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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2008 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

Vol. 76 No. J 

Generally excellent water conditions in the southeast, including the 
Rainwater Basin, and in the Sandhills resulted in some notable breeding records, 
such as Eared Grebes in York County. Ducks were numerous in the Sandhills, 
especially Redhead. These conditions may have encouraged shorebirds to linger; 
several late spring records were noted. 

Three western species were found eastward; Western Wood-Pewee and 
Cordilleran Flycatcher were not unexpected based on recent records, but a major 
surprise was a pair of Pygmy Nuthatches in Cherry County. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
LM: L Mcconaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee 
.Res: Reservoir 
R WB: Rainwater Basin, southcentral and southeast Nebraska 
SCP: (Audubon) Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
SP: State Park 
SRA: State Recreation Area 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

GAZETTEER 

Bohemia Prairie: WMA, Knox Co 
Calamus Res: SRA/WMA, Loup/Garfield Cos 
Chadron SP: Dawes Co 
Funk: Funk Lagoon WPA, Phelps Co 
Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co 
Hultine: WPA, Clay Co 
Sandhills: large sandhill prairie region n.-cen. Nebraska 
Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co 
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OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue 
AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney 
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B&DW: Bruce and Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BM: Bob Manasek, Gering 
CG: Cory Gregory, Ames, IA 
CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CT: Chris Thody, Martell 
CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala 
D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 
GS: Gerald Schmidt, Lincoln 
JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 
JF: James Flavin, Chadron 
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Linooln 
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 
JP: Jerry Probst, Sioux City, IA 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
L&CF: Larry & Carol Falk, Nebraska City 
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 
LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon 
LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MCv: Matthew Cvetas, Evanston, IL 
ME: Mike Ellis, Omaha 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 
RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon 
RS: Rod Smith, Scottsbluff 
RT: Robin Tyser, La Crosse, WI 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SK: Steven Knode, Scottsbluff 
TF: Tim Fennell, Round Rock, TX 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
TL: Ted LaGrange, Lincoln 
WF: William Flack, Madison 
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WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
ZC: Zach Cunningham, Lincoln 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Vol. 76 No. 3 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: One at Wagon Train L, Lancaster Co, 21-25 Jul 
(GSc et al., photo) was the 6th documented record for this summer visitor. 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck at Wagon Train SRA, 23 July 2008. 
Photo courtesy of Judy Foreman. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: The only straggler reported summered in Madison 
Co (MB). 

Snow Goose: The usual summer stragglers were reported from the east; as expected, 
the best tally was from the e. RWB, 20 on 22 Jun (JGJ). One at LM 7 Jun 
(SJD) was westerly for summer. 

Ross's Goose: A single at Hultine 2 Jun (LE) was a late migrant. 
Cackling Goose: Rather late were singles near Nebraska City I Jun (L&CF) and at 

Hultine 2 Jun (LE), while another in the e. R WB 22 Jun (JGJ) may have been 
summering. 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 
Trumpeter Swan: Routine reports. 
Wood Duck: Routine reports. 
Gadwall: Routine reports. 
American Wigeon: Two in se. Keith Co 17 Jun (TJW) were late stragglers; 

breeding is rare in Nebraska. 
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Mallard: Routine reports. 
Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 
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Cinnamon Teal: There are few summer records away from known breeding areas, 
thus singles at Funk 13-14 Jun (PD,KS) and Utica SL 30 Jun (JG) were 
unexpected. Despite several R WB summer records, breeding has not been 
confirmed there. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 
Northern Pintail: Unusually high numbers were reported well into Jun away from 

regular breeding areas, including 40 in the e. RWB 14 and 22 Jun (JGJ). 
"Surprisingly high numbers" were in Custer and Lincoln Cos 20 Jun (TJW), 
and 7 were in Custer Co 9 Jun (SJD). Breeding may occur anywhere in the 
state. 

Green-winged Teal: The 35 in thee. RWB 22 Jun (JGJ) was unusual; late Jun and 
Jul birds may be molt migrants, as breeding away from the w. Sandhills is 
rare. 

Canvasback: A pair at North Platte SL 8 Jul (TJW) was unexpected, although there 
are a few previous summer reports in Lincoln and Keith Cos; breeding occurs 
only in the w. Sandhills. 

Redhead: Large numbers lingered into Jun in thee. RWB, where 275 were counted 
14 Jun and 175 on 22 Jun (JGJ); 2 were at Harvard Marsh 13 Jul (L&RH). 
Breeding has occurred in the RWB. Five remained in Harlan Co 26 Jun 
(G&WH), and 30 were at North Platte SL 8 Jul (TJW), the latter likely molt 
migrants. 

Ring-necked Duck: Stragglers included 2 in Harlan Co 8 Jun (G&WH) and 2 in the 
e. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ). 

Lesser Scaup: Latest reported was at Alma 8 Jun (G&WH). 
Bufflehead: Rare in Jun-Jul away from the Sandhills, a female/immature was in 

Hamilton Co 21 Jun (TL fide JGJ). 
Common Goldeneye: A female in Sarpy Co 8 Jun (L&BP) was only the 13th 

record in the period mid-Jun through mid-Sep. 
Hooded Merganser: The usual non-breeding female/immature-type stragglers were 

found in the RWB. Best count was 7 on 22 Jun (JGJ); 6 were in Holt Co 9 
Jun (DH). 

Common Merganser: The usual small summering group at LO included 4 on 9 Jun 
(SID) and 3 males 17 Jun (TJW). 

Red-breasted Merganser: One at LO 7 Jun (SJD) was only the 3rd ever for Jun-Jul. 
Latest spring and earliest fall dates are 28 May and 7 Aug. 

Ruddy Duck: Good water conditions in the east allowed up to 7, including 5 
males, to summer in Sarpy Co (L&BP); as many as 20, including displaying 
males, remained at Utica SL 30 Jun (JG); and 2 displaying males were still in 
York Co 22 Jun (JGJ). 

