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Book Reviews 

captions that provided at least the fundamental elements 
of who, what, where, and when. For example, the won­
derful series showing juvenile cranes through their first 
winter are not dated, making it impossible to track the 
progression of post juvenile molt in these birds. Several 
other species shown interacting or associating with the 
whooping cranes (sandhill crane, black-bellied whistling 
duck, American avocet, white-tailed deer, gray squirrel, 
peccary, blue crab) are not identified. Such omissions 
mean that this gorgeous volume missed the opportunity 
of providing substantial educational value, in addition 
to offering an unwritten testimony to the beauty of a 
magnificent endangered species and its fragile environ­
ment. Paul A. Johnsgard, School of Biological Sciences, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

Cougar: Ecology and Conservation. Edited by Maurice 
Hornocker and Sharon Negri. Chicago: University of Chi­
cago Press, 2010. xiv + 306 pp. Maps, illustrations, fig­
ures, tables, appendices, references, index. $49.00 cloth. 

Historically, cougars (mountain lions, pumas, or pan­
thers) had an extensive distribution throughout the Amer­
icas, ranging from British Columbia in North America 
to Patagonia at South America's tip. As a native species 
and a large obligate carnivore, the cougar has a complex 
relationship with the human population in the Americas. 
This current book-the product of multiple authors, all 
with hands-on experience in cougar work, and written 
in a clear manner appropriate to most audiences-is an 
important addition to the scientific literature in the field 
of carnivore conservation in the New World. 

As a product of many authors, Cougar: Ecology and 
Conservation reads more like a textbook than a mono­
graph, each author contributing from his or her exper­
tise, an essential element for a volume covering diverse 
topics. Most chapters provide an instructive overview 
of the concepts later discussed in depth, an invaluable 
feature for the nonbiologist. Many of the authors include 
excellent scientific literature reviews, providing an ex­
tensive resource for readers interested in expanding their 
knowledge or consulting original works mentioned in the 
chapters. 

Part 1 of this four-part book discusses the history of 
cougars in the Americas as it relates to cougar evolution, 
human perception of cougars, and the evolution of cougar 
management. Cougars at the population level are the fo­
cus of part 2, with chapters covering populations in North 
America and two separate chapters offering insights into 
the current situation in South America. Insights into the 
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South American populations are particularly valuable to 
our knowledge of cougar conservation since many stud­
ies conducted in South America are published in Spanish 
and consequently missed by much ofthe North American 
scientific community. Part 3 moves from the population 
level to species and individuals, providing an excellent 
overview of studies conducted on behavior, social organi­
zation, diet and prey selection, cougar-prey relationships, 
and competition with other carnivores. 

The final part investigates conservation approaches in 
cougar management and the challenges faced as a conse­
quence of increasing human expansion and its pressures 
on natural cougar habitat. In addition to examining the 
importance of cougars as part of the ecosystem and their 
behavior with and without human presence, this section 
also reviews the politics involved in making decisions re­
garding cougar management and the history of changing 
views within both the general public and government. 

Since it deals with ecological concepts and practicali­
ties involved in large carnivore management in relation 
to the complexities oftoday's human population, Cougar: 
Ecology and Conservation provides a valuable resource 
for those interested in large carnivores in general as well 
as the cougar in particular. Oranit Gilad, Balanced Ecol­
ogy Inc., Kempner, Texas. 

The Leadership of George Bush: An Insider's View of 
the Forty-First President. By Roman Popadiuk. College 
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2009. xvii + 227 
pp. Photographs, notes, index. $45.00 cloth. 

Roman Popadiuk had close and steady access to 
George H.W. Bush for most of his presidency. He served 
as the president's deputy assistant and press secretary 
for foreign affairs and was later appointed U.S. ambas­
sador to Ukraine. He is now the Executive Director ofthe 
George Bush Presidential Library Foundation. 

Popadiuk presents Bush 41 through varied lenses: 
his early life, leadership principles, public messaging, 
diplomacy, working with congress, and the 1992 cam­
paign. Through a collection of anecdotes on each topic, 
the reader gets a sense of the president's values and his 
management style. According to Popadiuk, Bush's guid­
ing values are his Episcopalian faith, his devotion to his 
family, and the importance of friendship. Barbara Bush 
explains that, for her husband, "it is better to have a friend 
than an enemy." 

In terms of Bush's leadership, Popadiuk explains that 
Bush 41 is guided by the importance of standing up for 
your beliefs, telling the truth, being loyal, communicating 
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