (SJD).

Black Tern: The high count was 428 at LM on 20 August (SJD), and the last
report was of a single at LM between 17 and 18 October (SJD).

Rock Dove: Routine reports.

Eurasian Collared-Dove: The colony centered around the Roger Newcomb

residence in Kearney continued, with a high count of 9 birds registered there on 24
September (LR, RH fide Roger Newcomb; m.ob.). A "silly bird" was on a nest in a
leafless sycamore there on 23 October (LR, RH). About 2 blocks away, 2 adults and
an immature visited a feeder on 29 November (LB). A single was noted on a wire
with Mourning Doves 7 miles north of Bradshaw on 22 August (JGJ), only the 3rd
record away from Kearney.

Ringed Turtle-Dove: A single, thought by the observer not to be an Eurasian
Collared-Dove, was reported in Lancaster Co on 10 August (fide TEL). This
"species” is not on the NE list, as there is no established population in the state.
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The few scattered records since the early 1970Q's are apparently of escaped
cagebirds.

White-winged Dove: Rather amazing is the persistence of the single bird at
Kearney which apparently thinks itself a Eurasian Collared-Dove. This bird, first
noted on 8 July, was still present on 29 November (LB). It represents NE’s 3rd
documented record.

Mourning Dove: Most had departed from most of the state by mid November.
Wintering birds are generally limited to the Platte Valley and southeastern NE. The
best count was 600 at CLNWR on 30 August (JT).

Black-billed Cuckoo: The last reported were singles spotted at ADF on 1
September (LF, CF) and in Cass Co on 2 September (GW).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: The last reported was one at ADF on 14 September (LF
CF). None was reported west of Saunders and Lancaster Cos.

Barn Owl: Only 2 were reported, singles at Oliver Res on 5 September (DH) and
at Gering Cem from 12 to 13 September (SJD). Most depart by early October.
Eastern Screech-Owl: The only report was of one near the western edge of its
range at Oliver Res on 29 August and on 12 September (SJD). The nearest Western
Screech-Owils to the NE Panhandle are in the Colorado Springs, CO, area.

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports.

Burrowing Owl: The only report was of one at L Minatare on 12 September
(SJD); most depart by mid-Oct.

Barred Owl: The only report was of 2 at FF on 10 September (JS). Reporters
should pass on any sightings of this species outside the Missouri Valley.
Long-eared Qwl: None reported.

Short-eared Owl: The only report was of 3 at Harvard Lagoon on 10 October
(JS). Migrants are usually fairly easy to find in fall (October-December) flying at
dusk at RWB WMAs and WPAs.

Commeon Nighthawk: High counts included 107 at Bellevue on 16 September (LP,
BP) and 100 at Gering on 19 August (AK). The last reported in the west was in
Sioux Co on 16 September (HKH); and in the east, singles were spotted rather late
at Norfolk on 7 October (DH) and at Nebraska City on 13 October (LF, CF). At Alma
about 50 were hawking with Franklin's Gulls on 27 September (GH, WH).

Common Poorwill: The only report came from Gering Cem on 12 September
(MB). Most depart by late September.

Whip-Poor-wijll: Difficult to detect in fall, one was reported from Nebraska City
on 4 September (CF, LF). The latest dates for NE are in mid September.

Chimney Swift: None was reported west of Alma and Kearney. The best count
was 92 at Nebraska City on 25 September (LF, CF), and last report was a rather
late single seen at Alma on 14 October (GH, WH).

White-throated Swift: Counts at Scotts Bluff NM declined from 29 between 12
and 13 September to 3 on 3 October (SJD). The latter date is the latest for NE
except for an undoeumented report on 13 October, 1984, in Lincoln Co. There is,
however, a Kansas record for 2 November, 1978.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Migrants pass through from mid August through
late September, peaking usually in early September; the high count was 10 to 12 at
FF on 10 September (JS). The westernmost report was of 1 to 2 at Alma between
24 August to and September--on the latter date, a rather late adult male appeared
(GH, WH). The latest report was one at FF on 19 September (JS).
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Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Two female/immatures were spotted at Bushnell,
one each on 8 August (SJD) and 9 August (JS, WRS); both were documented.

: The only report was of 3 females/immatures at Bushnell
on 9 August (JS, WRS).

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports.
_ng.l.ﬁ_s_w.Q.Q.d.D.ﬂ.Ek.ﬂ None reported.