Gray Partridge: The only report of this rather rare bird in Nebraska was of 2 near 
Naper, Boyd Co, 16 Jun (DH), within the expected ne. Nebraska range. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Booming was still going on at a lek on the 

Lincoln/Custer Cos line 20 Jun, the observer's latest date by about 10 days 
(TJW). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 
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Northern Bobwhite: "Good numbers" (TJW) were reported from n.-cen. Nebraska, 
with reports from Greeley (WF) Custer (TJW), and Garfield/Loup (RE) Cos. 
Recent years have seen a few records from the n. Panhandle; one was heard at 
Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE). 

Common Loon: A few non-breeders are reported each summer, generally westward; 
2 were at HCR 12 Jun (PD, KS), and 2 were at Calamus Res in Loup Co 15 
and 21 Jul (LR, RH, RE). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Breeding probably occurred at several locations in the east as a 
result of excellent water conditions; "multiple broods" were noted at NLB 30 
Jun (JG). 

Horned Grebe: One at LO 17 Jun (TJW) was late; there are very few records after 
early Jun. 

Eared Grebe: Exciting was the discovery of at least 2 nests and some 12 adults at 
Kirkpatrick North WPA, York Co, 22 Jun (JGJ, photo), the first documented 
nesting in thee. RWB since 1914-15 (JGJ). Territorial behavior had been 
noted in Seward and Clay Cos in 2007 (JGJ, PD). A single was at the Utica 
SL 30 Jun (JG). 

Western Grebe: This species breeds at CLNWR; a pair carrying young was there 21 
Jun (WM). The usual "hundreds" were still at LM 18 Jun (RE), and Enders 
Res, Chase Co, and Oliver Res both had 15-20 during Jun (SJD, TJW). 
Easterly for the date were the 4 at Swan L, Holt Co, 4 Jul (LR, RH); breeding 
has not been documented east of Carson L, nw. Garfield Co, some 8 miles 
sw. of Swan L. 

Clark's Grebe: Reports were from CLNWR (SJD), LM (RE, ARy), and Oliver Res 
(AK), with best count 6 at LM 9 Jun (SJD). 

American White Pelican: A few non-breeders summer, usually northward; last high 
number reported was 488 at LM 7 Jun (SJD) and "hundreds" there 18 Jun 
(RE). The 112 at Calamus Res 15 Jul (LR, RH) were probably fall returnees. 

Neotropic Cormorant: The first R WB record was of one first seen at Hultine 2 Jun 
(PD) and photographed 3 Jun (JGJ). This is Nebraska's 7th documented 
record. Another was reported without details at CLNWR 2 Jun; this is the 
2nd undocumented record, both of which are likely correct. 

Double-crested Cormorant: The "hundreds" at LO 18 Jun (RE) were likely 
immature non-breeders; 97 were there 7 Jun (SJD). Reports of 1-2 similar 
birds through the period were received from the e. R WB (JGJ), Otoe Co 
(L&CF), Pawnee Co (WF), Lancaster Co (LE), and Sarpy Co (L&BP); this 
many reports are unusual in se. Nebraska for summer. 

American Bittern: Routine reports. 
Least Bittern: Water conditions in the east suited this species; reports included 

singles in se. Sarpy Co 8 Jun-4 Jul (L&BP), at Hultine 9 Jun (PD), in a wet 
meadow in Thurston Co 19 Jun (BFH), and at NLB 28 Jul (JG). 

Great Blue Heron: The large rookery along the Platte River in s. Sarpy Co had 130 
birds 18 Jun (CNK), and a rookery in Thurston Co 23 Jun had 6 nests (BFH, 
JP). Three nests in cattails at CLNWR 21 Jun had eggs and young (WM). 

Great Egret: Exciting was the discovery that Great Egrets were nesting in the Sarpy 
Co Great Blue Heron rookery; nest-building was underway with about 7 
adults present 18 Jun (CNK, JGJ). This is only the 2nd record of nesting for 
Nebraska; the other was also in Sarpy Co, in the 1950s. Summer reports on 
non-breeders are fewest in Jun, and usually easterly; about 9 were reported for 
Jun including a westerly bird at CLNWR 21 Jun (WM). Post-breeding 
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wanderers usually arrive in Jul, but 9 in breeding plumage in thee. RWB 22 
Jun suggest arrival can occur in late Jun (JGJ). 

Snowy Egret: None were reported; this species normally occurs with Great Egrets in 
small numbers during late summer. 

Little Blue Heron: The only report of this uncommon visitor was of an immature at 
Hultine 9 Jun (PD), one of only a handful of e. RWB records for Jun. 

Reddish Egret: Nebraska's second record (pending NOURC acceptance) was of one 
in "full breeding plumage" at Funk 12 Jun (KS); 

Cattle Egret: Surprising numbers were reported for the period; numbers are usually 
lowest in Jun-early Jul, but 85 were in the e. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ) and up to 25 
were in se. Sarpy Co through the period (L&BP, m. ob.), increasing to 36 by 
23 Jul (CNK). 

Green Heron: This species is fairly common as far w. as Lincoln Co along the 
Platte River, where 7 birds (one per river mile) were counted 23 Jun (TJW). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Nests with eggs and young were found at CLNWR 
andAvocet WMA,Grant Co, 21 Jun(WM). Seven at Funk 13 Jun (PD) and 
2 at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster/Saunders Cos, 25 Jun (LE) were suggestive 
of local breeding. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Most occur in Jul-Aug, and so an adult at Funk 14 
Jun (KS, photo) was unexpected. There are only 4 records of breeding for the 
state and about 30 records mid-Jun through mid-Jul. 

