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The Center for Great Plains Studies
is pleased to announce the formation
of a
new partnership with the
University of Nebraska Press
for the publication of
Great Plains Quanrterly
and

Great Plains Research

The Center will continue to provide full editorial direction for both
journals, while the Press will be responsible for the publishing and

marketing of the journals.

This arrangement creates new opportunities and benefits for both
partners, and we look forward to working together to enhance the

quality and reach of the journals.
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, My Antonia

A Bison Books Classic

WILLA CATHER

My A/';ltonia Illustrated by W. T. Benda

Hailed by reviewers and readers for its originality, vitality, and
truth, this novel secured Willa Cather a place in the first rank of
American writers. Cather drew deeply on her childhood days in
frontier Nebraska for her fourth novel, published in 1918.
$18.95 paperback

T WILLA CATHER

2013 ONE BOOK ONE NEBRASKA SELECTION
&
O Pioneers!

A Bison Books Classic
WILLA CATHER

Cather’s O Pioneers! is the sentimental and somewhat contro-
versial story of the Bergsons, a family of Swedish pioneers that
settles for life on the American prairie. A novel surprisingly ahead
of its time, this protofeminist work touches on a wide range of
enduring themes, including love, marriage, temptation, and
isolation.

$18.95 paperback
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WILLA CAT'

O Pioneers!

The Song of the Lark

A Bison Books Classic
WILLA CATHER

Willa Cather’s third novel, The Song of the Lark, depicts the growth
of an artist, singer Thea Kronborg, a character inspired by the
Swedish-born immigrant and renowned Wagnerian soprano
Olive Fremstad. Thea’s early life, however, has much in com-
mon with Cather’s own. Set from 1885 to 1909, the novel traces
Thea’s long journey from her fictional hometown of Moonstone,
Colorado, to her source of inspiration in the Southwest, and to
New York and the Metropolitan Opera House.

$23.95 paperback

For complete descriptions and to order, visit us online!

NEBRASKA?? r&ss

WWW.NEBRASKAPRESS.UNL.EDU
800-848-6224 - publishers of Bison Books




NOTES AND NEWS

2014 GREAT PLAINS SYMPOSIUM

The Center for Great Plains Studies announces
that its 2014 annual symposium will address the
issue of Drought in the Great Plains. The sympo-
sium is a collaboration with the National Drought
Mitigation Center and the Robert B. Daugherty
Water for Food Institute, both at the University
of Nebraska; it is scheduled for Spring 2014. Dur-
ing 2011 and 2012 we witnessed two of the worst
Great Plains droughts in recent memory, a tragic
counterpoint to the damaging floods of 2011
and a return to the stressful times of 1998-2006.
Drought is a recurring pattern in this semiarid
region, with severe droughts in the 1890s, 1930s,
1950s, and 1980s. Indeed, using tree-ring, lake-
sediment, and dune records, scientists have docu-
mented the periodic return of severe droughts;
for example, during a period labeled the “six-
teenth-century megadrought,” severe drought
persisted for up to twenty years. On the basis of
such evidence, some scientists have observed that
drought was the dominant feature of climate rather
than the exception. Drought has been and will con-
tinue to be a normal part of the climate of the
Great Plains. Drought or the ever-present threat
of it has had a pervasive effect on the region and
its people. It has molded the region’s settlement
patterns, agriculture, and commerce; stimulated
innovation and new technologies; aroused con-
flict between agriculturalists and environmental-
ists; and fueled litigation between states in the
region. Drought has shaped how the people of
the Great Plains think of themselves and their
region and influenced the culture, literature, and
art they have created. Thus, there is increasing
concern about whether the region will have suffi-
cient water for its future, both for planned devel-
opment and for sustaining the ecological services

69

the region provides. Scholars from across the full
spectrum of disciplines are invited to share their
expertise and perspectives as the symposium ex-
plores all aspects, causes, impacts, projections, so-
cial and cultural consequences, and ramifications
of drought.

CALL FOR PAPERS

The forty-eighth annual Western Literature As-
sociation conference will be held October 9-12,
2013, in Berkeley, California. The conference
theme is Califia: The West Calling the World. The
name of California derives from the legend of
Califia, the queen of an island inhabited by dark-
skinned Amazons in a 1521 novel, Las Sergas de
Esplandian, by Garcia Ordonez de Montalvo. The
“island” kingdom of California has been call-
ing to the world ever since, a land of promise,
myth, and dream, often a land of harsh reality.
In addition to proposals on any aspect of western
literature and culture, the WLA invites propos-
als on the West in general. Proposals may be for
individual papers, panels, or roundtable discus-
sions. Suggested topics may include but are not
limited to the following: West Coast/Left Coast;
California writers; Mark Twain; diversity and
ethnicity in the West Gold Rush imagination;
food and urban farming; San Francisco literary
renaissance(s); Queer West. Submissions must
include a 250-word abstract, name, affiliation,
contact information, and audiovisual requests.
Proposals for panels and roundtable discussions
should include an abstract for each paper or
presentation. Deadline is June 15, 2013. Sub-
mit abstracts or questions to Richard Hutson at
WLAConference@gmail.com.



American Indian

Quarterly

Edited by
Amanda J. Cobb-Greetham

Individual subscriptions to
the electronic version of this
journal are now available and
offer a cost-saving alternative
to print. Visit the UNP web
site to subscribe.

A special issue available

online or as a print back issue:
"American Indian Studies
Today" (Volume 35, Number
3,2011), Guest Edited by Jace
Weaver.

Coming in 2013: A special joint
issue with Studies in American
Indian Literatures related to the
recent symposium marking
the centennial of the formation
of the Society of American

Indians.
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AIQ has earned its reputation
as one of the dominant journals
in American Indian studies by

resenting the best and most
thought-provoking scholarship
in the field. AIQ is a forum for
diverse voices and perspectives
spanning a variety of academic
disciplines. The common thread
is a commitment to publishing
work that contributes to the
development of American Indian
studies as a field and to the
sovereignty and continuance of
American Indian nations and
cultures.

If your library subscribes to Project
MUSE, read AIQ at
http://bit.ly/AIQ_MUSE
(http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/
american_indian_quarterly/)

AIQ is also available as part of JSTOR’s
Current Scholarship Program:
http://bit.ly/AIQ_JSTOR

To order subscriptions or back issues:
www.nebraskapress.unl.edu
or 402-472-8536
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GREAT PLAINS RESEARCH

A JOURNAL OF NATURAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Western prairie fringed orchid. Photo by F. Adnan Akyiz.

www.unl.edu/plains
EDITOR: Gary D. Willson

Established in 1991, GREAT PLAINS RESERACH is
a biannual multidisciplinary international journal
that publishes peer-reviewed articles on the natural
and social sciences of the Great Plains. The journal
also publishes book reviews on topics related to the
Great Plains. Cash awards are given annually for
the best natural science article and the best social
science article in a volume year. ISSN 1052-5165.

Contact: gpr@unl.edu

Center for Great Plains Studies
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA

in partnership with the University of Nebraska Press

Nebiaska

Lincoln
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