: The latest report in the west came from L Minatare
on 3 October (AK); rather Iate juveniles lingered in southwestern Dixon Co until 24
November (JJ) and northwest of Ames until 13 November (DP, JP). Juveniles are
usually the last to leave areas where wintering does not occur.

-belli : Westernmost reports include singles at Sutherland
Res on 7 November (SJD) and at CCM on 29 November (JS); few are reported
farther west.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The only reports were of singles at Boyer Chute
NWR on 20 September (JS) and at NE National Forest, Thomas Co, on 16 October
(fide LR, RH). In fall, migrants are recorded farther west than in spring.
Red-naped Sapsucker: An adult male was photographed at Oliver Res on 27
September (SJD) for only the 4th documented fall record for this species, until
recently considered conspecific with Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. The 4 records
occur in the period between 13 and 29 September and are from the western
Panhandle.

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports.

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports.

Northern Flicker: The best counts, indicative of peak fall movement, were
excellent, suggesting a strong movement this year: 50+ at Red Willow Res on 3
October (CF, LF) and 40 in Buffalo Co on 24 September (LR, RH). The first "Red-
shafted" birds were spotted near Gibbon on 26 September (LR, RH), about normal
for first-fall arrivals of this form.

Pileated Woodpecker: Intriguing was a report of one along a wooded stream 2
miles south of Union, Cass Co, on 7 November (Rod Edwards fide LF). Some details
were provided. Since 1952, there have been about 6 reports along and near the
Missouri Valley in the period from 26 October until winter.

Olive-sided Flycatcher: The only report away from the east was rather late
at Gering Cem between 12 and 13 September (SJD), where it is a rare but regular
migrant between 1 August and 17 September. The remainder of the reports
included two at FF (BP, LP), two at ADF (LF, CF), and one at Lincoln (LE) between
18 August and 12 September.

Western Wood-Pewee; Rather late were 2 reported at Wildcat Hills NC on 17
September (AK). The latest NE date is 19 September. The only other report was of
2 spotted west of Bushnell on 5 September (DH).

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Three appeared near the western edge of the summer
range in the Niobrara Valley at Keller Park on 27 August (DH); another was spotted
at HCR on 30 August (LR, RH). The last reported were singles at Wyuka Cem,
Lincoln, on 12 September (LE) and, rather late, at ADF on 27 September (LF, CF).

: One was reported without details at Neale Woods
on 18 September (B). To increase our scanty knowledge of the fall Empidonax
flycatchers’ migration, observers should provide identification details.

Willow Flycatcher: Reports include 2 at FF on 22 August (B) and 2 in
southwestern Dixon Co on 30 August (JJ). The preceding dates suggest that these
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birds were probably migrants, although this species summers in NE.

Least Flycatcher: Essentially a migrant in NE, the few reports came from the
east, ranging from 17 August in southwestern Dixon Co (JJ) through 20 August at
Boyer Chute NWR (JS). Banding data indicate that adults pass through very early,
often in July, and young birds later, with migration completed by mid September.
Hammond's Flycatcher: Apparently a regular fall migrant through western NE,
and possibly as far east as central NE, the only report (documented) was of one
seen at Oliver Res on 6 September (SJD). There are now 7 documented fall
records, all in the period between 2 and 21 September.

Empidonax sp.: Cautiously not identified to species were some 9 birds in

the east in the period from 5 to 10 September (JS, JRH, TH).

Eastern Phoebe: None was reported west of Alma, where the last was seen on
15 September (GH, WH). The latest overall were singles tallied at Boyer Chute NWR
on 24 September (BP, LP) and at Wolf L on 25 September (TH).

Say's Phoebe: Apparently only a single bird appeared at the outlying
southwestern Dixon Co summer location; it was noted in June (see Summer Report)
and between 6 and 14 August around vacant buildings 3 miles west and 4.5 miles
north of Wakefield (JJ). Three appeared there last year. The last elsewhere was
spotted south of Gering on 17 September (AK).

Great Crested Flvcatcher: The last reported were 3 at FF on 8 September
(BP, LP). Few were reported.