Glossy Ibis: The surprising explosion of reports of this species by experienced 
birders continues; at least 3 individuals were found. Two at Hultine 12-14 Jun 
were with nesting White-faced Ibises and may have nested also, but this could 
not be confirmed (PD, JGJ), and one was at NLB 27-31 Jul (JG photo, JGJ). 
Of the 21 documented records, 18 are in the period 2006-2008. 

White-faced Ibis: Numbers continue to increase, and nesting has become annual for 
this species in recent years; 107 birds and 20 nests, 9 with eggs, were at 
Hultine 12 Jun (PD), and 19 of23 nests at CLNWR 21 Jun had eggs and the 
other 4 had eggs and/or young (WM). NLB hosted 80 birds 27 Jul (JGJ); in 
all, about 400 were reported statewide. 

Turkey Vulture: Routine reports. 
Osprey: The pair that attempted nesting near Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, was 

unsuccessful as the nest (see photo in the NBR March 2008, p. 14) was 
mostly destroyed in a storm 23 May; the birds were still present 23 Jun, 
however (SK, KD, AK). Rare summer stragglers were singles at HCR 16 Jun 
(PD, KS), LO 18 Jun (RE), and Sutherland Res 28 Jul (TJW). There are 
about 35 such summer reports in all. 

White-tailed Kite: Probably under-reported in the state, but a great find, only the 
5th documented record (pending NOURC acceptance) was one in Lincoln Co 
l Jul (TJW, details). 

Mississippi Kite: Routine reports. 
Bald Eagle: Six birds on the Platte River between Venice and Schramm SP, Sarpy 

Co, 30 Jul consisted of "two loose family groups"(JGJ). 
Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: At best a rare breeder in the state, of interest was a male in 

Brown Co 17 Jun (DH), where breeding has occurred; one of few Jun-Jul 
reports away from known breeding areas was one in Cherry Co 19 Jul (DH). 

Cooper's Hawk: Routine reports. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported; the only known regular location is FF. 
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Broad-winged Hawk: An exciting discovery was a nesting pair at North Platte; 3 
adults and at least one "fluffy" chick were present 3 Jul (TJW, photos). The 
nest was seen 7 Jul (ARy), but was damaged by a storm by 17 Jul and young 
could not be located (TJW). This is the only breeding record away from se. 
Nebraska. 

Broad-winged Hawk in North Platte, 3 July 2008. Photo courtesy of 
NEBRASKAland Magazine. 

Swainson's Hawk: One in Dodge Co 29 Jun (D&JP) was easterly at that date; 
breeding is rare in that part of the state. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 
Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 
Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 
American Kestrel: Groups of up to 15 were noted in Lincoln Co 15 Jul (TJW), 

indicative of fall movement or early migration. 
Merlin: One near Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE) was of interest; there are only a few 

breeding records from thew. Pine Ridge. 
Prairie Falcon: One as far east as Funk 14 Jun (KS) was a surprise; there is only a 

handful of summer reports away from the breeding range, likely immatures or 
non-breeders. 

Peregrine Falcon: None were reported; see Spring Report for failure of nesting in 
both Lincoln and Omaha. 

Virginia Rail: Rare in summer in the east, one was calling in a wet meadow in 
Thurston Co 19 Jun (BFH). One photographed in Seward Co 31 Jul (JG) may 
have been an edge-of-range breeder also; water conditions there were conducive 
to breeding. 
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Sora: Up to 3 in se. Sarpy Co 21-23 Jul (CNK, L&BP) were likely early migrants; 
there was no evidence of breeding. 

Common Moorhen: Rarely reported in Nebraska, although not too surprising this 
year given the excellent water conditions, one was in se. York Co 14 Jun 
(JGJ). 

American Coot: At least 2 broods and up to 26 adults were in se. Sarpy Co during 
the period (L&BP, m.ob.), where breeding only occurs in occasional wet 
years. 

Sandhill Crane: The pair near Facus Springs, Morrill Co, had a nearly full-grown 
chick 14 Jun (KO); this is the 4th year this pair has nested, raising at least 
one chick each year. Adults and a nearly full-grown chick were in Rock Co 18 
Jun (WM, photo); a pair nested there in 2006 also. 

Black-bellied Plover: One at Hultine 14 Jun (JGJ) was record late for the e. RWB 
in spring, although there are 2 later mid-Jun records for the state. 

American Golden-Plover: Two in nw. Seward Co 14 Jun (JGJ) and one at Hultine 
22-28 Jun (JGJ, PD) were only the 4th and 5th Jun records. An altemate­
plumaged bird in Sarpy Co 8 Jul (CNK) was record early by one day, and 
only the 17th Jul-Aug record for this uncommon fall migrant. Most fall 
migrants are juveniles arriving in Sep. 

Snowy Plover: Habitat is reduced at LM, as suggested by the presence of only 2 
Snowies 9 Jun (SJD); previous years have seen as many as 20 adults (2004). 

Semipalmated Plover: The only report was of a migrant in Sarpy Co 30 Jul 
(L&BP), about on time. 

Piping Plover: Despite reduced habitat, 63 were at LM 9 Jun (SJD). Nesting 
continued for the 2nd consecutive year at CLNWR, with at least 2 nests there 
7 and 19 Jun (SJD, B&DW); Sandhills nesting records are few. Corps of 
Engineers data show 167 nests along the Missouri River in ne. Nebraska, 28 
of these at Lewis & Clark L, Knox Co (fide JED). 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 
Mountain Plover: The only report was from a regular location in w. Kimball Co 21 

Jun (AK). 
Black-necked Stilt: Breeding continues in the e. RWB; the 5th record, all records 

have been since 2005, was a nest at Hultine 22 Jun (JGJ). In addition, a pair 
was copulating in w. Seward Co 14 Jun and seen there 22 Jun (JGJ), and a 
territorial pair was at Harvard Marsh 2 Jun (PD). NLB hosted up to 8 adults 
25-31 Jul (JGJ, JG) and 4 were at Funk 13-14 Jun (PD, KS). Nesting has 
occurred in the w. Sandhills since 1985; one was on a nest near Ellsworth 3 
Jul, and young were present 17 Jul (ZC). 

