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Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee:
A Review of the First 25 Years (1985-2009)

Mark A. Brogie
508 Seeley, Box 316
Creighton, NE 68729

The year 2009 marked the 25th year of existence of the Nebraska
Omithologists' Union Records Committee (NOURC). Its beginning can be traced to
one person - Wayne Mollhoff. Wayne raised the need for a records committee in the
spring of 1985 at the NOU Annual Meeting in Gretna, Nebraska. At the general
membership meeting, then-president Gary Lingle appointed Wayne to form a
committee to establish a Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee.
Using procedures from several other states' records committees, Wayne developed a
set of operating guidelines or by-laws specific to Nebraska. Further discussion of a
records committee continued at the 1985 NOU Fall Meeting at Halsey. At this
meeting, by-laws and nominees to serve on the NOU Records Committee were
presented and approved by the NOU Board of Directors, thus establishing the
NOURC. Wayne was selected to serve as its first chairperson.

The functions and methods of the NOURC are described in its by-laws,
which are printed in this issue and can also be found on the NOU website:
www.noubirds.org. The Committee's purpose is to provide a procedure for
documenting unusual bird sightings and to establish a list of all documented birds
found in Nebraska. The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published
in 1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988) and has been updated three times (NOU
Records Committee 1997, 2004, 2009) and appended nineteen times (Brogie 1997,
1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009; Grenon 1990, 1991;
Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003; Mollhoff 1989). A
chronological listing of all NOURC reports published in The Nebraska Bird Review
(NBR) is listed below (Appendix 1). Included in this listing are all NOURC
accession numbers and NOURC members involved in the particular year of the
NOURC Report.

The documentation of many species over the years has helped to clarify
their status and distribution in Nebraska. As a result, the NOURC annually
determines the frequency of occurrence for all species in Nebraska, categorizing them
as regular (reported 9 or more of last 10 years), casual (reported 4-7 years of last 10
years), or accidental (reported less than 2 of last 10 years). The NOURC actively
seeks documentation for birds listed as casual and accidental, and for any species not
currently on the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska”. These records are voted on
by the Committee. This listing and a “rare birds” documentation form can be found
on the NOU website (http://www.noubirds.org/Birds/Birds.aspx). The Committee
also seeks documentation for any species out of normal date/range distribution.
These records are filed without votes.

Since its inception, and through 2009, the NOURC has filed 1266 records
of 263 species that are on the current “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 20097,
and an additional 34 records of species/genera not currently on the “Official List”
(hybrids, exotics, etc.) have also been accessioned (Appendix 2). In order for a
record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is required with no more than
one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Each account of an accepted
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record includes a brief statement noting the species, class, date, location, and
initial(s) of observers. Reviews of documentations over the past 25 years have led to
51 species added and 3 species deleted from the “Official List of the Birds of
Nebraska” as shown in Appendix 1.

Occasionally, as shown in Appendix 2, some documentations for a species
will be voted on while others will be filed without voting. This reflects the
Committee's continuing advances in understanding of the abundance of a certain
species. There may have been few records for a species submitted and therefore the
Committee requested documentations for that species. When enough sightings were
reported, it became clear the species was common enough that the Committee no
longer requested documentation for that species, hence continued documentations
were filed without votes. This illustrates the important role people who submit
records have in our understanding of the distribution and abundance of Nebraska
birds.

All records of the NOURC are available to interested persons at the NOU
archives  at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE.
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian or NOURC Chair, whose
addresses can be found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review and on the
NOU website (http://www.noubirds.org).

CURRENT NOURC MEMBERS:

Mark A. Brogie (MAB), chair, Paul Dunbar (PD), Joseph A. Gubanyi (JAG), Bill
Huser (BH), Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Loren Padelford (LP), W. Ross Silcock
(WRS), T.J. Walker (TJW)

PAST NOURC MEMBERS:

Tanya Bray (TB), R.G. Cortelyou (RGC), Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Ruth Green
(RG), Alan G. Grenon (AGG), Robin Harding (RH), Alice Kenitz (AK), Thomas E.
Labedz (TEL), Gary Lingle (GL), Wayne J. Mollhoff (WJM), Babs Padelford (BP),
Bill Sharf (BS), John Sullivan (JS), Jerry Toll (JT), Rick Wright (RW).

Appendix 1

Chronological Listing of NOURC Articles Published in The Nebraska
Bird Review Showing Additions and Deletions to the “Official List of
the Birds of Nebraska” (1986-2009)

NOU Records Committee. 1986. By-laws of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 54(4):72-74.