Cassin's Kingbird: Fall aggregations are not unusual, but a good total was
the 27 counted in a "loose flock"” on 20 September in southwestern Kimball Co
(SJD). The last reported were singles (same bird?) rather late in southern Sioux
Co between 24 and 25 September (HKH). According to Dick Rosche, most "yellow-
breasted kingbirds" seen after about 10 September in the Panhandle are Cassin's.
Western Kingbird: The last seen in the east, and only report, was in Cass Co on
1 September (GW); while in the west, the last reported were one at L Minatare on
19 September (SJD) and two south of Gering on 22 September (AK).
Eastern Kingbird: High counts for this species in fall occur in late August,
presumably migrants. This year's best count was a record 60 on 30 August at
both CLNWR (JT) and HCR (LR, RH). Most departed by 19 September, when one was
spotted at Gering Cem (SJD) and 3 in Madison Co (DH); but a very late bird was
seen at Red Willow Res on 3 October (CF, LF).
Loagagerhead Shrike: This species is doing well as a breeding bird on the western
Great Plains, at least in NE. The best count was 14 in southwestern Kimball Co on 8
August (SJD). November records are few, and such birds should be carefully
identified, especially north and west of about Grand Island. Thus, a shrike spotted
northwest of Ames on 6 November surprised the observers when it was not a
Northern (DP, JP). Even later, but not as unexpected, was a single noted in
Lancaster Co on 11 November (LE). Another was reported without details at
Kearney on 15 November (B).

: The earliest was a rather early immature reported north of L
Ogallala on 3 October.{SJD); few are reported prior to mid-Oct. The best counts
included 9 in the Panhandle on 1 November (SJD) and 7 north of Harrison, Sioux Co,
on 28 November (JS). One was seen far to the southeast in Cass Co on 30 October
(GW).
Bell's Vireo: The last reported were several singing at Calamus Res on 7
September (JGJ), tying the late date in the north, and one in eastern Lancaster Co
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on9 September (8P, LP) Late dates in the southeast are in very early October.
: The last of the few reported, all in the Missouri

Valley, was at ADF on 20 September (LF, CF). Summering birds occur throughout
the Missouri Valley but are less common to the north, where one was seen at Ponca
SP on 20 August (JJ).

ireQ: Reports are virtually non-existent away from the western
Pine Ridge breeding range, as this form was only recently accorded species
status. One was spotted at Oliver Res on 6 September (SJD). The latest dates are
between 13 and 17 September.

! : Again this year, there were several reports of this species
from the Panhandle, indicative of regular fall migrant status there. Reports were
of single birds, all at Oliver Res, between 29 August and 2 September (SJD, MB,
m.ob.).

- : Most significant was the 1st Panhandle record, an individual
photographed on 27 September at Gering Cem (SJD). There are, however, a few
documented records for the eastern Colorado plains, mostly in October. Good
numbers were reported, some 35 in all, from central NE eastward and from 2
September at ADF (LF, CF) through 18 October at Boyer Chute NWR, a very late
date (JS). The best count was 5 at Boyer Chute NWR on 20 September (JS) and in
Lancaster Co on 12 September (LE).

Warbling Vireo: The last reports came from the east, 4 birds at Boyer Chute on
20 September (JS) and a single in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 September (JJ).
The best count was 12 at Pibel L on 7 September (JGJ).

Philadelphia Vireo: Five were reported, a good total for fall: somewhat
westerly was one seen near Alda on 6 September, black lores noted (DH); an
excellent total of 3 was reported at FF on 8 September (BP, LP), and one was
spotted at FF on 10 September (JS).

Red-eyed Vireo: The best count was 8 at both Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woads, on
13 September (JS, WRS) and Boyer Chute NWR on 20 September (JS). The last
reported were singles in southwestern Dixon Co 27 September (JJ) and at Ponca
SP on 27 September (JJ).

Blue Jay: Migrants are in evidence between late September and early October,
such as the 40 seen at FL on 13 September (LR, RH).

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of 4 in Monroe Canyon on 21 November (SJD).
Clark's Nutcracker: A surprising record was of a single bird at Cedar View

on the north shore of LM on 1 November (SJD); no others were reported, even
from the usual haunts in the west Pine Ridge.

Black-billed Magpie: Singles were reported further to the southeast than usual,
even for fall, when wandering birds are expected east of their summer range. Most
unexpected was one at Spiker, central Washington Co, on 25 October, considered
the "first modern record" there (GJ, JGJ); and singles were in southeastern
Cuming €o on 25 October (LE), and east of Fairbury, Jefferson Co, on 5 November
(B).

American Crow: The best count was 760 at Johnson L on 10 October (LR, RH).
This species is strongly migratory on the Great Plains, the fall peak usually
occurring in late October.