American Avocet: As with Black-necked Stilt, easterly nestings for this species are 
increasing; 3 pairs were nesting at Harvard Marsh 2 Jun (PD), and one was 
incubating at Hultine 3 Jun (PD, JGJ). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Solitary Sandpiper: Rather early, but not unprecedented for fall arrival, was one at 

Hultine 28 Jun (PD). 
Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 
Willet: One in Sarpy Co 8 Jul (B&LP, CNK) was easterly; this species is rare in 

fall in the east. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Last spring migrant was one at Hultine 3 Jun (JGJ); it may have 

been the same apparently-injured bird that was there 14 Jun (JGJ). First fall 
returnees were the 13 in thee. RWB 22 Jun (JGJ), about on time. 



102 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 76 No. 3 

Upland Sandpiper: An adult and a "vel)' young" chick in Dodge Co 18-19 Jun 
(D&JP) were at a rather late date for fledging. 

Long-billed Curlew: Easterly for the s. Panhandle was a pair in n. Cheyenne Co 24 
Jun; a pair there had raised a chick in 2007 and 2008 (fide JGJ). A few breed 
in w. Scotts Bluff Co; one was there 18 Jun (AK, KD). 

Marbled Godwit: Breeding pairs of this species have been found in recent years in 
remote parts of the w. and n. Sandhills; 2 territorial pairs were 12-15 miles 
se. of Alliance 20 Jun (WM), and a pair was in a wet meadow hayfield in 
extreme n. Cherry Co 22 Jun (DH). 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Rather late, even for this late migrant, were 6 at LM 9 

Jun (SID) and 4 in Merrick Co the same day (SJD). One in Fillmore Co 22 
Jun (JGJ) must have terminated its attempt at northward migration; there are 
now 4 records 20-30 Jun. 

Western Sandpiper: Two were at Calamus Res 21 Jul (RE), the only report. 
Least Sandpiper: Last for spring was at LM 9 Jun (SJD), rather late, and first 

reported for fall were 6 about on time in Sarpy Co 16 Jul (L&BP). 

White-rumped Sandpipers at Hultine WPA, 28 June 2008. Photo by 
Paul Dunbar. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: This is a late spring migrant, as indicated by counts of 
288 in the e. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ) and 144 in Merrick Co 9 Jun (SJD), and the 
26 still in the e. RWB 22 Jun, the 2nd-latest date there (JGJ). However, 4 at 
Hultine 28 Jun included one in first-alternate plumage, seemingly a mix of 
alternate and basic (PD, photo). This plumage is rarely seen in interior North 
America, as most either do not migrate north or do so only partially as in this 
case. Another was vel)' late near Louisville on the Platte River 3 Jul (JGJ, 
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MB). These last two records were likely birds that cut short northward 
migration, and are the latest for spring. There are only 6 documented fall 
records, 20 Jul-9 Sep. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Rather late were 18 in thee. RWB 14 Jun (JGJ). 
Donlin: Unprecedented for Nebraska was an alternate-plumaged Dunlin in se. Sarpy 

Co 29-31 Jul (CNK details, MCv). In contrast to most other small shorebirds 
("peeps"), adult Dunlin generally do not migrate early but wait to migrate 
with juveniles. Usual early fall arrival dates are 4, 6, and 8 Sep, although 
there are 3 reports for Aug. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Two of fewer than IO late Jun records were provided by singles at 
Waco WPA, York Co, and Hultine 22 Jun (JGJ). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Two at Hultine 22 Jun (JGJ) comprised only the 3rd Jun 
record for the state. Fall returnees were led by 16 in Dodge Co 28 Jul 
(D&JP). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: First fall arrival was one in se. Sarpy Co 27 Jul (CNK): 6 
were there 29 Jul (CNK). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports. 
Wilson's Snipe: Routine reports. 
American Woodcock: The only report was of one at Bohemia Prairie, where one 

was found 7 Jul (MB). Summer reports are few; this regular location is 
towards thew. edge of the Nebraska range. 

Wilson's Phalarope: There were several Jun reports (LE, JGJ, PD, JG) from thee. 
RWB suggestive of breeding, which is occasional there. No nests or recently­
fledged young were reported, however. 

Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported; migration timing barely includes early 
Jun and late Jul. 

Long-tailed Jaeger: An ad. was photographed at LM 9 Jun (SJD); this is the 5th 
documented record for the state, and the earliest. The others are in the period 1 
Sep-3 Oct. · 

Franklin's Gull: Routine reports. 
Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 
California Gull: An adult at LM 7 Jun (SJD) was not unusual there, but a near­

adult in nw. Phelps Co 2 Jun was a new species for the RWB (JGJ). 
Herring Gull: The only report was of a first-summer bird at LM 7 Jun (SJD); 

summer records are few, and almost all of immatures. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Immatures have become somewhat regular in spring at 

LM, but a first-summer bird there 7 Jun (SJD, photo) was only the 3rd record 
1 May-30 Jul. 

Least Tern: Reports were generally from the usual locations along the lower Platte 
and along the Missouri River in ne. Nebraska, as well as LM, where 9 were 
counted 9 Jun (SJD). One was in Lincoln Co 23 Jun (TJW). Good numbers 
were reported on Corps of Engineers artificial sandbars in ne. Nebraska, with 
215 nests (fide JED), and 40 adults and IO fledglings were in Dixon Co along 
the Missouri River 27 Jul (BFH). Copulation was seen at Spencer Dam, 
Boyd/Holt Cos, where 5 adults were present 5 Jul (LR, RH); breeding occurs 
mostly along the lower Niobrara River. 