Molthoff WJ. 1987. First report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 55(4):79-85. ‘
(Accessions #1-65) NOURC: WJM-Chair,TB,RGC,RG,AK, TEL,GL,BP.
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NOU Records Committee. 1988. The official list of the birds of Nebraska.
(406 species) Mollhoff WJ, compiler. NBR 56(4):86-96.

Mollhoff WJ. 1989. Second report of the NOU Records Committee.

NBR 57(2):42-47.
(Accessions #66-150) NOURC: WIM-Chair,TB,RG,AK, TEL,GL,BP.
Additions:
1. Great Black-backed Gull
2. Inca Dove
3. Ash-throated Flycatcher
4. Evening Grosbeak (inadvertently left off “Official List” - 1988).

Grenon AG. 1990. Third report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 58(4):90-97.
(Accessions #151-245) NOURC: AGG-Chair,
TB,MAB,JAG,AK,TEL,WJM,BP.
Additions:
1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck
2. Greater Sage-Grouse
3. Sage Sparrow

Grenon AG. 1991. Fourth report of the NOU Records Committee.

NBR 59(4):150-155.
(Accessions #246-294) NOURC: AGG-Chair,
TB,MAB,JAG,TEL,WIM,LP,RW.
‘Additions:
1. Vermilion Flycatcher
Deletions:
1. Carolina Chickadee
2. Brown Towhee

NOU Records Committee. 1995. List of species for which the Records Committee
seeks documentation. Gubanyi JA, compiler. NBR 63(1):12-13.

Gubanyi JA. 1996a. 1992, 1993 (fifth) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 64(1):30-35.
(Accessions #295-358) NOURC: JAG-Chair,
MAB,RH,BH,JGJ,TEL,LP,BS,WRS.

------ . 1996b. 1994 (sixth) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 64(2):38-42.
(Accessions #359-360; 362; 364-366; 368-395) NOURC: JAG-Chair,
MAB,RH,BH,JGJ,TEL,LP,WRS.

------ . 1996¢. 1995 (seventh) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 64(4):132-138.
(Accessions #396-450; 480-490) NOURC: JAG-Chair,
MAB,RH,BH,JGJ,AK,TEL,LP,WRS.
Additions:
1. Ruff
2. Little Gull
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3. Ross's Gull

4, Lesser Black-backed Gull
5. Glaucous-winged Gull

6. White-winged Dove

7. Mountain Chickadee

8. Virginia's Warbler

NOU Records Committee. 1997. The official list of the birds of Nebraska.
{427 species) Gubanyi JA, compiler. NBR 65(1):3-16.

Brogie MA. 1997. 1996 (eighth) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 65(3):115-126.
(Accessions #451-479; 491-614) NOURC: MAB-Chair,
RH,BH,JGJ,AK, TEL,LP,WRS.
Additions:
1. Yellow-billed Loon
2. Mew Gull
3. Band-tailed Pigeon
4. Acorn Woodpecker
5. Cave Swallow
6. Split of Northern Oriole into Baltimore Oriole and Bullock's Oriole

Brogie MA. 1998. 1997 (ninth) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 66(4):147-159.
{Accessions #615-760; 361; 363; 367) NOURC: MAB-Chair,
SJD,RH,BH,JGJ,AK, TEL,WRS.
Additions:
1. Emperor Goose
2. Garganey
3. Curlew Sandpiper
4. Eurasian Collared-Dove
5. Split of Solitary Vireo into Blue-headed Vireo. Cassin's Vireo, and
Plumbeous Vireo
6. (Above vireo split resulted in adding two species)
7. Scott's Oriole

Brogie MA. 1999. 1998 (tenth) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 67(4):141-152.
(Accessions #761-810, 812-868) NOURC: MAB-Chair,
SID,RH,BH,JGJ,AK, TEL,WRS.

Jorgensen JG. 2001. 1999 (11th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 69(2):85-91.

(Accessions #869-872 Deleted, 875, 877-888, 890-891,893-905, 907-909,
911-913, 915-924, 926-929, 931-932, 934-935, 945, 981). NOURC:
JGJ-Chair,SJD,RH,AK, TEL,BP,LP,JS.
Additions:
1. Glossy Ibis
2. White Ibis
3. Tufted Duck
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4. Gray Flycatcher

5. Black-throated Gray Warbler
6. Hepatic Tanager

7. Brambling

Jorgensen JG. 2002. 2002 [sic] (12th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
(mistitled 2000 report) NBR 70(2):84-90.
(Accessions #930, 933, 936-944, 946-967, 969-976, 978-980, 982-987,
994-996). NOURC: JGJ-Chair,SJD,RH,AK,TEL,BP,LP JS.
Additions:
1. Reddish Egret
2. Arctic Tern
3. Dusky Flycatcher
4. Black Rosy-Finch

Jorgensen JG. 2003. 2001 (13th) report of the NOU Records Commiittee.
NBR 71(2):97-102.
(Accessions #874, 892, 906, 910, 914, 925, 968, 977, 988-993, 997-1010).
NOURC: JGJ-Chair,SID,AK,BP,LP,JS,WRS,JIT.