Horned Lark: Estimates of 1000 were made in southeastern Phelps Co on 22
November (LR, RH), at FL the same day (LR, RH), at Johnson L on 28 November
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(LR, RH), and at Jensen Lagoon the same day (LR, RH). Maybe the same flock
followed the observers around?

Purple Martin: The best count totaled a modest 55 at ADF on 10 August (LF, CF),
and the last count was 2 immatures at FL on 22 August (LR, RH). The farthest count
to the west was a single spotted at Aima on 20 August (GH, WH).

Tree Swallow: Best counts were 45 in Otoe Co on 21 August (LF ,CF) and 42 at
Wagontrain L on 1 August (LE), presumably summering birds; peak movement
usually occurs in September.

Yiolet-Green OSwallow: The only reports came, as expected, from the
Panhandle: presumed migrants were 30 reported south of Gering on 4 August and
the 2 there on 23 August (AK), the latter a rather late date.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: The best counts were 93 in Otoe Co on 21
August and 85 there on 23 September (LF, CF). The last reported was a single at
Sherman Res on 4 October (LR, RH), tying the latest date away from the east.
Bank Swallow: The best count was an excellent 200 at FL on 15 August (LR, RH).
The last spotted was a single at Wood Duck Area on 11 September (DH).

Cliff Swallow: The best count was 500 in southwestern Dixon Co on 30 August
(JJ). The last reported were 2 at Sherman Res on 4 October (LR, RH), a rather
late date.

Barn Swallow: A record high count of 2700 was made at L Ogallala on 3 October
(SJD); and 1000 were seen at CLNWR on 30 August (JT). The last reported were 4
at BOL on 18 October (JS).

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports.

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports.

Red-breasted Nuthatch: As is usual, the first non-resident birds appeared in
late August: a single at L Minatare on 28 August (SJD) and 4 at Oliver Res the next

day (SJD). The best count was 6 at Oliver Res on 24 September (SJD). The
farthest to the southeast reported included a single in Sarpy Co on 20 September
(BP, LP) and another at BOL on 19 November (JS).

White-breasted Nuthatch: At the western edge of the breeding range in the
Platte Valley, one appeared near Gibbon on 1 August (LR, RH). The singles reported
at Smith L, Sheridan Co, on 30 August (JT) and in the NE National Forest, Thomas
Co, on 16 October (fide LR, RH) appeared at locations where only small numbers
summer.

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports.

Brown Creeper: The 1 to 2 reported at FF between 5 and 10 September (JS)
were presumed to be summering birds; but migrants may arrive in late September,
and so the single seen at Boyer Chute on 20 September (JS), where breeding is not
known to occur, was probably a migrant, albeit rather an early one. Another one
was reported in Lincoln on 11 October (LE), a more usual arrival time.

Rock Wren: Reports all came from the western Panhandle. The best count was 8
in southwestern Kimball Co on 12 September (SJD); and the last singles were
reported there and at Scotts Bluff NM on 17 October (SJD), the 3rd latest date
ever.

Carolina Wren: Reports came from the expected range, north to Sarpy Co,
where as many as 5 were seen at FF on 11 October (JS) and west to Lancaster Co,
where one was spotted at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, the same day (LE).

Bewick's Wren: 'One was reported near Alma on 18 October (GH, WH); the
details were forwarded to the NOU Records Committee for consideration. This
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report would represent only the 12th fall record and 2nd latest ever for the state.
There are 2 previous fall reports for Lincoln Co, and a later report on 23 October,
1965, in Douglas-Sarpy Cos.

: The best count, indicative of peak movement, was 15 at ADF on 23
September (LF,CF). Last was one in southwestern Dixon Co on 25 October (JJ), a
rather late date; there are only 8 later reports, none documented, however.

: This species was widely reported this fall, including a western
report of a smgle at Gering Cem on 3 October (SJD)--where it is only acasual
migrant--which was likely the Rocky Mountain subspecies pacificus, which winters
in low numbers on the eastern Colorado plains. The one banded at NE National
Forest, Thomas Co, on 8 October (RG), where it is also only casual in occurrence,
and another seen at Niobrara on 3 October (MB) were likely the eastern subspecies
hiemalis, which is a migrant and scarce winter resident in the Missouri Valley. The
earliest counts overall were the two 3 October birds noted above, followed by one
in southwestern Dixon Co on S October (JJ), the Thomas Co bird mentioned earlier,
and one spotted at FF on 10 October (B).