Caspian Tern: Late for spring were 2 at LO 17 Jun (TJW) and another in Dodge Co 
17 Jun (JGJ, MB), while early for fall were singles in Saunders/Sarpy Cos 12 
Jul (JGJ, MB) and in Gosper Co 13 Jul (MB). 



104 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 76 No. 3 

Black Tern: Fall birds appear in mid-late Jun, most probably failed breeders and 
one-year-old immatures; 40 in Sarpy Co 18 Jun were mostly adults (CNK), 
and 30 there 8 Jul were mostly first-year non-breeders (CNK). 

Common Tern: The only sightings were at LM, where 2 adults were seen 7 Jun 
(SID) and 2 individuals 18 Jun (RE), the latter rather late. 

Forster's Tern: Four at HCR 15 Jun (G&WH) were tardy. Fall return was led by 
one in se. Sarpy Co 8 Jul (L&BP). 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: It appears this species now common statewide; it was 

"common even here" in the Sandhills in Jun (RE); the Sandhills was the last 
part of the state to be colonized, except perhaps for major cities like Omaha 
and Lincoln. 

White-winged Dove: The avalanche continues, with no fewer than 6 reports totaling 
8 birds; amazingly, 4 of the reports were on 15 Jun. Singles were in sw. 
Dixon Co 15 Jun (JJ), at North Bend 15 Jun (D&JP), at Funk 15 Jun (LR, 
RH), at Bartley 15 Jun (LR, RH), at Gering 22-23 Jul (BM, fide AK), and 3 
were in a Chadron yard 20 Jul (JF). For 2008 alone there are now 11 reports 
of 15 birds. No nesting was reported, however. 

Mourning Dove: Fall flocking was evident with 155 counted in Lancaster and 
Saunders Cos 31 Jul (LE). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Routine reports. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: There have been more reports the last year or two for this 

generally rather scarce species in Nebraska. This summer there were 8 reports 
statewide (m. ob.). 

Barn Owl: For the 4th year at least one adult was at the Ulysses nest site, unusually 
far east; however, bad weather may have precluded breeding (JG). A nest on a 
combine in s.-cen. Nebraska had 5 chicks at most 5-6 days old 3 Jul (CT); 
this is not an unusually late date (WM). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Two young fledged 23 Jun from a nest in North Platte (LO). 
Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 
Burrowing Owl: The Scottsbluff landfill continues to host a large population; 30, 

including 21 young, were counted there 13 Jul (KO). Scarce in thee. RWB, 2 
were at a prairie-dog colony (also scarce) in Clay Co 22 Jun (JGJ). Good 
counts were the 15 in Perkins Co 28 Jul (TJW) and 12 in Lincoln Co 3 Jun 
(TJW). 

Barred Owl: Towards the west edge of the range were singles in Seward Co 30 Jun 
(JG) and Bohemia Prairie 7 Jul (MB). 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported; this is a regular but low-density breeder in 
Nebraska. 

Short-eared Owl: A successful nest in a Perkins Co stubble field was reported by a 
landowner 28 Jul (fide TJW). Although this species probably nests regularly 
in Nebraska, especially in the Sandhills, this is only the 2nd nest reported 
since 1970. 

Common Nighthawk: An excellent count was the 70 in Box Butte Co 7 Jun (SJD). 
Common Poorwill: Up to 3 were heard at Bohemia Prairie 7-9 Jul (MB); this is the 

farthest east this species occurs regularly, although there are nesting records 
for Lancaster and Jefferson Cos (1976 and 1963 respectively). 

Chuck-will's-widow: Completing an improbable single-location goatsucker sweep 
for Nebraska was a single calling at Bohemia Prairie 7-12 Jul (MB, m. ob.). 
This is the northernmost record for this species in the state. Despite the 



Vol. 76 No. 3 The Nebraska Bird Review 105 

presence of at least one at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, in 2006 and 2007, 
none were present 30 Jun this year (JG). 

Whip-poor-will: Just for the record, this species was "numerous" at Bohemia 
Prairie 7 Jul (MB). This species occurs along the Niobrara Valley toe. Cherry 
Co, but encouraging was the continued presence in Boyd, Brown, and Keya 
Paha Cos 16- l 7 Jun (DH). 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 
White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Evidence is accumulating that breeding may occur 

west in the Platte Valley to Keith Co; one of several recent westerly summer 
records was of a pair present all summer in Brady (fide TJW). Although early 
fall records where breeding was not noted are in early Aug, one in a sw. 
Dixon Co yard 26 Jul was the first since spring (JJ). 

Calliope Hummingbird: A female was an early arrival in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 14 
Jul (KD); this is the 2nd-earliest of about 24 documented records. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Exciting was the presence for the 2nd consecutive 
year of a pair in a s. Scotts Bluff Co yard; a female was seen 20 Jun and a 
male a few days later, with both present for about 3 weeks (AK). Nesting has 
not been confirmed in Nebraska. A female was record early in an. Scotts 
Bluff Co yard 26 Jun, and a male in the same yard 9 Jul (KD) may have 
summered nearby also. 

