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Book Reviews 

This will have a profound impact on our quality of life 
and our food production, particularly in those areas of 
the Plains where very long-term irrigation is not possible. 
That conclusion does not give those of us who live here 
now or who will live here in the future much joy, but 
Lovelock writes that there will be areas where climate 
change will not be quite so negative and points to Canada 
as a place where conditions might support a greater hu­
man population. 

Gaia is in the process of making us pay for our past 
and continuing profligacy. The Earth and its life will 
change environmental conditions to achieve a new bal­
ance that gives life the best chance of survival. Lovelock 
believes that we should try to modify our behaviors 
and accept the fact that humans are likely to have real 
survival problems in the near future. We should try to 
"have a future in communion with our living planet to 
make her strong again and able to counter the disabling 
impacts that are due." 

This is an important work. I encourage readers to 
examine its data and Lovelock's arguments and conclu­
sions with an open mind. R.F. Diffendal, Jr., Conserva­
tion and Survey Division, School of Natural Resources, 
University ofNebraska~Lincoln. 

A Dry Oasis: Institutional Adaptation to Climate on 
the Canadian Plains. Edited by Gregory P. Marchildon. 
Regina, SK: Canadian Plains Research Center, Univer­
sity of Regina, 2009. xiii + 318 pp. Maps, figures, tables, 
index. C$34.95 paper. 

A Dry Oasis examines past and potential future 
climate challenges on the Canadian Plains. The book 
provides extensive discussion, data, and analysis of chal­
lenges related to water supply and management within the 
South Saskatchewan River Basin (SSRB). Past challeng­
es, experiences, and institutional responses are described 
and used to frame possible future adaptation pathways 
under expected future climate change. The book provides 
an excellent grounding in the historical settlement and 
development of the SSRB, paying particular attention to 
the ways that the economy, society, and institutions have 
adapted in response to climatic variability. 

Water management and the different institutional ar­
rangements that exist to manage water resources across 
the western provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, Sas­
katchewan, and Manitoba are described and contrasted in 
chapter 4. Chapter 8 presents a detailed look at potential 
future climate scenarios for the area and couples these 
with stream flow models to provide predictions of water 
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supply and stream flow. Possible areas of vulnerability as 
a result of water and climate stresses are also identified. 
Several chapters examine the potential effectiveness of 
current institutional arrangements for water management 
under the predicted future climate. A recurring theme is 
that current water management institutions within the 
SSRB are diverse, with differing strengths and weak­
nesses. It is likely that all forms of water governance will 
need to adapt their ideas about water management in re­
sponse to predicted future climates and changes in water 
supply, timing, and variability. 

Chapter 5 suggests a framework that could be used to 
identify what "good water management" is by embrac­
ing a wide variety of viewpoints and ideas. The final 
chapters provide case studies describing how some local 
communities have tried to adapt their institutions, water 
management, and economies to climate stresses (such as 
drought) in more recent times. Their stories and experi­
ences provide lessons with broad-reaching impacts for 
future adaptation to climate change. Sian Mooney, De­
partment of Economics, Boise State University. 

The River Returns: An Environmental History of the 
Bow. By Christopher Armstrong, Matthew Evenden, and 
HV Nelles. Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press, 
2009. xi + 488 pp. Maps, graphs, illustrations, appendix. 
$49.95 cloth, $34.95 paper. 

This book should be read more as a collection of es­
says on a wide variety of topics related to the Bow River 
than as a monograph. Each of its thirteen chapters exam­
ines an aspect of the history of human interactions with 
the river, ranging from ranching, forestry, hydroelec­
tricity, and irrigation to urban sanitation, recreational 
fishing, flooding, and park building. The Bow River 
is amenable to a discussion of such diverse themes. Its 
headwaters are among the glaciers of the Rocky Moun­
tains in Banff National Park, but it also flows through 
the ranching country of the foothills, the major urban 
center of Calgary, Alberta, and fertile but semiarid 
plains. Thus, the river has been subject to a wide range 
of anthropogenic modifications that, according to the 
authors, left it "altered by but not destroyed." Reflect­
ing developments in environmental history, the authors 
argue that the Bow River is a "joint project of nature and 
human culture." 

Most readers of Great Plains Research are likely to 
find the book's organization convenient. Any chapter can 
easily be read in isolation. But a book covering many 
aspects of the history of a river over such a long time 
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