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NEWS AND NOTES

CONFERENCES

March 28-30, 2012

The University of Nebraska’s Center for Great Plains
Studies presents its 38th Interdisciplinary Symposium
in collaboration with Homestead National Monument
of America, National Park Service. “1862-2012: The
Making of the Great Plains” will be held at the University
of Nebraska—Lincoln.

In 1862, Congress passed four landmark pieces of leg-
islation: the Homestead Act, the Morrill Act, the Pacific
Railroad Act, and the act to establish the U.S. Department
of Agriculture; it was also the year of the fateful Dakota
Conflict. These acts and events fundamentally shaped
the Great Plains. This symposium will examine their
consequences for the society, culture, and commerce of
the Great Plains.

The public is encouraged to register for the confer-
ence. Contact the Center by e-mail: cgps@unl.edu; or
web site: www.unl.edu/plains.

March 30-31, 2012

The 144th Annual Meeting of the Kansas Academy of
Science will be held at Wichita State University. Web site:
www.kansasacademyscience.org/. The Keynote Speaker
is Dr. Andrew H. Knoll, Fisher Professor of Natural His-
tory & Professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Har-
vard University Botanical Museum.

April 20, 2012
The Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Academy of Sci-
ences and the Nebraska Junior Academy of Sciences
State Science Meeting will be held at Nebraska Wes-
leyan University in Lincoln, Nebraska. Web site: www.
neacadsci.org.

May 9-11, 2012

The 64th Annual Meeting of the Rocky Mountain
Section of the Geological Society of America will be
in Albuquerque, NM. Rio Geo Fiesta!l Web site: www.
geosociety.org/Sections/rm/2012mtg/.

June 25-28, 2012

The Seventh International Conference on Interdisci-
plinary Social Sciences will held at Universidad Abat
Oliba CEU in Barcelona, Spain. More information may
be found at www.SocialSciencesConference.com.
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July 26-29, 2012

The 75th Annual Meeting of the Rural Sociologi-
cal Society will be held at the Palmer House Hotel in
Chicago.

By this time pretty much everybody knows that 2012
is the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the Rural
Sociological Society and that our meetings will be held
in the same hotel where the RSS was launched in 1937.
What you may not realize is that 2012 is also the 150th
Anniversary of the founding of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, the federal agency that has primary respon-
sibility for the quality of life in rural America. This con-
fluence should encourage us to use the annual meetings
as a time of reflection not only of the path traveled but the
road ahead. What policies—public and otherwise—have
contributed to the patchwork of uneven prosperity we find
at home and abroad and how can we do better?

The theme for this meeting is “Local Solutions to In-
equality.” For more information, see the web site: www.
ruralsociology.org.

August 5-10, 2012
The 97th Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society
of America will be held in Portland, OR. This meet-
ing’s theme is “Life on Earth: Preserving, Utilizing, and
Sustaining our Ecosystems.” Web site: www.esa.org/
portland/index.php.

November 4-7, 2012

The Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of
America will be in Charlotte, NC. The theme is “Geosci-
ences: Investing in the Future” Web site: www.geoso-
ciety.org/meetings/.

November 11-14, 2012

The 60th Annual Meeting of the Entomological So-
ciety of America will be held in Knoxville, TN. This
year’s theme is “A Global Society for a Global Science.”
Covering all aspects of the science, the section & member
symposia will provide insight into many of the world’s
most vexing problems that affect you and the global com-
munity, and will help you with your research. Web site:
www.entsoc.org/entomology2012.
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November 14-18, 2012

The 111th Annual Meeting of the American Anthro-
pological Association will be held in San Francisco, CA.
The theme is “Borders and Crossings.” San Francisco of-
fers the perfect venue for thinking about border crossings
across time, space, embodied differences, language and
culture. If we have learned anything in the last decade
with the increasing globalization of social movements,
the election of the first black US president, and the legal-
ization of gay marriage in five states, it is that borders—
taboos, injunctions, stigmas and resource flows—are not
fixed, but open to renegotiation. It is in that spirit that
we dedicate this meeting to recognizing our discipline’s
borders and those borders’ permeability to relevant trans-
gressions. Web site: www.aaanet.org/meetings/.

Charles E. Bessey Award

Great Plains Research is pleased to announce the win-
ners of the Charles E. Bessey Award for the best paper
in natural sciences published during the volume year of
2011 are Alexander J. Smart, Matthew J. Nelson, Peter J.
Bauman, and Gary E. Larson for their paper, “Effects of
Herbicides and Grazing on Floristic Quality of Native Tall-
grass Pastures in Eastern South Dakota and Southwestern
Minnesota,” Great Plains Research 21 (Fall 2011):181—89.
The annual award includes a cash prize of $250.

Smart is a professor, Nelson a graduate student, and
Larson a professor, all in the Department of Natural Re-
source Management at South Dakota State University.
Bauman is with the Nature Conservancy in Clear Lake,
SD.

Leslie Hewes Award
The winners of the Leslie Hewes Award for the best
paper in social sciences published in Great Plains Re-

search during the volume year 2011 are Peter J. Longo
and Joan M. Blauwkamp for their paper, “Workplace

© 2012 Center for Greot Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Great Plains Research Vol. 22 No. 1, 2012

Religious Accommodation for Muslims and the Promise
of State Constitutionalism,” Great Plains Research 21
(Spring 2011):3-15. This annual award also includes a
cash prize of $250.

Longo is professor of political science and Blauw-
kamp is associate professor of political science, both at
the University of Nebraska at Kearney.

Atlas wins awards

The Atlas of the Great Plains by Stephen J. Lavin,
Fred M. Shelley, and J. Clark Archer, Foreword by David
J. Wishart, Introduction by John C. Hudson, published
by the University of Nebraska Press in 2011, has received
two awards: the 2011 Booklist Editor’s Choice, reference
category; and one of three best reference works in the
Travel & Geography category by the Library Journal
Reviews (February 28, 2012).

With more than 300 maps and diagrams, this
beautifully crafted atlas complements the ear-
lier, award-winning Encyclopedia of the Great
Plains (Univ. of Nebraska). As defined here,
the region stretches across 15 states and three
provinces from Alberta to Texas, an area of
973,500 square miles. The atlas includes both
reference and thematic maps. The latter depict
the areas’ environment, history, employment,
politics, religion, recreation, and other social
indicators. Where else could you have succes-
sive maps on symphony orchestras, rodeos, and
powwows? LJ 11/1/11

The Center for Great Plains Studies was one of the
supporters for the publication. J. Clark Archer is a fellow
of the Center and past editor of Great Plains Research.
The late Stephen J. Lavin was also a fellow of the Center.
David J. Wishart is a fellow of the Center and editor of the
Encyclopedia of the Great Plains.
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