Rufous Hummingbird: First reported was a male in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 12 Jul 
(KD), about on time for early dates. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 
Pileated Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Last for the spring was one at FF 1 Jun (L&BP). 
Western Wood-Pewee: The presence of 1-2 singing birds in Lincoln Co 3 Jun 

(TJW) follows a spring sighting there in 2007 (CNK), apparently the first 
spring records for Lincoln Co. Eastern Wood-Pewee breeds in low numbers in 
Lincoln Co (TJW) and westward neighbor Keith Co; Westerns have been 
present for several years in Keith Co at the west end of LM. Thus this species 
and Eastern Wood-Pewee now have ranges touching in the lower North Platte 
Valley and in the cen. Niobrara Valley. Sightings of Westerns this summer 
mark the current east edge of the range, with 5 birds 10-20 miles sw. of 
Valentine Jun-Jul (DH), one calling in Logan Co 8 Jun (LR, RH), one calling 
at LO 18 Jun (RE), Lincoln Co (see above), and 3 "fuzzy fledglings" in 
Dundy Co 15 Jul (TJW). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: See discussion under Western Wood-Pewee. 
Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were from probably the only regular location, ICSP; 

singles were calling there 14 Jun (ME) and 26 Jul (L&CF). 
Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports. 
Least Flycatcher: Two in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH) were likely late migrants, 

although this species does occur in summer, usually in the north and in tall 
cottonwoods. However, one as far south as ne. Gosper Co was singing under 
a cottonwood canopy at Phillips L 13 Jul (MB). 
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Cordilleran Flycatcher: This species continues to expand its range eastward in the 
Pine Ridge; nest-building was underway at Ponderosa WMA, Dawes Co, 4 
Jun (WM), where birds were found in 2006 (TJW). One was 2 miles s. of 
Chadron SP 12 Jun (WM), and another was at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes Co, 
3 Jun (RE). 

Eastern Phoebe: Routine reports. 
Say's Phoebe: Easterly reports were of a nesting pair in Custer Co 4 Jul (TH) and 

one in Phelps Co 13 Jun (WF). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports from areas where this species is a regular breeder 

but in low numbers were of singles in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH), Logan 
Co 8 Jun (LR, RH), and West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 20 Jun (B&DW). 

Cassin's Kingbird: Routine reports. 
Western Kingbird: Post-breeding groups form in late Jul; such a group was seen in 

Perkins Co 28 Jul (TJW). 
Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Consolidation of the breeding range in Nebraska 

continues with the 14th and 15th breeding reports; one was from a known site 
sw. of Kearney, where an apparent loose family group was found 21 Jul (KS) 
for the 3rd year. A new site near Denton was added, where a nest was seen 8-
10 Jul (CT, KP). In addition, one was in extreme se. Blaine Co l Jun (LR, 
RH), and 2 were in Douglas Co 17 Jun (WF). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Adults feeding fledged young were widely-reported 17 Jun 
(TJW) through 31 Jul (LE), the latter in Lancaster Co where breeding has not 
been reported for a while (JGJ). 

Bell's Vireo: This species reaches its highest numbers in cen. Nebraska; it was one 
of the most numerous species in Blaine Co l Jun (LR, RH). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: There were several reports westward in the Niobrara 
drainage, where this species has generally been scarce; 1-2 were singing in 
Boyd Co 9 Jun (DH) and Holt Co 16 Jun (DH). Also westerly were singles in 
Knox Co 9 Jul (MB) and n. Antelope Co 6 Jul (LR, RH). Evidence for 
breeding west of Knox Co is lacking. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Easterly was an apparent late migrant at CLNWR 7-8 Jun (CG, 
SJD); this is only the 2nd Jun record away from the Pine Ridge breeding 
range. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Routine reports. 
Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 
Philadelphia Vireo: None were reported; this is a regular fall migrant in the east. 
Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 
Blue Jay: Routine reports. 
Pinyon Jay: Somewhat elusive in summer, several were found in the Pine Ridge in 

Sioux Co 11-12 Jun (WM). 
Clark's Nutcracker: This species apparently occurs in small numbers in thew. Pine 

Ridge most summers if looked for; 2 were in Sioux Co 12 Jun (WM). 
Black-billed Magpie: One in Clay Co 4 Jun (WF) was an easterly surprise; 

consolidation appears to be underway near Gibbon, where it was "most 
reliably seen in 14 years" (LR, RH), and one was in Pierce Co 26 Jul (DH). 

American Crow: Family groups begin to aggregate in late Jul; 13 birds were in se. 
Sarpy Co 23 Jul (CNK). 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 
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Purple Martin: Northwesterly reports near the edge of the range were of 3 in Holt 
Co 4 Jul (LR, RH) and a few at Calamus Res 14-21 Jul (LR, RH, WF, RE). 
Numbers increased suddenly at Broken Bow 11 Jul , suggesting imminent 
fall flocking (TH). 

Tree Swallow: A pair with eggs in a nest box in Cheyenne Co 25 Jun was the "first 
nesting in the area" (AS); the s. Panhandle probably has fewest breeding birds 
in the state. Young were fledged in Ogallala 25 Jun (CWH). 

Violet-green Swallow: Somewhat easterly were two in West Ash Canyon, Dawes 
Co 20 Jun (B&OW). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 
Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 
Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 
Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 
Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 
Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Following the large numbers seen this past winter, a few 

were noted through summer far from the known breeding range, although no 
evidence of breeding was obtained; there are only about 11 such records. Two 
apparent pairs were at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 13 Jul (JR), and at least one 
spent the summer in or around a Lincoln yard (RE); another was in Lincoln 
20-21 Jun (LRB). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: This species is rare away from its known breeding range even in 

winter, and so a major surprise was the presence of a pair at Steer Creek 
Campground, McKelvie National Forest, Cherry Co, 19 Jul (DH). This is the 
only summer record for the species away from the Pine Ridge and Wildcat 
Hills. 

Rock Wren: Good numbers continue in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln Co, where 
12-15 were found 15 Jul (TJW). 

Carolina Wren: One was in Knox Co 9 Jul at the same location as last year (MB); 
these are the northwesternmost reports to date. 

House Wren: Routine reports. 
Sedge Wren: Mid-late Jun reports in Nebraska are scarce for this species, which 

usually migrates north of Nebraska to breed in Jun. Interestingly, most Jun 
records are in the northeast, closer to where Jun breeding occurs in South 
Dakota. This summer, more than usual were reported in Jun in the northeast, 
with one singing in Stanton Co 9 Jun (WF), one near Ord 20 Jun (LB), one 
in Dodge Co 30 Jun (D&JP), and one in Pierce Co I Jul (MB). 