: Birds present in early August may be breeding; such birds were one
at Jack Sinn Marsh on 3 August (BP, LP), another at BOL the same day (BP, LP), 4
in the observers' yard on 8 August (LR, RH), and up to 5 at FL between 8 and 10
August (LR, RH). The best count of migrants was 13 at Arbor L on 3 October (LE),
and the last count, and 4th latest ever, was 3 on 25 October at Big Daddy's
Ornithological Gardens, a strip of abandoned railroad right-of-way in Clay Co being
restored by the observer (JGJ).
Marsh Wren: The one reported at the cattail marsh recently {re-?) established
near LaPlatte Bottoms in Sarpy Co on 4 August (BP, LP) shows how quickly new
habitat can be occupied. Summering birds were at FL until 15 August (LR, RH),
indicating the beginning of fall movement. No high counts were reported, although
mast reports occurred in September, suggesting peak movement. The six reported
at L Ogallala on 27 November (JS) were presumably planning (?) on overwintering.
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Earliest to arrive was one at L Ogallala on 3 October
(SJD), and the best count was 19 seen there on 28 November (SJD). This species
commonly lingers into winter, especially in the southeast.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports were numerous, with arrival early and
departure late. The earliest spotted was a single on 2 September in Antelope Co
(DH); but another spotted near Alda the same day, one at Neale Woods on 10
September (B), 2 at FF on 12 September (JS), and as many as 10 at Krimlofski
Tract, Neale Woods, on 13 September (JS, WRS) were rather early at those
latitudes, suggestive of a strong early push southward. This species normally
moves southward across the state slowly in fall. The best counts were 20 at Camp
Wakonda on 21 September (BP, LP) and 17 at Boyer Chute NWR on 20 September
(JS). Few are reported after early November in the north and west, but this year
there were several: 3 to 4 were seen at L Ogallala between 28 and 29 November
(SJD), and singles appeared at Oliver Res and Sutherland Res on 7 November (SJD).

: A recent development, which continued this fall, is the

number of sightings in the Panhandle. As many as 6 were reported at Stage Hill
Road, Scotts Bluff Co, on 20 August (SJD), where at least 3 summered; 1 to 2
were spotted at Oliver Res between 29 and 30 August (SJD); one was seen south of
CLNWR on 7 September (SJD), and one was reported south of |-80, Exit 1 on 12
September (SJD). In the east, previous late dates were September 10, 11, and 12,
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with exceptional dates of 25 September and 11 November (the latter
undocumented); but this fall alone, there were 3 such reports: one was at FF on 15
September (B); one was at Bellevue on 15 September (BP, LP), and one was very
late and rather far north in southwestern Dixon Co on 27 September (JJ).
Eastern Bluebird: This species also was widely reported and in large numbers,
including 200 between Center and Niobrara on 3 October (MB), and an amazing 50
about as far west as one can get in NE, at Wildcat Hills NC on 17 October (fide AK).
Also, 50 were reported at HCR on 15 November (LR, RH).

Mountain Bluebird: The only reports came from the breeding range in Sioux and
Kimball Cos. The best count was 133 in southwestern Kimball Co on 13 October
(SJD), and the last count, rather late, came from southern Sioux Co on 5 November
(HKH). None was reported to the east. Departure from the breeding range is
usually completed by early November.

JTownsend's Solitaire: The earliest count was 2 at Scotts Bluff NM between 12
and 13 September (SJD); and farthest east were the 2 reported northwest of
Kearney on 24 October (fide TEL) and a single spotted 5 miles south of Kearney on
15 November (Charlie Chase fide LR, RH). Earliest dates in the east occur in mid
November, and so the eastward movement of potential wintering birds was about
on schedule. There were "numerous” reports south of Gering (AK), and 6

were seen at NE National Forest, Thomas Co, on 10 October (RG).

Veery: None reported.

Swainson's Thrush: The best count was 4 at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, on 20
September (LE), where the earliest appeared on 5 September (LE); and the last one
was spotted in southern Sioux Co on 10 October (HKH).