Brogie MA. 2003. 2002 (14th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 71(3):136-142.
(Accessions #811, 1011-1048). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
SID,JAG,BP,LP,WRSJT.
Additions:
1. Costa's Hummingbird
2. Hermit Warbler

Brogie MA. 2004a. 2003 (15th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 72(2): 59-65.
(Accessions #1049-1084). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
JAG,JGJ,BP,LP,WRS,JT.

NOU Records Committee. 2004a. The official list of the birds of Nebraska: 2003.
(447 species) Brogie MA, compiler. NBR 72(3):108-126.

NOU Records Committee. 2004b. Changes to the bylaws of the NOU Records
Committee. Brogie MA, compiler. NBR 72(2):65.

------ . 2004c¢. Correction to the 2001 (13th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 72(2):65.

------ . 2004d. Species for which the NOU Records Committee seeks documentation.
Brogie MA, compiler. NBR 72(2):66-68.

Brogie MA. 2005. 2004 (16th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 73(2):78-84.
(Accessions #1085-1109). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
JAG,JGJ),BP,LP,WRS,JT.
Additions:
1. Cackling Goose (split of Canada Goose complex)
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NOU Records Committee. 2005a. Correction to the 2002 NOURC report.
NBR 73(2):84.

------ . 2005b. Correction to the official list of the birds of Nebraska: 2003.
NBR 73(2):84.

Brogie MA. 2006. 2005 (17th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 74(2):69-74.
(Accessions #1110-1130). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
JAG,JGJ,BP,LP,WRS,IJT.

Brogie MA. 2007. 2006 (18th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 75(3):86-94.
(Accessions #1131-1175). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
PD,JAG,JGJ,WRS,JT, TIW.

Brogie MA. 2008. 2007 (19th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 76(3):111-119.
(Accessions #1176-1205). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
PD,JAG,BH,JGJLP, TIW.
Additions:
1. Frigatebird species
2. Zone-tailed Hawk
3. Royal Tern
4. Eurasian Tree Sparrow

Brogie MA. 2009a. 2008 (20th) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 77(2):80-90.
(Accessions #1206-1270 & 873). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
PD,BH,JGJ,LP,WRS, TIW.

NOU Records Committee. 2009a. The official list of the birds of Nebraska: 2009.
(454 species) Brogie MA, compiler. NBR 77(3):112-131.

NOU Records Committee. 2009b. Accidental and casual species for which the
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee seeks documentation.
Brogie MA, compiler. NBR 77(3):131-132.

Brogie MA. 2009b. 2009 (21st) report of the NOU Records Committee.
NBR 77(4):160-168.
(Accessions #1271-1318). NOURC: MAB-Chair,
PD,JAG,BH,LP,WRS, TJW.
Additions:
1. Magnificent Frigatebird (replaces Frigatebird species - 2008)
2. Fish Crow
3. Grace's Warbler
Deletions:
1. Frigatebird species
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Appendix 2. A list of all species, genera and hybrids for which
documented sightings were submitted from 1986-2009, showing NOURC
action taken for each submission including whether or not it was accepted
or filed without votes. Entries in bold are species that are not on the
"Official List of the Birds of Nebraska". Class designations are defined in
the NOURC bylaws which can be found on pages 167-170 in this issue
and on the NOU website: www.noubirds.org.
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Brewer's Blackbird 1] 1 ,
Common Grackle 1 R
Great-tailed Grackle 1 1
Audubon's Oriole 1 | B
Scott's Oriole 4 2 | 2
Brambling 4 1 2 .1
| Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 7 ‘1 2 113
Black Rosy-Finch ) 5 1 4
Pine Grosbeak ~ 5 2 3
Purple Finch 1 1
Cassin's Finch 2 L 2
Red Crossbill 42 1 b
White-winged Crossbil 9. 4 | 4
Common Redpoll B |2 A 1
Lesser Goldfinch T 9 3 3
Eurasian Tree Sparow 1 1
Totals 1300 19 1 375 14 | 7 | 641 147 | 97
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