Marsh Wren: Evidence is accumulating in recent years for summer movement in 
this species not unlike that noted for Sedge Wren. One in w. Seward Co 22 
Jun was "newly arrived" (JGJ), and they were "everywhere" in w. Seward Co 
by 31 Jul (JG). At Twomile L, Cherry Co, 8-10 were present on 19 Jul while 
none were found May-Jun (DH). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Northerly reports continue, mostly from the nw. and ne.; 
one was in Morrill Co 14 Jun (AK), a pair was at Spencer Dam, Boyd/Holt 
Cos 16 Jun (DH), suggesting movement westward in the Niobrara Valley, and 
2 were in Cedar Co 13 Jul (JJ). Three young fledged 15 Jul in Bellevue 
(L&BP). 
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Eastern Bluebird: A rather late nest with 4 eggs was "new" near Bennington 15 Jul 
(JM). Young were seen to fledge by flying 75 yards from the nest box to a 
nearby tree near Sidney 25 Jul (AS). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 
Townsend's Solitaire: This species occurs on rare occasions in summer in pines in 

Sioux Co, and has bred there; one was near Glen 28 Jun (AK). 
Swainson's Thrush: Last in the se. were at FF (ARy) and in Lancaster Co (LE), 

both on 1 Jun. Last records for the state are usually in the north; one was in 
Sheridan Co 3 Jun (CNK) and 7 in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH). 

Wood Thrush: Two were in Knox Co along Schindler Creek 9 Jul where it has 
been scarce in recent years (MB). 

American Robin: Routine reports. 
Gray Catbird: Uncommon in the nw., one was at Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE). 
Northern Mockingbird: Still rare in the north, a pair was in Brown Co in Jun 

(DH). 
Sage Thrasher: One of fewer than 5 Jun records was one on Sowbelly Road, Sioux 

Co, I Jun (RT); nesting has not been confirmed in Nebraska. 
Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 
European Starling: Routine reports. 
Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: Fifth-latest on record was one at FF 1 Jun (ARy); this 

is usually an early migrant. 
Northern Paruta: Routine reports. 
Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Unexpected was one in pines in Seward Co 27 Jun; its 

subspecies could not be determined (JG). This is the 11th report in the period 
27 Jun-11 Aug. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Routine reports. 
Cerulean Warbler: None were reported; this is a regular but rare summer visitor in 

the southeast. 
Black-and-white Warbler: This species is most common in summer in the e. 

Niobrara Valley; one was in Keya Paha Co 23 Jun (DH). 
American Redstart: Unusual in summer in Scotts Bluff Co, a pair continued on the 

west edge of Scottsbluff (fide AK) where it was first observed in 2005. This 
species is a common breeder along the Niobrara Valley, where "numerous 
pairs" were seen in Holt, Brown, Keya Paha, and Cherry Cos Jun-Jul (DH). 
One was in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH), where summering birds are scarce. 

Prothonotary Warbler: A singing male was heard as late as 30 Jun in FF (L&BP, 
ARy). Only the 5th Panhandle record was one in Scotts Bluff Co 3 Jun 
(RSm, fide AK). 

Ovenbird: Like American Redstart, this species is a common breeder in the 
Niobrara Valley; several were calling in Keya Paha, Brown, Holt, and Cherry 
Cos Jun-Jul (DH), and 2 were at Spencer Dam, Boyd/Holt Cos 5 Jul (LR, 
RH). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; this species is inconspicuous after 
singing ceases in late spring. 

Kentucky Warbler: The only report of this lower Missouri Valley summer resident 
was ofone in Otoe Co 13 Jun (L&CF). 

Common Y ellowthroat: Routine reports. 
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Wilson's Warbler: One in Omaha 7 Jun (JED) was rather late; it is the 10th Jun 
record for the state, the latest was 13 Jun. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: One in Otoe Co 16 Jul (L&CF, details) was a surprise; 
reports from the southeast have been few in recent years. Also easterly was 
one in Polk Co 9 Jun (SJD), and 4 at HCR 26 Jun were at the only known 
site there (G&WH). 

Summer Tanager: Routine reports. 
Scarlet Tanager: Breeding occurs currently in the Niobrara Valley west probably to 

Brown and Keya Paha Cos; reports were received from Holt, Boyd, and Rock 
Cos in Jun (DH, CH). 

Western Tanager: Routine reports. 
Green-tailed Towhee: One in a Sidney yard 7 Jun (AS) was 2nd-latest for spring. 
Spotted Towhee: One in Webster Co 24 Jun (WF) was easterly at that date. An 

unseen bird singing an Eastern Towhee song in Lincoln Co 3 Jun (TJW) was 
likely a hybrid at that location. 

Eastern Towhee: One at LO 17 Jun "looked and sounded" like this species (TJW); 
other westerly reports were in Antelope Co 7 Jul (LR, RH) and at Calamus 
Res, Loup/Garfield Cos 21 Jul (RE). These areas are mostly occupied by 
intermediates, but phenotypic Easterns and Spotteds also occur. A female 
Eastern in Platte Co 10 Jun was well-described; it was paired with a male 
intermediate (WF). 

Cassin's Sparrow: This species was more in evidence in the s. Panhandle than 
usual; at the n. and e. extent of the range 2 males returned to a known 
location at LM 7 Jun (SJD) and 2 were near CLNWR 7 Jun (CG). Less 
surprising were 2 in w. Scotts Bluff Co 18 Jun (AK, KO), singles in Morrill 
and Kimball Cos 18 Jun (AK), and one in courtship display s. of Exit 1 on I-
80 21 Jun (AK). 