Hermit Thrush: Of interest were reports of the Rocky Mountain subspecies
auduboni in the Panhandle: 2 were spotted at Oliver Res on 23 October, and another
was reported there on 1 November (SJD); the latter is the latest Panhandle date
for Hermit Thrush. To date, the few records of auduboni in NE come from the
Panhandle in the period between 12 October and 1 November, although there are
about 9 additional Panhandle reports of Hermit Thrush in the period from 23
September to 20 October, likely all auduboni. In the east, the earliest sighting was
a single at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, on 1 October (B); and last was reported at
ADF on 27 October (LE).

Wood Thrush: None reported.

American Robin: Good numbers were noted this fall, including 350 at

NE National Forest, Thomas Co, on 16 October (LR, RH), 200+ at Wood Duck

Area on 9 October (DH), and 200 at FL on 30 August (LR, RH). Fall flocks can
appear as early as late July.

Gray Catbird: The last spotted in the west was rather late, at L Ogallala on 3
October (SJD); there are only S Panhandle dates between September and October.
In the east, the latest reports were singles at FF (B) and in Bellevue (BP, LP) on 17
October.

Northern Mockingbird: The best count was 5 in Kimball Co on 7 August (B).
This speciés is more numerous in the west, where the western subspecies
leucopterus occurs.

Sage Thrasher: About 6 were reported (JS, SJD, BP, LP), all from Kimball Co,
in the period from 8 August to 6 September, typical for this species.

Brown Thrasher: The best count was 11 at ADF on 22 September (CF, LF),
indicative of peak movement. The last reported were singles at Pibel L on 31
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October (JGJ), rather late for the location, and at BOL on 31 October (LE).
Curve-billed Thrasher: The report of one in Douglas Co on 13 August (B) came
without details or any further information and would appear to be a
misidentification.

: The best count was 2000 feasting on berries on 3 November
south of Germg, observers were warned to park carefully (AK).

: Reports occurred statewide, with 2 spotted in Lancaster

Co (B) on 17 September and a single noted at Sutherland Res (SJD) on 7 November,
normal dates for fall migration in this species. The best count was 68 at LM on 3
October (SJD).
Sorague’s Pipit: None reported.

: A few flocks appeared on the Pine Ridge at the end of the
period: 419 were reported in Monroe Canyon on 21 November (SJD), and 254 were
counted in 2 flocks in Monroe and Sowbelly Canyons on 28 November (JS).

: The best count was 151--reduced as the observer watched to
150 by a Sharp-shinned Hawk--in Fremont on 3 November (DH).
Tennessee Warbler: All reports came from the Missouri Valley. The earliest
report was one at FF on 22 August (JS), and the last another single at FF on 13
September. Unexpected was one in the observers' yard in Bellevue on 24 October
(BP, LP), the 4th latest ever.
Orange-crowned Warbler: This statewide migrant (one of few) appeared first
on 29 August at Oliver Res, a single (SJD), and last was spotted at ADF on 24
October, also a single (CF, LF). These dates outline the normal migration period.
The best counts were excellent: 36 at FF on 11 October (JS) and 32 at L Ogallala on
3 October (SJD).
Nashville Warbler: Only a casual migrant in the Panhandle, the 6th fall record
there was one at Oliver Res on 27 September (SJD). Otherwise, westerly were
singles spotted near Gibbon on 24 September (LR, RH), at Calamus Res on 19
September (JGJ), and at NE National Forest on 16 October (fide LR, RH). The
earliest reported were 2 rather early at FF on 22 August (JS); the best count was
12 there on 12 September (JS); and the last count was one at Bellevue on 24
October (BP, LP).
Northern Parula: Most unexpected was only the 2nd fall Panhandle record, an
adult male at the Gering Cem on 6 September (SJD). The first was a specimen
collected on 12 September, 1919! The few additional reports come from the
Missouri Valley, where even there it is rare in fall. The last reported were a
surprising 4 birds seen on 13 September, 2 at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, and
singles at FF and Neale Woods (JS, WRS). Other reports were of singles at FF on 7
September (B) and on 12 September (JS). A
Yellow Warbler: The last reported were 3 at Black Island on 26 September (DH).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Only the 10th record west of Lancaster Co was one
seen at Calamus Res on 19 September (JGJ). The few other reports came from the
Missouri Valley, the earliest at FF on 5 September (JS) and the last one in Bellevue
on 20, September (BP LP).

: One of the more likely "eastern" warblers to appear in the

Panhandle, but only the 7th fall Panhandle record, was an adult male spotted in
northeastern Morrill Co on 6 September (SJD). The other reports were from the
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