Chipping Sparrow: This species is less common in summer in the southwest than 
elsewhere in the state; singles were in Harlan and Furnas Cos 24 Jun (WF), 
and one was in se. Lincoln Co 8 Jul (TJW). 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only report was of2 near Box Butte Res, Dawes Co, 2 Jun 
(RE), within the expected summer range. 

Field Sparrow: Good counts were 15 in Dixon Co 7 Jun (JJ) and 12+ in a single 
Breeding Bird Atlas block in Burt Co 13 Jul (CNK). 

Vesper Sparrow: Two observers (JJ, MB) observed that this species is found in 
soybean fields Jun-Jul, at least in the northeast, where it has adapted to 
agricultural practices. Breeding is rare in the cen. and w. Platte Valley, and so 
sightings in Buffalo Co 1 Jun (D&JP) and Keith Co 17 Jun (TJW) were of 
interest. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Lark Bunting: Routine reports. 
Savannah Sparrow: None were reported; this is a localized breeder in the 

Panhandle. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: This species is doing well in Nebraska, as it adapts to a 

variety of grasslands, including those being actively grazed by cattle. A good 
count was 28 in Dixon Co 7 Jun (JJ). 
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Henslow's Sparrow: One was singing at SCP 6 Jun (TF) where the prairie is 
rotationally-grazed; none were at a prairie in Pawnee Co Jun-Jul that was 
being fairly heavily grazed by cattle but where large numbers were present in 
2007 under very light grazing (WRS). A surprise was 2 singing in Merrick 
Co 9 Jun (SJD); summering is known north to Stanton Co. 

Song Sparrow: One in Hayes Co 25 Jun (WF) follows a record of a territorial bird 
singing in Red Willow Co this spring and together these provide the only 
evidence that breeding might occur in the Republican Valley. This species is 
slowly expanding its ranges. and w. in Nebraska, however. 

Swamp Sparrow: There are scattered breeding colonies in established cattail 
marshes along and just s. of the Platte Valley, generally marking the s. edge 
of the breeding range; two singing in Hall Co 21 Jun (PD) were an example 
of this distribution. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Breeding birds were reported from expected 
locations at Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE) and in Sioux Co, where fledglings were 
seen 28 Jun (AK). 

McCown's Longspur: None were reported; this species breeds regularly along the 
w. edge of the Panhandle. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported; this species breeds regularly in 
the Panhandle. 

Northern Cardinal: One at Chadron SP 2 Jun (RE) was only the 6th record since 
1960 in the northwest. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Routine reports. 
Black-headed Grosbeak: One near Gibbon 19 Jun was considered unusual, though 

apparently regular there (LR, RH); this is the easternmost regular site on the 
Platte River. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 
Lazuli Bunting: One in Thomas Co 2 Jun (LR, RH) was probably a late migrant; 

recent years have seen numerous spring records eastward. 
Indigo Bunting: Routine reports. 
Dickcissel: Excellent numbers occurred westward; there were "very many' in Logan 

Co 8-9 Jun (LR, RH), they were "everywhere" in Keith Co 17 Jun, where the 
observer surmised that wetter conditions allowed for more weeds (TJW), and 
"abundant" in Lincoln/Custer Cos where a Breeding Bird Survey route 
recorded them at 25 of the 50 stops (T JW). 

Bobolink: A loose flock of 12 males 8 Jul in Cuming Co (LE) signaled the start of 
fall movement for this early fall migrant. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 
Eastern Meadowlark: Wetter conditions in Custer and Lincoln Cos apparently 

resulted in an increase of this species; Westerns are usually the only species 
present in the area (TJW). Not uncommon in the Sandhills generally, one was 
at Calamus Res 21 Jul (RE). 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 
Brewer's Blackbird: Reports were from expected locations in Sioux and Morrill 

Cos (AK), although the presence of at least one pair for the 2nd year on the n. 
side of Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, was in unusual habitat (AK). 
Breeding records from Scotts Bluff Co are lacking. 

Common Grackle: A large group of 800 adults and immatures was at Nebraska 
City as early as 20 Jul (L&CF). 



Vol. 76 No. 3 The Nebraska Bird Review 111 

Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were statewide in small numbers, including 2 nests 
at CLNWR 21 Jun, one with eggs, the other with eggs and young (WM). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 
Orchard Oriole: A nest with 3 eggs was in Hitchcock Co 15 Jul (TJW), somewhat 

late. A good count was 19 in the LM area 7 Jun (SJD). 
Baltimore Oriole: Routine reports. 
Bullock's Oriole: Routine reports. 
Cassin's Finch: A pairs. ofl-80 Exit 1, Kimball Co, 21 Jun (AK) provided only 

the 3rd Jun-Jul record for this species; there is a single breeding record. 
House Finch: Routine reports. 
Red Crossbill: Singles at Oliver Res 6 Jun (SID) and as far east as Bassett in the 

Niobrara Valley 6 Jun (CH) may have been post-breeding wanderers; this 
species can breed as early as Feb in Nebraska. 

Pine Siskin: Most reports were from the north and west, and fairly widespread after 
the large winter numbers. Breeding resumed in a Cheyenne Co yard where 
adults were feeding young 25 Jun (AS), and juveniles were at an Ogallala 
feeder 3 Jul (fide CWH). Breeding may have been attempted in the se., where 
3 birds, including one canying thistle down, were seen through the summer 
(L&CF). 

Lesser Goldfinch: The only report was of a male at CLNWR 7-8 Jun (CG, SJD); 
this is about the 15th documented record, most of which are recent. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 
House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


	University of Nebraska - Lincoln
	DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
	9-2008

	Summer Field Report, June-July 2008
	W. Ross Silcock

	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p94
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p95
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p96 w ART
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p97
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p98
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p99
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p100 w ART
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p101
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p102 w ART
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p103
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p104
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p105
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p106
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p107
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p108
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p109
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p110
	Nebraska Bird Review 76 3 Sep 2008 p111 Sum Field Rpt

